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Iraq says Arabs owe it $1.5 billion 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Arab states owe Iraq a total of 
$1.5 billion inunpaid debts; profits on investments 
and -bank deposits, the Finance Ministry said Tuesday. 
A ministry spokesman, quoted by the official news 
agency IN A, said Saudi Arabia tops the list with a 
debt of $518.79 million. Syria owes more than $400 
million, followed by Bahrain with S29G .million. 
Kuwait with. $150 mfilioo, Somalia $78.7 million, the 
United Arab Emirates SI 6.87 million, -and Egypt with 
$223 million, he said. The debts also include the 
value of Iraq's oil exports via its neighbours before 
the U.N. sanctions were imposed in August 1990. 
after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. Iraqis assets abroad 
were frozen under the sanctions. 



Minister says S. Arabia will pump 
world’s last barrel of oil in 100 years 

RIYADH (AFP) — The world's very last barrel of 
crude will be extracted from Saudi soil in a century or 
so. Oil Minister Ali Ben Ibrahim Nuaimi said on 
Tuesday. “Oil will dry up one day. after 100 years, 
more or less. But the last barrel of oil will be Saudi.” 
he said, quoted by the official news agency SPA. The 
desen kingdom has 261 billion barrels in reserves, or 
25-9 per cent of the world's total, and ranks first in 
terms of both reserves and production. Its current out- 
put is around eight million barrels a day. 
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Prince Hassan says EU willing to 
establish special fund for region 


From Abdullah Hasanat 
in Budapest 


Pap *Jva - 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan was greeted by HRH Prince Abdullah upon his 
return home Tuesday from a trip that took him to Turkey, the U.S., the U.K., 
Switzerland and Hungary < Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


The Muslim Brotherhood decides 
to boycott parliamentary elections 

Islamic Action Front has two choices now, 
either abide by mother or go independent 


HRH CROWN Prince Has- 
san revealed that Europe is 
willing to set up a fund to 
help develop the economy 
of the region, just before he 
returned home yesterday 
after visits to Turkey, the 
U.S., the U.K., Switzerland 
and Hungary- 

In a statement to the 
press, before his departure 
from Budapest, Prince Has- 
son said that the primary 
goal of his visit was the 
realisation of Jordanians’ 
political and economic 
aspirations. 

His Royal Highness said 
*i can tell our citizens that 
we have conducted talks 
with officials in the United 
States and Europe, in which 
we felt their readiness to 
stand beside Jordan and to 
contribute in economical 
development." 

His Royal Highness said 
that the European Union 
had expressed it’s readiness 
to establish a fund to sup- 
port stability and the econo- 
my of the region, similar to 
that established by the U.S. 
last month and in which 
Jordan is to receive an addi- 
tional $100 million in 
American aid. 

During his talks with 
Turkish and Western lead- 
ers, the Crown ' Prince 
sought to promote Jordan’s 
interests, to campaign for 
peace in the Middle East 
and to share his vision of a 
new world order based on 


BEIRUT (AP) — Gulf war 
enemies Iraq and Kuwait 
have picked a new battle- 
ground, the eighth Arab 
Games in Beirut 

The Pan- Arab Games are 
not yet underway, but on 
Tuesday Iraq accused oil- 
rich Kuwait of using its 
money and power to ny to 
eliminate Iraqi teams from 
taking part in the games 
starting Saturday. 

Baghdad would be com- 
peting for the first time 
since the 1991 Gulf war, 
but Kuwait — which has 
not forgiven Iraq’s invasion 
of the emirate — has 
threatened ro boycott con- 
tests in which its old enemy 
participates. 

Host Lebanon, caught in 
the middle, does not want 
to upset friendly Kuwait 
but is shackled with an 
Arab League invitation to 
Iraq to join in the competi- 
tion, which runs through 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Eight people 
were killed Tuesday, and 22 
more were injured, includ- 
ing two listed in critical 
condition, in a road colli- 
sion near Rweished town, 
police and Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) officials 
said 

The crash, which occurred 
at 2:30 p.m., was the result 
of speeding and dangerous 
overtaking, traffic officials 
said 

According to the police, 
the accident which took 
place near the old customs 
building on the border with 
Iraq, involved a private 
transportation bus bearing 
Saudi Arabian licence 


human principles rather 
than the principle of force 
and power. 

"My main concern was to 
further the welfare of Jorda- 
nians on all levels," the 
Crown Prince told Jordan 
Television before returning 
home. 

Jordan’s principled posi- 
tion on peace and its mod- 
erate policies and economic 
liberalisation drive are 
appreciated by the King- 
dom’s friends. Prince Has- 
san said. 

That appreciation, the 
Prince said manifested 
itself in the U.S. adminis- 


July 27. 

On Monday, when selec- 
tions were made for teams 
in soccer, volleyball and 
basketball, Iraq’s name was 
not included in the draw. 

An official at the organis- 
ing committee, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
conceded Iraq was “delib- 
erately ignored in the selec- 
tions in order to avoid a 
Kuwaiti walkout." 

He said Lebanon, which 
has no relations with Iraq, 
did not invite it to partici- 
pate. But Iraq says an invi- 
tation from the Cairo-based 
Arab League means 
approval of the host coun- 
try is not needed. 

Monday’s draw was con- 
demned by Babil, a govern- 
ment daily run by Uday 
Hussein, son of Iraqi presi- 
dent. Saddam Hussein. 

Referring to Kuwait with- 
out naming it. Babil said 
the organising committee 


plates and carrying 30 
Saudi Arabian passengers 
heading for Iraq, and a Jor- 
danian truck coming back 
from Iraq. 

The official said rhai the 
Saudi bus passengers were 
Shiites heading for pilgrim- 
age. 

Police said that the driver 
of the Saudi bus attempted 
to pass a car and crashed the 
trailer head-on. 

“The accidenr’s impact 
caused the instant death of 
the trailer driver as well as 
that of seven bus passen- 
gers," the police official 
said. 

He added that the colli- 
sion caused the trailer to 
burst, into flames, and 
totalled the Saudi bus. 

He noted that the trailer 


trarion’s establishment of 
the $100 million fund for 
peace and stability in the 
Middle East, and a Euro- 
pean willingness to match 
the American initiative. 

The Prince said that he 
has heard positive respons- 
es from the Western leaders 
and businesspersons he met 
during his visits and will- 
ingness to invest in Jordan. 

He described his visit to 
Hungary as one that led us 
“to discover a new horizon, 
a new window for us.” 
Hungary, a member of rhe 
Organisation of Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 


for the games “is a toy in 
the hands of those who 
have the power of money, 
thinking that by this power 
they can scratch the name 
of Iraq out of the records.” 

It was unclear if the com- 
mittee would keep Iraqi 
athletes out of ail competi- 
tions to avoid boycotts by 
Kuwait, which is a major 
contributor to Lebanon's 
post-war reconstruction. 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
were the only two Arab 
countries to fork out money 
— a total of $26 million — 
to help in the $75 million 
rebuilding of the war-dam- 
aged Beirut sports city sta- 
dium, site of the games. 

The dispute shows Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
and the ensuing Gulf war in 
w'hich U.S.-led forces 
drove out Iraq, the bitter 
war continues to affect 

(Continued on page 7) 


driver. Suleiman Nueiniat. 
37, was burnt beyond recog- 
nition. 

Officials were able to 
identify one of the seven 
lulled in the accident. He 
was Ali Abdul A! Oqueili. 
45. The names of the other 
six were not available. 

According to CDD offi- 
cials, the injured were 
rushed to the King Hussein 
Medical Centre and 
Rweished Hospital. 

In December of 1995. 
eight Saudi nationals were 
killed in a road collision on 
the Azraq-Omari Highway. 

Last year, traffic statistics 
indicated that 552 people 
were killed and 15,375 
injured in 33.784 reported 
road accidents in the King- 
dom. 


(OSCE), is about to join the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) and 
is applying for membership 
in the European Union 
(EU). 

In his talks with American 
and European leaders, the 
Crown Prince reiterated 
Jordan's position that calls 
for comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East including 
the attainment of rhe Pales- 
tinians of their inalienable 
rights, most importantly 
their right to statehood with 
its capital, in Jerusalem. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kuwait says 
border 
guards have 
exchanged 
fire with 
Iraqi army 

KUWAIT (AP) — 
Kuwaiti police and some 
Iraqis exchanged gunfire 
across the border, which 
has been closed since 
shortly after the 1991 Gulf 
war. the interior ministry 
said Tuesday. 

Ministry spokesman 
Colonel Bader Saleh said 
four to five Iraqis, some of 
them armed with machine 
guns, opened fire at dawn 
Sunday at civilians build- 
ing a border watch tower. 

Border police returned 
the fire, but there were no 
casualties on the Kuwaiti 
side, he told the Associat- 
ed Press. 

Several similar incidents 
have been reported in the 
past. 

It was not clear if the 
Iraqis were civilians or 
soldiers, or if any of them 
was injured in the firing. 
No information was avail- 
able in Iraq immediately. 

United Nations 

observers patrolling a 
demilitarised zone along 
the 210-kilometre desert 
frontier said they have 
received a complaint from 
Kuwait and are investigat- 
ing. 

Kuwait has built a trench 
along its border to stop 
Iraqi infiltration, and is 
now building another one 
with barbed wire and an 
electronic surveillance 
system. 

Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. Its troops 
were evicted seven 
months later by a U.S.-led 
coalition That fought the 
Gulf war. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
and Khaleel Shoubaki 

Jordan Times and 
A l Ra 7 Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — In a historic 
statement issued after an 
eight-hour council meeting 
started late Tuesday after- 
noon, the Muslim Brother- 
hood announced early 
morning today its decision 
to boycott the 1997 elec- 
tions. 

The official statement 
publicising the decision 
was signed by the Brother- 
hood's general supervisor. 
Abdul Majeed Thneibal. 


Truce 
committee 
calls for 
restraint in 
south 
Lebanon 

NAQOURA (AFP) — The 
international commirtee 
monitoring a ceasefire in 
southern Lebanon has 
denounced cross-border 
rocket attacks and called 
for respect for the truce 
agreement. 

The five-nation panel 
said in a statement issued 
late Monday Lhai it had 
“accepted as factual" that 
Israel and Lebanon-based 
armed groups, an apparent 
reference to the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah. had 
exchanged rocket attacks. 

The committee noted that 
Israeli fire injured four 
civilians, including a six- 
year-old boy who lost an 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Israeli chief 
of staff General Amnon 
Shahak, arrived here on 
Tuesday, the first such visit 
by an Israeli chief of staff to 
an .Arab country since the 
establishment of Israel, Jor- 
danian Army officials said. 

Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said the Israeli gener- 
al met with his Jordanian 
counterpart Field Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaab- 
neh and "reviewed with 
him the peace process and 
efforts exerted to achieve a 
comprehensive and durable 
peace which will maintain 
stability’ and prosperity,” 
Petra said. 

Reporters were not 
allowed to cover the two- 
day visit and the general's 
different meetings with 
senior Jordanian army offi- 
cials. Government officials 
were tight-lipped on the 
visit and refused to com- 
ment. 

But Israel Radio said that 
General Shahak. who was 
accompanied by a senior 
military intelligence offi- 
cial, received an official 
welcome upon his arrival at 
the Army Headquarters. 

The radio said the Israeli 
delegation included the 
head of the planning com- 
I mission at the Israeli army 


who chaired the meeting. 

One of the Muslim Broth- 
erhood leader* .said that the 
Council of Thirty, (he 
Brotherhood's higher body, 
decided to boycott the 
upcoming parliamentary 
elections “to express the 
definite conviction (hat the 
political game in Jordon is 
no lunger useful.” 

He added that die deci- 
sion was token because the 
Lower House of Parliament 
“is absent from all impor- 
tant political decisions, 
law-making, budgeting, or 
appointment in important 
posts of the state*' 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu Tuesday com- 
pleted a round of cabinet 
appointments after three 
weeks of wrangling over 
jobs that left his government 
weakened and divided. 

However, fresh trouble 
was expected from disgrun- 
tled Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon who was 
deprived at the last minute 
of the finance ministry and a 
place in the inner circle of 
ministers conducting the 
negotiations with the^Pales- 
tinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu on Mon- 
day gave the treasury to 
Yaakov Neeman, his former 
justice minister. 

In completing the appoint- 
ments Tuesday. Mr. 
Netanyahu handed the 
vacant science portfolio to 
Michael Eitan. a senior fig- 
ure in the ruling Likud Party 
and coalition chairman in 
parliament. Another Likud 
legislator. Silvan Shalom, 


and chairman of the liaison 
unit with foreign forces. It 
also included Israeli air and 
sea forces officials. 

The radio said that the 
general attended a military 
training exercise by some 
army units of the Jordanian 

Army. 

Jordanian Army officials, 
who cannot be named 
under standing regulations, 
told the Jordan Times that 


He asserted that the gov- 
ernment “has been single- 
handed in their rule since 
the mid- 1995. and has 
taken dangerous decisions 
contradicting the people's 
aspirations, especially after 
ii had signed a peace treaty 
with Israel, with no politi- 
cal gains.” 

The source, who asked 
not to be named, also 
strongly bashed the one- 
person. one-vote system us 
“eliminating the parties' 
chances to achieve parlia- 
mentary majority” and 
accused the newly intro- 
duced amendments to the 


was appointed deputy 
defence minister. After a 
year. Mr. Eitan and Mr. 
Shalom will switch jobs. 

The appointments of Mr. 
Neeman and Mr. Eitan were 
to be submitted to parlia- 
ment for approval Wednes- 
day. 

the crisis began three 
weeks ago with the resigna- 
tion of Finance Minister 
Dan Meridor who said after 
a policy dispute with Mr. 
Netanyahu that he no longer 
had faith in the prime minis- 
ter. 

Mr. Netanyahu promised 
the finance ministry to Mr. 
Sharon. However. Mr. 
Sharon said he would only 
take over the finance min- 
istry if he was also admitted 
to Mr. Netanyahu's “inner 
cabinet.” 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy and Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordecliai objected 
to Mr. Sharon's admission, 
and Mr. Levy threatened to 
resign. 


Gen. Shahak visited the 
King Faisal Air Force Base 
in Azraq. 

The officials said that 
Gen. Shahak may meet 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Sulam Majali. who is also 
the defence minister. 

The Associated Press 
quoted the spokesman of 
the Israeli embassy in 
Amman. Shalom Touree- 
man. as saying that during 


1995 Press and Publica- 
tions Law of "concealing 
information and hiding the 
truth." 

The decision will have a 
great impact on the future 
policies of the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF). the 
Muslim Brotherhood's 
political arm. which, 
though financially and 
administratively indepen- 
dent. has largely conformed 
to the Brotherhood's politi- 
cal guidelines since its 
establishment, in 1992. 

Even though the IAF had 

(Continued on page 7) 


With the choice of Mr. 
Neeman. Mr. Netanyahu 
.wived the crisis with Mr. 
Levy and Mr. Mordechai. 
However, he made an 
enemy of Mr. Sharon, and 
political commentarors pre- 
dicted Tuesday that Mr. 
Netanyahu is storing up 
trouble for the future. 

“Mr. Sharon is very wity 
and very patient." said Israel 
Radio reporter Yaron Deck- 
el. “He will respond, but he 
will choose the lime and 
place." 

The United States also 
opposed a key role in the 
peace talks for Mr. Sharon 
and exerted pressure to keep 
him out of Mr. Netanyahu's 
inner circle, a newspaper 
said Tuesday. 

Mr. Sharon, a former 
defence minister, is feared 
by the Arab World because 
of his hardline view on a 
possible permanent peace 
agreement between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 


General Shahak *s visit, he 
discussed "cooperation and 
closer relations between the 
armies of the two coun- 
tries." 

Gen. Shahak's visit to the 
Kingdom came amid Israeli 
news reports claiming an 
aide to Field Marshal Kaab- 
neh. Lieutenant General 


(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq-Kuwait dispute dominates 
Arab Games ahead of opening 


8 people die, 22 injured 
in border traffic accident 


Netanyahu completes 
cabinet appointments 


Top Israeli army official visits Amman 
in first ever visit to any Arab country 



Israeli Chief of Staff General Amnon Shahak receives a gift from Field Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh during his visit to Amman. No Israeli chief of 
staff has ever visited an Arab country before (AFP photo) 
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Rashid says election on time unless 
King delays from one to two years 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Interior Naihir Rashid on Mon- 
day said that the parliamentary 
elections will be held in time 
unless His Majesty King Hus- 
sein extends the present man- 
date of Parliament to at least one 
vear or within a maximum of 
two years. 

Speaking on a programme 
aired Monday by Jordan Televi- 
sion. Mr. Rashid said that 
according to Article 34 of the 
Jordanian Constitution, the 
King issues orders to hold par- 
liumenuuy elections four 
months before the end of the 
mandate of the present Parlia- 
ment and that the Council of 
Ministers has the power to call a 
certain date for these elections. 

The minister said that the 
elections will be fair and that 
each citizen who is elegible to 
vote should exercise his/her 
right on the day of elections to 
turn out a Parliament that repre- 
sents the people. 

“People should elect those 
whom they think would address 
their causes and problems and 
adhere to their slogans during 
their election campaign-" said 
Mr. Rashid. 

He said that Jordan has quali- 
fied cadres who can supervise 
and control the general elections 
and that inviting international 


observers to these elections is 
something that touches upon 
the Kingdom's sovereignty. 

“We have qualified persons 
who can adhere to their respon- 
sibilities and represent their vot- 
ers, so I urge Jordanians to elect 
those whom they trust and 
believe will address their prob- 
lems. As for international 
observers, I think, it is an inter- 
nal affair and we do not mind 
them attending such elections 
although this harms our nation- 
al sovereignly and cultural 
image," said Mr. Rashid. 

In reply to a question on Jor- 
danian parties, the minister said 
that the issue has been broughL 
up in the last few months, par- 
ticularly in (he newspapers, 
claimed the ministry would 
inspect and control the perfor- 
mance of all Jordanian parties 
with no exception. 

Mr. Rashid continued that this 
is not true because, according 10 
the Constitution, the ministry 
has the right to inspect the finan- 
cial budgets of parties and check 
whether they are receiving any 
remittances from external par- 
ties. 

The minister said; “Accord- 
ing to the Constitution, Article 
16 stipulates that the parties 
should be supported financially 
by Jordanians in the Kingdom 


and each member of any party- 
can pay up 10 JD5JXJ0 annual- 
ly” 

“All these parties should sub- 
mit their annual financial bud- 
gets to the ministry’ and that the 
minister has the right to appoint 
a comptroller to inspect the bud- 
gets of the parties, which is what 
has happened, and we found 
some violations which were 
referred to the supreme court," 
he added. 

In reply to a question about 
professional associations, the 
minister said that professional 
associations turned out to be 
political which was crystal clear 
in the last few monilis when the 
Ministry of Information amend- 
ed the Press and Publications 
Law. 

"We are not against the parties 
nor die associations Inn when 
the associations carried out a sit- 
in, they ignored that they should 
first apply for their sit-in to the 
governor who in turn approves 
or disapproves." said Mr. 
Rashid. 

“We should not be informed 
by newspajxns that such a sit-in 
is going lo take place here or 
there on a certain date. We live 
in a state of the law." added the 
minister. 

Asked about the measures 
taken by the government to stop 


citizen encroachment on gov- 
ernmental lands, the minister 
said: “This has been a problem 
for the past few years but we 
interfere when we have orders 
from the court which was actu- 
ally the case in the Jordan Val- 
ley- 

Commenting on what has 
been published in the local press 
about closing down shops 
because their owners pasted 
posters carrying words that 
“Israelis are not allowed in." 
Mr. Rashid said: “We did not 
take any measure by ourselves, 
but we received information 
and complaints from the Israeli 
embassy in Amman asking us 
to take suitable measures." 

On governmental bureaucra- 
cy. the minister said that he him- 
self has found some clerks hid- 
ing official forms and applica- 
tions submitted by citizens in 
drawers but this issue has been 
solved and everything is settled 
and under control. 

"Some forms dated back to 
1996 and were kept in drawers. 
We inspected them and sacked 
those involved.” said the minis- 
ter, noting that government 
transactions nowadays do not 
take more than three days to fin- 
ish. whatever they arc. 


Egypt bars Israeli spy suspect 
from contacting codefendant 


CAIRO (AFP) — An 
Israeli on trial for spying for 
Israel has been barred from 
contacting his Egyptian co- 
defendant by prison author- 
ities here, a judicial source 
said on Tuesday. 

The decision follows a 
written complaint by the 
Egyptian. Emad Ismail, that 
Israeli Druze Azzam Azzam 
had offered "a large sum of 
money if he retracted his 
confessions.” the source 
said, without elaborating. 

Azzam. a 34-year-old 
engineer who was working 
for an Israeli textile firm in 


Cairo, and Ismail, a col- 
league, have pleaded not 
guilty to charges of spying 
for Israel. Both were arrest- 
ed late last year. 

The prison in Torn, a sub- 
urb south of Cairo, has 
changed the timetables for 
the two accused to prevent 
them from meeting during 
exercise sessions, and has 
already put them in separate 
cells. ' 

At the latest hearing last 
month, the Egyptian prose- 
cutor asked the Cairo State 
Security Court to jail 
Azzam for 15 years with 


hard labour and a similar 
25-year sentence for Ismail 

The court has heard testi- 
mony that Azzam had 
passed on clothes to Ismail 
which contained sensitive 
information written in 
invisible ink. 

Two .Arab Israeli women. 
Zahra Youssef Jens and 
Mona Ahmed Shawahna. 
are also being tried in their 
absence for having recruit- 
ed Ismail for the Israeli 
intelligence service. 

Mossad. 

The next hearing is due 
July 19. 


8 European tourists, 
Egyptian die in crash 


CAIRO (API — A tourist 
bus collided with a semi- 
trailer truck in southern 
Egypt on Tuesday, killing at 
least eight foreign tourists 
and an Egyptian, police 
said Tuesday. 

Egyptian Television said 
that six of the foreigners 
were from the Netherlands 
and two were from Bel- 
gium. 

Police said one Egyptian 
was among the dead, but 
the television — which has 
a film crew in the area — 
said as many as five Egyp- 
tians could be dead. 

Police said that rescue 


workers were using Mow 
torches to cut apart the 
wreckage of the bus to 
search for survivors. 

Police said at least a 
dozen tourists and three 
Egyptians were injured. 

The collision occurred 
about 1 50 kilometres south 
of Aswan. The tourists had 
been cn route from Abu 
Simbal. the> said. 

Aswan, which is 700 kilo- 
metres south of Cairo, is 
known for its Pharaonic 
temples and tombs. Abu 
Simbal. home lo ancient 
temples build by Pharaoh 
Ramses II. lies about 230 


kilometres southwest of 
Aswan. 

Police said that the truck 
and bus were on a very nar- 
row stretch of road and that 
the truck apparently hit the 
bus. crushing it on impact. 

Police said there were 35 
people on the bus jmJ that 
they belie- ed there were 
two people in the truck. 

An official at the Dutch 
embassy in Cairo con- 
firmed that it had reports 
several Dutch nationals 
were killed in a bus crash. 
The diplomat said a team 
was being dispatched to the 
scene. 


Iraq 


receives 
new food 


cargo 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A new 
cargo of food supplies has 
arrived in sanctions-hil Iraq 
under the U.N. oil-for-food 
accord, which has fallen behind 
schedule, official newspapers 
reported Tuesday. 

The cargo of i .724 tonnes of 
cooking oil arrived Sunday in 
(he southern port of Umm Qasr 
on the Gulf. The supplies are to 
be added to ihe rationing sys- 
tem in force since the sanctions 
were imposed almost seven 
yean. ago. 

The latest delivery was pan 
of the contracts which Iraq 
sealed for the first term of the 
oil-for-food accord w hich was 
renewed for a second six- 
month term in June. 

Under the humanitarian 
exemption to the UJN.- 
imposed sanctions. Iraq is enti- 
tled to export two billion dol- 
lars worth of oil every six 
months to finance imports of 
food and medicine. 

But Irjq. which has been 
under embargo since its August 
1090 invasion of Kuwait, has 
suspended the crude exports 
pending agreement on a new 
food distribution for the second 
term. 

Baghdad which accuses 
Washington of delaying U.N. 
approval of Iraq's food and 
medicine contracts. has 
received only just over one mil- 
lion tonnes of the Z3 million 
(onnes of supplies it financed 
with the firsi-lemi erode 
imports. 


French del 
arrive at the 


egates to the international committee monitoring the cease-fire agreement in south Lebanon 
e UNIFIL headquarters in Lebanon, Monday. The committee is due to discuss a Lebanese com- 
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laint regarding the injury of seven Lebanese civilians in an Israeli bombardment on south Lebanon on 
unday (AFP pnoto) 


Turkey’s Erbakan slams Yilmaz for avoiding polls 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's 
former Islamist Prime Min- 
ister Necmettin Erbakan on 
Tuesday criticised the new 
secularist government for 
not fixing a date for early 
elections in iLs programme 
of action read out in parlia- 
ment. 

“There was nothing about 
an election of course 
because it is a Cankaya 
government that is tiying to 
avoid the polls." Mr. 


Erbakan told a meeting of 
his Welfare Party MPs. 

Mr. Erbakan lost power 
last month in a bungled 
power transfer that fol- 
lowed months of army 
pressure on his Islamist-led 
coalition. He says President 
Suleyman Demirel helped 
oust him after talks with the 
opposition in the Cankaya 
Presidential Palace. 

New Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz outlined anti- 


Islamist measures in a 
keynote speech to MPs on 
Monday but he did not 
mention a previous promise 
to hold early elections next 
year. Commentators say the 
Islamists would benefit 
from snap polls. 

Mr. Erbakan. Turkey’s 
first Islamist leader, pre- 
dicted Mr. Yilmaz would 
lose a parliamentary confi- 
dence vote at the weekend. 
“This government will 


Kuwaiti finance minister 


to be grilled next week 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait's Finance Minister 
Nasser Rodhan agreed Tues- 
day to face questioning in 
parliament next week over 
his alleged mismanagement 
of public funds. 

Three MPs have submitted 
documents against the minis- 
ter and called for a formal 
questioning, charging that 
Mr. Rodhan failed to imple- 
ment laws to protect public 
funds and prevent the misuse 
of public property. 

Mr. Rodhan. who could 
have asked for up to two 
weeks delay, said the grilling 
could go ahead Tuesday. 

“1 read and reviewed tire 
interpellation and wav sur- 
prised at the contents," the 
minister, who is also deputy 
prime minister, told members 
of the National Assembly, or 
parliament. 

He said the documents 
accused him of “negligence 
and laxity in implementing 
laws and even allowing the 
squandering of public 


funds." but said it was the 
constitutional right of any 
MP to question a minister. 

‘Therefore. I will under- 
take to respond to everything 
in the interpellation, stressing 
that 1 always have and will 
continue to protect the public 
funds," the minister said. 

The questioning could lead 
to Mr. Rodhan's resignation 
if at leasi 10 MPs file a 
motion of no confidence 
against him and win [lie sup- 
port of a majority of MPs. 
excluding cabinet members. 

Acting Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Ahmad Sabah has 
given Mr. Rodhan the full 
backing of the government. 

Mr. Kodh»n was appointed 
finance minister and deputy 
prime minister in 1992. tak- 
ing a seat in parliament as an 
unclecied cabinet member. 

He previously held the 
commerce and industry port- 
folio. In 1985. the then jus- 
tice minister resigned after 
losing a confidence vote. 


Assassin says luck 

v-sn;: ■ • hi ■ .f >(,i 

saved Saddam’s Uday 


LONDON (AFP) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's 
eldest son Uday, the target of 
assassins' bullets in Decem- 
ber, survived the attack 
because he changed places 
with his driver at the last 
moment, a leader of the assas- 
sination squad said in an inter- 
view published here Tuesday. 

Ismail Ottoman. an Iraqi hid- 
ing in a European capital, told 
the Independent daily that at 
first his group called A1 Nad- 
dah had considered kidnap- 
ping Uday but decided it was 
too difficult. 

Instead dies reportedly dis- 
covered a member of Uday’s 
own circle called Ra’ad 
Hu/iuu whose uncle had been 
executed by Saddam Hussein, 
who was willing to help them 
ill their murder plot. 

Hazaa tipped them off of 
Uday’s plans to attend a party 
in a fashionable area of Bagh- 
dad on December 1 2. 

Four members of A1 N’ad- 
duh waited al a crossroads on 


Uday's route and threw a 
grenade at his car when i 
arrived there. 

One of the gunmen then ran 
towards the car firing at the 
driver, believing him to he 
Uday. 

It was only when a second 
gunman approached that they 
realised that Uday was still 
alive and shot at him. Sad- 
dam’s 33-year-old son was hit 
by 14 bullets but survived the 
attack. When he left hospital 
on June 9 Iraqi officials said 
he made a “full recovery” 
although he appeared on 
crutches. Iraqi authorities 
have announced no arrests in 
the assassination bid, while 
Uday has pointed a finger al 
Iran, which fought an eight- 
year war against Iraq during 
the 1980s. ’Ottoman told tiv: 
Independent that his group 
escaped from Iraq by fleeing 
into the country's western 
desert where they were 
joined by Hazaa. then to Jor- 
dan. 



pe minister 
jeering to me: 


never get a vote of confi- 
dence from this parliament 
The parliament will not 
play the game,” he said. 

The govemmenr is widely 
expected to win the vote. 
Mr. Yilmaz and his allies 
have around a dozen more 
deputies on paper than the 
opposition, a rough alliance 
between Mr. Erbakan, his 
conservative former coali- 
tion partners and a far-right 
group. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Td. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:35 French Programmes 

16:05 Captain Planet 

16:30 Spell Binder 

17:311 Border Town 

IS: 10 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Due. — Grace Under Fire 

20:00 Soldier's Diary 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 Spencer For Hire 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Land's End 

23:15 American Gothic 


i PRAYER TIMES 

! 03:58 Fajr 

\ 05:32 i Sunrise iDuha 

: 12:41 Dhuhr 

I 16:21 *Asr 

19:49 Maghreb 


21:23. 


.'Isha 


| CHURCHES 
1 St. Mary of Nazareth 
j Church Sweifieh. Tel. 8 10740 
; Assemblies or God Church 

, Tel. 632785. 

; Sl Joseph Chord) Tel. 624590 
■ Church of the Annundation 
, Tel. 637440. 

. Dc la Salle Church Tel. 
; 661757. 

i Terra Sanda Church Tel. 622366 
j Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 


j JORDAN TIMES DAILY 

Armenian Catholic Church Yesterday m s high temperatures: Rescue Police )92. 621111. 

Tel. 771351. Amman 35. Aqaba 4) Humid- 637777 

Armenian Orthodox Church n> readings: Amman 28 per Fire Brigade 617101 

Tel. 775261. cent. Aqaba 27 per cent. Blood Bank 775121 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. Highway Police 843402 

■W?!- USEFUL Traffic Police SWi.WO 

Amman International TELEPHONE Public Security Department 

Church Tel. 5516245 NUMBERS 630321 

Evangelical Lutheran NIGHT DUTY Hotel Complaints 605800 

Church Tel. 824328. Dr. Jamal J ha rah X47551 Price Complaints ,661176 

German-speaking Evangcli- Dr. Atman Al Muhtatcb 875748 Water and Sewerage Coni- 
cal Congregation Tel. S45457 Dr. Abhas Al Hakim . .885446 plaints S Q 7467 

The Latter-Day Saints Tel. Dr. Arafat -\ I Ashhab ..602507 Amman Municipality Com- 

654932. Firas pharmacy 661912 plaints 787111 

Church of Nazarene Tel. Ferdous pharmacy . .890280 Telephone Information 

675691 . Al Asema pharmacy ,t»37U55 ( directory assistance I 1 2 1 

The Evangelical Local Church A I Salam pharmacy . 636730 Overseas Calls 010230 

in Amman Td. 811295 Yacoub pharmacy .....644945 Central Amman Telephone 

English-speaking Latin Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 Repairs 623101 

Catholics Parish Tel. 614 190. Naimukh pharmacy 623672 Abdali Telephone Repairs 

Najib pharmacy 847632 661101 

WEATHER IRBID: Jordan Television 773111 

Bulletin supplied by the Dr. Mazen Abu Baker .276852 Radio Jordan 774 HI 

Depanmem of Macamlngy Al Quits pharmacy i — i Water A uthority 680 1<K> 

Temperatures arc expected to ZARQA: Jordan Electricity Authority 

drop becoming around aver- Dr. Ya’cnuh.M Khatib .. U 9I772 81561? 

age and winds northwesterly Khaiifeh pharmacy . 985417 Electric Power Company 

moderate to active. In Aqaba. 03h?$! 

winds will be northerly mod- EMERGENCIES RJ Might Information It- 
erate to active and seas calm. Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 53200 

Civil Defence Department Queen Alia I nil. Airport 08- 

Amman 21 »/3 1 m> 1 1 1 1 55200 

Aqaba 26/59 Civil Defence Immediate HOSPITALS 

Deserts t W3h Rescue 63034 1 AMMAN: 

Jordan \ alley 24/38 Civil Defence Emerge ncyl'JO Hussein Medical Centre 
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GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


XI 3* 13/32 

Khaiidi Maternity, 6442NI/6 
Akilch Maternity, 64244 1 12 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhus. J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 66013) 
University Hospital 845845 
AI-Muashcr Hospitnl66722?/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 066 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen777 1 01/3 

Al- Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

A mal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Siirgerv ..865 199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
ilHhonOShO 

Ihn Sina Hospital! 09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

l()9 I'WlUf) 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma 
1112)275555 
Greek Catholic 
(02)272275 
lbn Ai N a fees 
(02)247 UK) 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


Hava Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This in format inn is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) inlnr- 
niuiitm depannient at ihc 
Queen Alia Internal ioual Air- 
port Tel. 1 1)8)5320) I where it 
should always lx* verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or (18(53250). 


00:15 Beirut f RJ t 

01:05 Cairo (RJ i 

04:25 .Singapore. Kuala 
Lumpur t RJ l 


Ollier Flights 


Hospital 

Hospital 

Hospital 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 Dubai. Abu Dhahi 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:15 Laraneu(RJ ) 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain i RJ) 

17:30 Madrid (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:40. .. Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

19:05 Runic i RJ) 

19: 10 ...Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

19:11) London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:50 Tnroniii. Montreal (RJ) 
21:3ft New York. Artusicrdam ( RJ ) 


09:15 Karachi. Ahu Dhabi i PK i 
11:00 ...Sanaa. Hudaidah iIY> 

12:00 Jeddah (SV. 

13:00 Al'Arish *PFi 

13: 10 Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:15 Cairn (MS) 

13:50 Tel Aviv 1 1,Y l 

14 JO .Tunis 

15:05 Vienna ( OS'! 

16:20 Algiers (AH) 

17:00 ....Doha fQ7i 

19:30 Istanbul. Damascus 

(PK) 

20:40 London iGA) 

21; 10 .Beiruti ME) 


12:45 Istanbul <W) 

20:10 Colombo (RJ i , 

20:35 Btfinil <RJ* 1 

21:00 New Delhi f RJ' 

21:10 Cairo (RJ 1 

21:10 ..Riyadh. DhahiatURJl 
21:15 Calcutta. Bangkok (R/i 

21:20 Bombay (RJ( . 

21:45 Bahrain 1RJ1 

22:05 Dubai. Muscat (RJ 1 

02:00 Sanaa tW’ 
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Other Flights 

06:50 Lamaca (CV I ; 

08:45 Beirut (ME 1 

08:50 Amsterdam (GA) 

09:25 Ltindoii <BA) 

10:00 Damascus. Lstanbtri i 

11:20 Cajro(MS)' ! 

12:00... Hudaidah r Sanaa (IYJ | 

13:30 lcdUal»«SV» : 

14:00 Al'Arish (PR; 
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23:25 Amsterdam fKL ) 

23:30 Athens (OA i 

05: IS Ankara (TK) 

07:50 AniMcrdamfGA) 
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07:00 LamacaeRJj 

10:50 Rnnie (RJi 

11:45 Berlin, Lnndnn (RJ) 

1 1:45 Amsterdam. New York iRJ> 
12:40 Casablanca (RJ) 
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Controversy resurfaces over Christian party 


HRH Prince Ru’d Ben Zeid Tuesday discusses issues related to persons with disabil- 
ities with Ministry of Education Secretary General Izzat Jaradat During a meeting 
held at the Ministry of Education, the Prince stressed the need for conducting a com- 
prehensive national survey for the handicapped to identify the scale of the problem in 
order to develop new programmes 

Prime minister reports on Cairo 
meeting to members of Cabinet 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdui S aiam 
Majaii Tuesday reported to 
the Cabinet on a meeting 
held earlier this week in 
Cairo by the Jordanian- 
Egyprian Higher Commit- 
tee. 

The premier detailed 
agreements reached by the 
two sides on promoting 
bilateral cooperation in 
health, tourism, labour, cul- 
ture, energy, power linkage 
and other issues. 

Subsequent to the Cabinet 
session. Minister of State 
for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi reported that 
Dr. Majaii gave details of 
talks with Egyptian Prime 
Minister Kamal Janzouri as 
well as those of his meeting 
with President Hosni 
Mubarak to whom he con- 
veyed a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Dr. Majaii briefed minis-- 
tens on talks regarding polit- 
ical 'developments pertain- 
ing to the Middle East peace 
process as well as those 
obstacles obstructing its full 
attainment 

During the Cairo meeting, 
the premier affirmed Jor- 
dan’s full support for 
Egyptian endeavours to end 
the deadlock in Arab- Israeli 
peace negotiations. 

Also according to Dr. 
Mutawi, Minister of Health 
and Medical Care Ashraf 
Kurdi gave a report regard- 
ing his visit to the Republic 
of Ireland, where he con- 
cluded an agreement on the 
training of Jordanian doc- 
tors and nurses in Irish hos- 
pitals. 

He also discussed post- 
graduate degrees for med- 


ical staff in their respective 
specialities. 

Dr. Kurdi detailed prima- 
ry health care, health insur- 
ance systems and inspection 
methods for combating 
Creutzfddi-Jakob (“mad 
cow”) disease as practised 
in Ireland. 

Upon a recommendation 
from Minister of Planning 
Rima Khalaf, the Cabinet 
approved a World Bank 
loan to Jordan, totalling $32 
million, to finance tourism 
projects in the ancient 
Nabatean city of Petra, 
Wadi Rum, Jerash, and 
Karak. 

The Cabinet also 
approved a loan agreement 
under which Jordan is to 
receive 7.1 billion yen from 
the Japanese government to 
finance a project for human 
resources development. Dr. 
Mutawi said. 

Cabinet members 

reviewed memoranda sub- 
mitted by the ministers of 
finance and interior regard- 
ing a five-year plan for the 
development and moderni- 
sation of the Civil Defence 
System in Jordan. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Mutawi, the Cab- 
inet rejected a request for 
funds for this project. 

The general financial situ- 
ation does not permit any 
allocation of funds for this 
project, however, the Cabi- 
net has decided to seek 
cooperation between the 
private and public sectors to 
help ease the burden on the 
Civil Defence Authority, 
Dr. Mutawi stated 

He added that efforts will 
be exerted to secure exter- 
nal help and involve Jor- 
danian businesses and fac- 


tories in this project. 

Jordan will also partici- 
pate in a tourism conference 
and exhibit in Tokyo os well 
as send representatives to an 
international tourism mar- 
ket in London. 

Both events are to take 
place in November. 

Dr. Khalaf was requested 
to head a Jordanian delega- 
tion to hold talks next 
month with the Jeddah- 
based Islamic Development 
Bank and the Kuwait-based 
Arab Fund for Social and 
Economic Development to 
discuss loans to finance the 
government-sponsored 
social security package. 

The Cabinet approved a 
request by the Jordan Cen- 
tral Bank to sell 750.000 of 
its shares in the Housing 
Bank whose nominal value 
is JD 750,000, Dr. Mutawi 
stated. 

In reply to a question 
. about recent posters affixed 
by Jewish settlers, defaming 
the Prophet Mohammad as 
well as a subsequent report- 
ed destruction of the Koran. 
Dr. Mutawi declared the 
Jordanian government’s 
condemnation of such acts. 

These practices reflect 
extremism and encroach on 
religious sentiment, he 
added. 

The government will 
express its reaction through 
diplomatic channels. Dr. 
Mutawi said. 

The Foreign Ministry will 
hold meetings with Israel to 
facilitate the process of 
issuing visas to Jordanian 
citizens and remove obsta- 
cles in the way of travellers 
who enter chat country, be 
concluded. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — After having been overlooked and 
nearly forgotten by the press and political circles 
for around seven months, the controversy over 
the establishment of a Christian party bas resur- 
faced. 

Ironically, the dispute is being fuelled by some 
Christian professionals and church leaders who 
are fiercely opposing the actualization of the pro- 
jected Christian Arab Democratic Party (CADP). 

They are reportedly addressing a press confer- 
ence today to be chaired by the Roman Catholic 
Bishop Sulcem Sayegh. 

While over the past few days in the Arabic 
press his opponents have accused him of creating 
unnecessary divisions in a society which has 
long been a model of integration and Muslim- 
Christian fruitful co-existence, the architect of 
the potential party, Sami Si wady. laments “being 
persecuted.” 

“They do not want a Christian party in this 
country, and I cannot understand why, as we 
already have an Islamic party" Mr. Si wady said, 
referring to the Islamic Action Fronr (I AF), Jor- 
dan’s strongest opposition party, registered in 
1 992, shortly after the resumption of the multi- 
party system in the Kingdom. 

Responding to accusations of ‘fanaticism. * Mr. 
Siwady reiterated to the Jordan Times on Tues- 
day that "more than half of C A DP’s supporters 
are Muslims," and that “around 55 of the over 
100 signatures heretofore collected for the offi- 


cial registration of the party at the Ministry of 
Interior are [those of] Muslims." 

In a report published Tuesday, the Arabic daily 
A I Dusrour reported that the CADP may not con- 
form to regulations stipulated under the 1992 
Political Parties Law. as its leaders intend to 
open a branch in the West Bank and obtain offi- 
cial registration from the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

"I know that a political party cannot be regis- 
tered in two countries at the same time, and 
therefore we are planning to found another party 
in the West Bank.” Mr. Siwady responded. 

Notwithstanding the high calibre and activism 
of his opponents. Mr. Siwady said that he and 
Tayseer Boshe. the temporary secretary general 
of the projected party, and a Muslim, will submit 
the application for official registration at the 
Ministry of Interior this week. 

However, “the signatories need certificates tes- 
tifying that they are nor involved in any pending 
trial, and this is slowing the process." he 
affirmed. 

The CADP will elect its leadership after 
becoming licensed. Mr. Siwady pointed out. 

If registration procedures are completed on 
time, "we. as a party, will run in the next parlia- 
mentary elections (scheduled to take place this 
autumn), and will field both Muslim and Christ- 
ian candidates," Mr. Siwady announced, leaving 
open the possibility that he. himself, might run. 

Regardless of Mr. Siwady ’s determination, 
some leading Christians asked by the Jordan 
Times to express Lheir opinion on the projected 


Christian party did not conceal their disapproval. 

In an earlier interview with the Jordan Times, 
historian and Director of the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of Jordan Mustafa 
Hamameh described the CADP project as 
■counter-productive." 

“I am against religious parties loui-coun.” 
echoed veteran leftist leader Issa Madanai. 

“I am very strongly against it (the establish- 
ment of the CADP). as I believe that political 
parties, as pillars of democracy, should be 
opened to everybody and not have religious con- 
notations." declared’ An is Muasher. former min- 
ister of finance, prominent businessman, and 
deputy secretary general for financial and eco- 
nomic affairs in the National Constitutional 
Party (NCP). 

In response to Mr. Si wady’s assertion that the 
existence of the IAF in Jordan created a prece- 
dent and legitimised the establishment of a cor- 
responding Christian political body. Mr. Muash- 
er told the Jordan Times that "(the IAF) started 
as a society, in a different historical and cultural 
context." 

"We have had the example of Lebanon." where 
the consolidation of religious factions in political 
groups and militias degenerated in a bloody civil 
war that shattered the country for 15 years.” Mr. 
Muasher stated. 

The Christian elite, however, does not seem 
too worried by the projected party. 

“The whole issue has been blown out of pro- 
portion by the media." Mr. Muasher concluded. 
*’! doubt anybody is going to join this party.” 


Alleged rape victim 
faces charges of perjury 

By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — New developments surfaced Tuesday in the 
case of three men facing charges of rape and statutory rape 
at the Criminal Court, when the alleged victim changed her 
previous court testimony. 

She is now facing charges of perjury. 

The three men. including a prominent Jordanian singer, 
are charged with having had sexual relations with a 17- 
year-old student on April 9 and 10. 

Two of the three men. identified as T. N. and, U. J.. the 
singer, are charged with statutory rape, while the third 
defendant, J. A., is accused of rape. 

However, during a rwo-hour closed session Tuesday, the 
alleged victim changed her earlier sworn testimony given 
to police and the criminal prosecutor in April. 

She testified that T. N. did not ever have sexual relations 
with her, prompting the court to order her immediate den- 
tition for questioning. 

“Due to the obvious contradictions in the witness testi- 
mony. I order thar she be detained at a female juvenile cen- 
tre arid transferred to the Amman prosecutor for question- 
ing;” Presiding Judge Abdul Ruhman Tawfiq said. 

According to the charge sheet, the minor, who had been 
staying in the Maij A1 Ham am area of Amman, fought with 
her father on April 9 and left the house. 

She then reportedly wandered in the streets and signalled 
for cars to pull over and take her to a friend’s house. 

However, instead the driver who. according to the charge 
sheet, is the first defendant J. A., took her to a farm and 
convinced her to spend the night. 

The suspect offered the minor alcohol and then raped her, 
the charge sheet said. 

It added that the following day. the victim met with the 
other two suspects at a nightclub, left for T. N.’s house 
where, according to her first testimony to investigators, she 
engaged in sexual relations with both men. 

The minor, who burst into tears upon hearing the court's 
decision to detain her. had earlier dropped charges against 
the three men, but according to the Jordanian Penal Code, 
they must still undergo a public trial. 

The court tribunal which also included Justices Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Ibrahim Ali, postponed the case until Sept. 6 
to hear additional prosecution witnesses. 


Composer blends Arabic essence with classic compositions 


By Jfean-Claode Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Composer and 
pianist Agnes Bashir-Dzodl- 
soeva is well-known in Jor- 
dan’s music circles for her 
versatility and dynamism. 

One of the most sought- 
after piano teachers in 
Amman, she is also an 
acclaimed concert per- 
former and perhaps before 
ali, a truly original compos- 
er. 

Having chosen to live in 
the Kingdom a few years 
ago, Ms. Bashir, originally 


from the republic of Geor- 
gia, is married to Iraqi vio- 
linist. Fikri Bashir. 

She has assimilated the 
Arab culture and language 
and has succeeded in inte- 
grating their essence and 
spirit in her compositions. 
Her best known work so far 
is the score she wrote for 
poems by the late Jabra 
Ibrahim Jahra. Her “Arabic 
Suite” however is no less 
original and musically inter- 
esting. 

She has also given numer- 
ous solo and orchestral 
recitals in Jordan. 


Earlier this year in May, 
Agnes Bashir was invited to 
Fiance where she performed 
at the Theatre Mol i fere in 
Paris, along with Palestinian 
soprano Tania Tamari-Nasir, 
also well known to Amman 
music lovers. 

The response of the 
French public was over- 
whelming. The celebrated 
Arab-French composer 
Patrick Lama also attended 
the event 

The concert triggered a 
series of invitations to the 
United States and Europe 
where Ms. Bashir was pre- 


sent as a musician from Jor- 
dan and also as a woman. 

The conference of the 
International Alliance of 
Women in Music (TAWMj 
in Los Angeles which 
Agnes Bashir attended last 
June was a huge success. 

The magazine “Com- 
posers USA” subsequently 
published a story about 
Agnes Bashir in which she 
put the accent on the 
progress of music in Jordan 
and the achievements of the 
National Music Conservato- 
ry — Now A1 Hussein 


Foundation. 

The IAWM promotes the 
music of women composers 
and performers. 

Ms. Bashir bas been invit- 
ed to participate in a similar 
conference to take place in 
Italy in September 1997 in 
the city of Fiuggi. The 
“Donne in Musica," the 
Italian equivalent of the Lo4 
Angeles conference, is 
organised by the Patricia 
Adkins Chitti Foundation] 
There is also question of 
Agnes Bashir performing inj 
the 1998 edition of the conA 
ference. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Police apprehend suspected thieves 

AMMAN (Petra) — Aqaba police forces Monday appre- 
hended two men who allegedly stabbed two Egyptian 
workers and stole JD 90 from one of them in two sepa- 
rate incidents, Aqaba police sources said Tuesday. Both 
men have been referred to court, they added. 


Local companies awarded tenders 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of the Palestinian Affairs 
Department Ibrahim Tarshihi Tuesday endorsed a deci- 
sion offering two tenders worth JD 43.900 to local con- 
tracting companies to implement two projects in Talbieh 
and Irbid camps. The contracts include the construction 
of a two-storey headquarters for the Talbieh Camp Ser- 
vices Improvement Committee as well as the connection 
of 150 houses in Irbid camp to a sewage network. 


Three receive death sentence 


By Rana Hussein i 

Jordan Times Staff" Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal Court Tuesday 
sentenced a man and his two sons to death 
after they were declared guilty of killing a 
28-year-old man in Tafdeh in April of last 
year. 

The coun tribunal declared Omar SaJeh. 
48. and his two sons, Na’eem. 21, and 
Nasha'L 19. guilty of the premeditated 
murder of Ibrahim Khleifat on April 27 in 
Prince Rashed Hospital in Thfileh. 

According to court documents, one of 
Omar’s sons, Naseem, was found dead in a 
deserted area in Tafileh several months 
prior to the incident, and the defendants 
suspected that Mr. Khleifat had killed him. 

The defendants then filed a complaint to 
police charging thar Mr. Khleifat killed 
their son. “however a forensic report indi- 
cated that Naseem had died of natural 
causes.” 

“Naseem ’s father and brothers did not 
agree with the autopsy results, continuing 
to insist instead that Mr. Khleifat killed 
their son, and asked their cousins Khalid 
Mohammad, 26, and his brother Iraad 19, 
to aid in his murder.” the court said. 

On the morning of the incident, ail five 
men. carrying unlicensed guns and swircb- 
blades, met in a Tafileh market and headed 
to Prince Rashed Hospital, “in which place 
they knew the victim was being treated." 

As Mr. Khleifat was leaving the hospital, 
court transcripts said, Omar. Na'eem, and 
Nasba’t approached him and commenced 
shooting and stabbing him. 

"Imad and Khalid. acting as a cover, 
brandished guns and threatened passers-by 


who approached." court transcripts said. 

According to the court, the two men 
yelled “we killed him because he deserved 
to die!” 

The Five men then hailed a cab and 
turned themselves in to police "claiming 
they killed Mr. Khleifat to avenge their 
son’s death.’’ 

The court sentenced Khalid and lmad to 
a 15-year imprisonment term with tempo- 
rary hard labour for complicity in Mr. 
KhJei fat’s murder. 

All five verdicts, handed down by Jus- 
tices Ahmad M omani, Marwan Dabbas 
and Abdul Hamid Sa'ad, will be automati- 
cally reviewed by the Court of Cassation 
within 30 days. 

Woman found strangled in home 

Meanwhile, police are searching for an 
assailant in connection with the murder of 
a 55-year-old Woman -rfeaf the 'Ministry of 
Justice in the Shmeisaruarea of Amman, 
an official source said. 1 

The victim. Fakhrieh Kurdi, wax found 
strangled in her house at around 3:00 p. m. 
Her daughters, who had returned home 
from work, found the body, the source 
said. 

Theft is believed to be the motive behind 
the murder. 

"The woman's jewellery was missing." 
the source said. 

He added that the perpetrator locked the 
door and fled. 

Police contacted by the Jordan Times 
Tuesday evening said they were investigat- 
ing the incident. 


QAFHS emphasises early intervention 
for children who are hearing-impaired 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Neglecting hearing loss in 
children is detrimental to their education- 
al. emotional, and social well-being. 
Queen Alia Foundation for Hearing and 
Speech (QAFHS) doctor. Mohammed 
Nabulsi, affirmed Tuesday. 

According to Dr. Nabulsi, early detec- 
tion enables a child to be fitted for a hear- 
ing aid from a young age and begin audi- 
tory speech therapy. 

“Unfortunately there is still some prej- 
udice against the hearing impaired in cer- 
tain schools,” Dr. Nabufsi said. “They do 
not get a fair chance, although the past 15 
years have shown improvement.” 

One fourth grader who exhibited pro- 
found hearing loss began therapy a few 
years ago and earned [a score of] 93*& in 
his class this year. Dr. Nabulsi said. 

QAFHS has recently moved into the 
second phase of the early detection cam- 
paign, focusing on hearing loss and 
speech therapy for children in the north 
of Jordan. 

“We are launching a national campaign 
for the early detection of hearing loss in 
children between the ages of one and 
six,” QAFHS Director Ibrahim Abu 
Khadra stated. 

Working in conjunction with the Min- 
istry of Social Development, children in 
AJ Amal school in Irbid are currently 
being tested for hearing loss and fitted for 
free hearing aids. 

“We are now focusing on centres and 
schools which accommodate compre- 
hensive. teaching for deaf children. Dr. 
Nabulsi explained. “This is the only way 
the children can really develop their 
skills and progress.” 

Dr. Nabulsi was referring to the already 
completed first phase of the detection 
campaign in southern Jordan. 

QAFHS began testing children in the 
southern districts of Karak, Ma’an. 
Aqaba, and Tafileh in 1987, offering free 
hearing aids to the needy, Mr. Abu 
Khadra said. 


However, success was limited due to 
the lack of comprehensive training for 
the deaf, according to Dr. Nabulsi. 

“There was no training available for 
auditory speech therapy.” he said. ‘The 
children's development was [stunted] 
because there was no comprehensive 
rehabilitation offered.” 

Future developments in the south will 
include centres dealing with hearing and 
speech therapy, he added. 

QAFHS recently completed an inten- 
sive training session of 10 special educa- 
tion teachers from various Ministry of 
Social Development centres throughout 
the Kingdom. 

"We will continue training teachers so 
that we may develop comprehensive cen- 
tres to aid deaf children,” Dr. Nabulsi 
explained. 

According to him, five per cent of the 
population suffer from hearing impedi- 
ments. 

When ihe Jordan Times inquired as to 
the cause of such a high rate of deafness. 
Dr. Nabulsi attributed it to inter-mar- 
riages within a given family. 

He explained that the risk of passing 
hearing impediments onto one’s children 
doubles when the parents are both cam- 
era of the defective gene. 

“Nonetheless, aiding those children 
now through early detection will improve 
the life of the child and parents." he 
asserted. “Developing these children's 
skills will allow them to become produc- 
tive members of society.” 

The second phase will include training 
and testing for all needy children from 
northern districts such as Ajloun. Balqa. 
and Mafraq, Mr. Abu-Khadru concluded. 

The QAFHS, established in 1978 by the 
late Queen Alia, was the first centre for 
the deaf in the Kingdom. 

Canada and Italy have funded medical 
equipment, hearing aids, and have also 
offered scholarships for audio and speech 
training, according to QAFHS officials. 
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Rift between Serbs could 
produce rival governments 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — Bosnian Serb hardliners have cr imin als who continue to < 
brushed aside international criticism and renewed calls for Mr. Karadzic was forced 
President Biljana Plavsic to resign in a power struggle that ago under heavy intematior 
threatened to produce rival governments in Serb territory. to wield influence and has 
Opponents of Mrs. Plavsic allied with indicted war crim- handed down by the U.N. > 
inal and ex-President Radovan Karadzic scoffed at interna- Fuelling speculation that 1 
tional warnings that they were flouting the law by refusing on the war crimes issue, l 
to accept a presidential decision to dissolve parliament Cohen and a senior NATO 
“It is ironic that our constitution is interpreted by busy allied troops to capture ini 
bodies from the international community,” Momcilo Mr. Karadzic. 

Krajisnik, the Serb member of the Bosnian presidency and “Nothing has been ruled i 
a main ally of Mr. Karadzic, said late Monday. reporters as he travelled to 

“They have no right to do so, but they want to create even “There has been no decisio 
grearer chaos here. No one has the right to get involved in of the (TJ.S.J administratio 
our internal affairs.” Mr. Krajisnik said in remarks broad- can to strengthen the War C 
cast on Bosnian Serb television. Mr. Krajisnik, however, s 

The United States and European governments say Mrs. to eventually return to the p 
Plavsic acted in line with the constitution when she dis- Serb leader had promised “ 
solved the Bosnian Serb Assembly last week and called the post-Dayton period.” 
new elections for Sept. 1 . Meanwhile, Bosnian Serb 

With Mrs. Plavsic possessing the legal right to form a new Colic Tuesday warned the : 
government in a matter of days, diplomats were concerned out of Bosnia’s political affa 
two rival authorities could emerge splitting Serb territory the pro-government Serbian 
into western and eastern halves. His criticism came after tl 

The United Nations mission in Bosnia said some police to Mrs. Plavsic who is lock* 
units had sided with Mrs. Plavsic and were guarding her erstwhile hardline allies, 
offices in the northwest town of Banja Luka. “Any outside interferena 

A U.N. spokesman said International Police monitors we are faced with will be sc 
were refusing to deal with the interior minister, a Karadzic own institutions ... Intemati 
loyalist whom Mrs. Plavsic tried to suspend a week ago. do not interest us,” Gen. Cc 
Mrs. Plavsic has capitalised on resentment against the Gen. Colic, an ally of top 
insulated party leadership ruling from the mountain village cilo Krajisnik, said there 
of Pale, outside Sarajevo. ranks and that the military 

Morale was running high among her supporters in Banja publika Srpska's legal instil 
Luka, where large rallies were held over the weekend back- On Monday U.S. Secreta 
ing the president against the Pale leadership. in Madrid for a NATO su 

Western envoys called on Karadzic loyalists Monday to leads the 31.000-strong p 
end censorship of the official television network and grant should back Mrs. Plavsic. 
Mrs. Plavsic free access to the airwaves. The United States would 

Although Mrs. Plavsic is a Nationalist ideologue. Western meeting here from Tuesday 
governments have lent her support because they say she has isolate Bosnian Seri? leaden 
shown a willingness to cooperate with the Dayton Peace tation of Bosnia's 1995 pea 
Accords to obtain reconstruction aid for Serb territory. On Monday Mr. KrajisniA 

Mrs. Plavsic, a former Karadzic protege, has broken with m unity that any interferena 
the ruling party leadership in peacetime, levelling charges would “signify the end of 
of rampant corruption. Peace Accords." 

She has accused Mr. Karadzic and his circle of plundering Mr. Krajisnik is a close a! 
Bosnia's Serb entity while ordinary Serbs struggle to sur- Radovan Karadzic, whose 
vive in grinding poverty. with Mrs. Plavsic for contr 

Trying to counter the charges, Mr. Krajisnik said on tele- war Bosnia. 
vision that corruption in Serb territory was no worse than in Washington has said it v 
other Balkan countries. He accused Mrs. Plavsic of acting taken by the Serb parliamet 
like a monarch and demanded she resign. Thursday. The parliament it 

The political turmoil has drawn attention again to the fail- ance of her decree and pass 
ure of major powers to arrest Mr. Karadzic and indicted war of her powers. 


4 reported dead in Poland floods 


WARSAW <R) — Four peo- 
ple have been killed in 
floods in southern Poland. 
Polish TV reported Mon- 
day, after days of heavy rain 
swelled some major rivers 
to danger levels. 

The Polish cabinet held a 
crisis meeting to discuss the 
floods and Prime Minister 
Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz 
was leading an official dele- 
gation to observe develop- 
ments in the worst affected 
provinces of Katowice. 
Walbrzych and Opole. gov- 
ernment spokeswoman 
Aleksandra Jakubowska 
told a news conference. 

The PAP news agency 
said some 400 people were 
evacuated in Opole pro- 
vince and over 120 houses 
were flooded in Katowice 
province. 

Other reports from the 
affected areas told of many 
homes under threat, chil- 
dren evacuated from holi- 
day camps, and under- 
ground gas. electricity and 
telecommunications facili- 
ties swamped in the Upper 
Silesia industrial area. 

Army cadets, soldiers and 
police were being called in 
to reinforce Fire brigades 


dealing with the emergen- 
cies. 

Ms. Jakubowska said 
Czech officials, themselves 
battling floods, were empty- 
ing reservoirs into the Odra 
River which flows north 
into southwestern Poland. 

“On July 6 the Czech side 
began emptying retention 
reservoirs into the Odra, 
which has worsened the sit- 
uation," she said. 

Police in the Czech Re- 
public said a Vienna-War- 
saw express train careered 
off a bridge and some of its 
cars plunged into floodwa- 
ters in the northeast Mon- 
day. injuring at least 64 pas- 
sengers. 

The bridge had apparently 
been weakened by floods. 

The incident occurred on 
the Odra River south of 
Ostrava, the third biggest 
Czech city. 

The Czech news agency 
CTK said torrential rain 
since the weekend was 
believed to have caused six 
deaths — two women and 
four men — but it stressed 
no casualty report bad been 
independently confirmed. 

About one-third of Ostra- 
va was inundated. Czech 


EU set for talks with 5 E. Europeans 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
European Commission plans 
to recommend next week 
opening membership talks 
with five Eastern European 
countries along with Cyprus. 
European Union (EU) offi- 
cials said Monday. 

“The assessment that the 
(EU Commission) services 
have made to date would 
suggest thar they would rec- 
ommend on the basis of 
objective criteria In start 
negotiations with six.” one 
official, who has seen draft 
documents circulated to the 
20 European commission- 
ers, told Reuters. 

Another official told 
Reuters that Poland. Hunga- 
ry and the Czech Republic 
— widely seen as the fron- 
trunners — would be put in 
the first wave of enlarge- 
ment talks when the EU exe- 
cutive gives its views on 
July 16 on which of the 10 
eastern countries that have 
applied are ready for mem- 
bership. 

The draft being considered 
by the commissioners also 
points to Estonia and Slove- 
nia as being ready, he said 

The case of Cyprus, which 


has already been deemed 
suitable for EU membership 
and has been waiting in line 
for some time, is being 
pushed heavily by Greece. 

The news will come as a 
blow to Slovakia. Latvia, 
Lithuania. Bulgaria and 
Romania which have lob- 
bied hard for talks on joining 
the wealthy Western club to 
take place with all the appli- 
cants at the same time. 

Many had warned of the 
impact on their populations 
of a double rejection, as the 
NATO military alliance is 
only expected to invite 
Poland, the Czech Republic 
and Hungary to a first 
expansion wave when its 
leaders meet in Madrid 
Tuesday. 

A spokeswoman for the 
EU's External Relations 
Commissioner Hans van 
Den Broek — who refused 
all comment on the commis- 
sion plan until it is formally 
announced on July 16 — 
said there had never been 
any question of the EU act- 
ing as a consolation prize for 
NATO rejects. 

‘There will be no consola- 
tion prize. We don’t want 


c rimin als who continue to obstruct the peace process. 

Mr. Karadzic was forced to step down as president a year 
ago under heavy international pressure but he has continued 
to wield influence and has scoffed at charges of genocide 
handed down by the U.N. War Crimes Tribunal. 

Fuelling speculation that Western policy might be shifting 
on the war crimes issue. U.S. Defence Secretary William 
Cohen and a senior NATO official refused to rule out using 
allied troops to capture indicted war criminals, including 
Mr. Karadzic. 

“Nothing has been ruled in or ruled out,” Mr. Cohen told 
reporters as he travelled to the NATO summit in Madrid. 
“There has been no decision made. It has been the position 
of the (U.S.) administration that we will do whatever we 
can to strengthen the War Crimes Tribunal." 

Mr. Krajisnik, however, suggested Mr. Karadzic planned 
to eventually return to the public arena. He said the wartime 
Serb leader had promised “not to interfere in politics until 
the post-Dayton period.” 

Meanwhile, Bosnian Serb army commander. General Pero 
Colic Tuesday warned the international community to stay 
out of Bosnia’s political affairs, in an interview published by 
the pro-government Serbian daily Vecemje NovostL 

His criticism came after the United States rallied Monday 
to Mrs. Plavsic who is locked in a bitter political battle with 
erstwhile hardline allies. 

“Any outside interference is unacceptable. The problem 
we are faced with will be solved by the Republika Srpska’s 
own institutions ... International interpretations of our texts 
do not interest us,” Gen. Colic warned. 

Gen. Colic, an ally of top Bosnian Serb hardliner Mom- 
cilo Krajisnik, said there was “total unity” within army 
ranks and that the military would recognise “only the Re- 
publika Srpska's legal institutions." 

On Monday U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, 
in Madrid for a NATO summit, said the alliance, which 
leads the 31. 000-strong peacekeeping force in Bosnia, 
should back Mrs. Plavsic. 

The United States would be asking its NATO partners 
meeting here from Tuesday to take “coordinated action" to 
isolate Bosnian Serb leaders opposed to the full implemen- 
tation of Bosnia's 1995 peace treaty, she added. 

On Monday Mr. Krajisnik warned the international com- 
munity that any interference in his country's political crisis 
would “signify the end of the application of the Dayton 
Peace Accords." 

Mr. Krajisnik is a close ally of former Bosnian Serb chief 
Radovan Karadzic, whose supporters are in open conflict 
with Mrs. Plavsic for control of the Serb-run half of post- 
war Bosnia. 

Washington has said it will not acknowledge decisions 
taken by the Serb parliament which Mrs. Plavsic dissolved 
Thursday. The parliament met Friday and Saturday in defi- 
ance of her decree and passed a law enabling it to strip her 
of her powers. 
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any of that. There’s no link 
between the two.” she said. 

Estonia and Slovenia will 
breathe a sigh of relief 
because they had feared that 
the failure of ELI leaders to 
agree ai their June 16-17 
summit in Amsterdam on 
institutional changes needed 
to adapt the EU to wider 
membership would limit the 
EU's next enlargement wave 
to five countries. 

This would have meant 
one or the other being left 
out 

European Commission 
President Jacques Santer and 
Dutch Prime Minister Wim 
Kok promised leaders from 
the applicant countries iasi 
week that the EU's internal 
power struggle would not 
affect the enlargement. 

Under the decision 
reached at Amsterdam, if 
more than five new coun- 
tries are taken in the EU 
must bold a new intergov- 
ernmental conference to 
overhaul its decision-mak- 
ing procedures, and that 
could prove tricky to achieve 
as some of the EU's smaller 
countries will be unwilling 
to cede power. 



An image taken by the Imager for Mars Pathfinder (IMP) after its deployment on Sol 3 shows the two hills in the 
dktunpp-, appro xim ately one or two kilometres away, which have been dubbed the ‘Twin Peaks.’ The white areas 
on fire left hill, called the ‘Ski Run’ by scientists, may have been formed by hydraulic processes (Reuter photo) 

Scientists find evidence of massive Mars flooding 


PASADENA (R) — Scien- 
tists Monday said the area 
around the Mars Pathfinder 
landing site was hit by a cat- 
astrophic flood billions of 
year ago. 

Using pictures from the 
Pathfinder lander, scientists 
said floods around the Ares 
Vafiis Basin were about die 
same size as those that cre- 
ated the Mediterranean Sea. 

Michael Malin, one of the 
scientists, speculated the 
flooding was hundreds of 
kilometres wide and sent 
water surging at a rate of 
about 35 million cubic feet 
(one million cubic metres) 
per second. 

“A comparable flood on 
Earth would be the one that 
filled the Mediterranean 
Basin.” he told reporters. 

Evidence of . the . flood 
could be seen' by the fact 
that large boulders were 
stacked up against each 
other as if they had been 
pushed by the flood waters, 
Mr. Malin said. 

He said he believed that 
crusts on the nocks were 
formed by sale and sediment 
from the flood waters as 
they receded and left pud- 
dles on the rocks. A similar 
crusting pattern could be 
seen on rocks in Hawaii 
thrown out by volcanic 


activity, he added. 

Mission scientist Matthew 
Golombek said the findings 
so far posed the question, 
“could early Mars have 
been much wannerand wa- 
ter?” 

“The implications are 
enormous because liquid 
water is the key ingredient 
for life.” he added. 

One of the aims of foe 
Mars Expeditionary Prog- 
ramme, which will send 
four more landers to various 
sites oo die planet over the 
next eight years, is to dis- 
cover if life, even in its most 
primitive form, ever existed 
on the red planet. 

Scientists also want to 
know where the water went 
and what happened to what 
they believe was an atmos- 
phere that was once as 
dense as Earth’s but is now 
much thinner. 

Signs of the flooding were 
clearly visible in what the 
Pathfinder scientists refer to 
as “The Monster Pan” — a 
vast panoramic view of the 
dusty red Martian surface 
and the salmon coloured 
sky so large that it is best 
viewed as a video. 

The “Pan” is a composite 
made up of hundreds of 
images sent back by the 
Pathfinder spacecraft fol- 


lowing its picture perfect 
landing on Mars last Friday. 
Other photos unveiled Mon- 
day showed the Sojourner 
rover backed up against a 
rock almost as big as itself, 
affectionately named “Bar- 
nacle Bill” by the crew at 
the Jet Propulsion Labora- 
tory in Pasadena. 

Displaying the picture, 
Mr. Golombek told repor- 
ters: “This shows how the 
.rover nestled up and affec- 
tionately kissed Barnacle 
Bill." 

Sojourner; a six-wheeled 
vehicle about the size of a 
. microwave oven, backed up 
to the rock late Sunday and 
scanned it with its alpha 
proton X-Ray spectrometer 
for 10 hours, sending a 
wealth of data back to 
Earth. 

Scientists said r Monday 
they hoped to be able to- 
give at least a preliminary 
analysis of the rock’s com- 
position Tuesday. They 
hope to learn eventually 
how the planet was formed, 
what changes occurred over 
the years and whether life 
ever existed on Mars. 

Mr. Golombek said “Bar- 
nacle Bill” was of particular 
interest because it is not 
dusted by the red Martian 
soil that covers other rocks. 


The same is true of “Yogi,” 
a much bigger rock dial 
resembles a bear, which the 
rover will take a look at 
later Monday. 

In addition, cameras on 
board Sojourner and the 
Pathfinder lander craft con- 
tinued to send a stream of 
pictures back to Earth, inc- 
luding closeups of rocks and 
die sandy sofl that covers ^ 
much of the Martian surface. f v 

Scientists have taken the 
opportunity for light relief 
in naming the rocks that 
show up in the pictures. One 
is named “Flat Top,” anoth- 
er is “Casper” after “Casper 
The Ghost” because it has a 
whitish hue and one has 
been dubbed “The Couch” 
because it looks like one. 

“Perfectly” was Mr. Go- 
lombek T s favourite word 
Monday as he 'briefed re- 
porters. “We had a very pro- 
dactive day (Sunday). The 
spacecraft is operating per- 
fectly, the rover is working 
peffbedy and the instru- 
ments are working perfect- 
ly," he said. . 

Even the computers on 
board the lander and the 
rover were speaking to each 
other “perfectly” following 
a communications glitch 
between the two that was 
overcome Saturday, he said. ( 


Mexico ’s PRI loses big, but not everything 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
The Institutional Revolutio- 
nary Party (PRI) was hit 
with reverses on every front 
in a weekend vote, and the 
big question is now whether 
the clean elections backed 
by party reformers will spell 
its doom. 

“It (the PRI) has a future,” 
said Mexico City political 
analyst Victor Alvarez 
Olguin. “It lost a lot but is 
still the biggest party by a 
s mall margin." 

The PRL which has won 
every presidential vote and 
controlled Congress since 
1929, lost the Mexico City 
mayoral race Sunday to 
center-left leader Cuauhte- 
moc Cardenas, and was de- 
feated in two gubernatorial 
races by the right. 

The party also lost its 
absolute majority' in the 
Chamber of Deputies for 
the first time, in the cleanest 
vote in decades. The PRI 
will retain a plurality in the 
lower house. 

The Mexican stock mar- 
ket reacted to the vote with 
glee, rising 2.08 per cent 
(96.64 points) Monday to 
hit hs 39th record this year. 

“I don’t think that we’re at 
the end of anything, we’re 
at the beginning of a bal- 
ance of forces that we've 


never before seen in Mexi- 
co," said PRI President 
Humberto Roque Villanu- 
eva in a Monday press con- 
ference. 

“We now have a majority 
party, the PRI, and well 
behind, there are second and 
third parties of nearly the 
same size.” he said. 

The PRI’s goal had been 
to hit 42.1 per cent of the 
congressional vote, which 
under the complicated Me- 
xican system would have 
been enough to give it an 
absolute majority. 

But with 86.84 per cent of 
the deputy vote counted, the 
PRI had 38.65 per cent; the 
center-right National Action 
Party (PAN) 26.99 per cent; 
and the centre-left Party of 
the Democratic Revolution 
(PRD) 25.59 per cent 

PRD President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador 
Monday called his party 's 
electoral results a “step for- 
ward for democracy in 
Mexico." 

“We believe that anything 
that adds to Mexico’s 
strength as a democracy is 
good for our common 
future,” said U.S. President 
Bill Clinton in Madrid. “It 
doesn’t matter how it (the 
vote) came out.” 

"The election contributes 


to stability” Mr. Clinton’s 
deputy national security 
advisor Jim Steinberg said. 
“There cannot be stability 
without an opportunity for 
the people to- express their 
views, to feel that die gov- 
ernment is elected." 

To some extent, the PRI’s 
lost ground is due not only 
to economic problems and 
anger over corruption but 
also a 1996 electoral reform 
that President Ernesto Ze- 
dillo and others in the party 
backed. 

Ml Zedillo said Monday 
the PRI’s results “are very 
good.” emphasising that, 
because the PRI “gave up 
advantages it used to have,” 
the party has shown that in a 
fair electoral conrest it can 
retain power. 

' “It seems to me that 
what’s happened is that the 
PRI gave up with a whim- 
per. Zedillo wanted a debate 
in the party and ft seems to 
me that that’s what he’s 
going to get,” said John 
Bailey, a Mexico expert at- 
Georgetown University in 
Washington. 

The actual number of 
deputies each party will 
have is uncertain. 

But it is clear the PAN and 
Mr. Cardenas’ centre-left 
PRD could make life diffi- 


cult for Mr. Zedillo. 

Both parties have said they 
want U.S. -style congression- 
al corruption probes, and 
with the PRI holding the 
reins of- power for decades 
they are a likely target- 

The Chamber of Deputies 
must approve Mr. Zedillo's 
budget, and both the lower 
chamber and the Senate 
must approve taxation and 
debt While the PRI suf- 
fered reverses in the Senate, 
too few seats were open to 
make it possible for thef 
party to lose its majority 
there. 

A big question now is how 
the PRI will react to the 
stinging-defeat. 

Analyst ‘ Victor Alvarez 
predicted an internal debate 
that would bring to the fore 
a new generation of PRI 
leaders that were “maybe 
not younger “but would have 
a more modem viewpoint.” ■ 

And Ml Bailey predicted^ 
thar Mexican politics would 
at last begin to see some 
charisma. 

“I’d expect to see some 1 
personalities emerge. Dis- 
cipline and conformity got; 
rewarded in die past.” hdC 
said. “You’ll see people try- 
ing to define themselves/ 
It’s a whole new political 
culture.” 


Child sex protests set for Belgian national day 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgians 
will renew street protests on 
their National Day holiday 
July 21 against perceived state 
inaction in (he wake of a child 
sex murder scandal, organis- 
ers said Monday. 

"After a year almost nothing 
has changed.” said Desire 
Minnove, representing the 
many White Committees set 
up after the bodies of four 
murdered children were 
found. 


"Our hunger for change and 
renewal has not been stilled. 
We hoped the children's 
deaths would to serious 
efforts to lake into account the 
wishes of the people, but hi 
vain.” 

The committees adopted the 
colour white as a symbol of 
mourning, but also as a sign of 
hope that reports of bungling 
during the search for the chil- 
dren would spark an oiganisa^ 
tional overhaul of the police. 


The White Committees plan 
to display banners and white 
balloons as close as possible 
to the royal palace’ > d(utng.the 
July 21 nufiiaiy parade in 
Brussels. Ms. Minnoye said. 

Flowers will .be laid by ihe 
central Brussels Monument ; 
for. AH Missing and Dead;. 
Children and a wreath would 
be placed otaskfe parliament, 1 
she said to a statement 
The National Day'deinb nr 
stations would seektorevive _ 


a nationwide groundswell of 
■ concern and sympathy which 
erupted after the discovery of 
the sexually abused bodies of 
rWogiris and two teenagers in 
August last year. 

The chief suspectm the case 
;-iS’ Marc Dutroux, a convicted 
i'.sex offender released ftom 
. prisem Ur 1992 after serving 
just two years of a 13-year 
. sentence for raping five chil- 
dren. He has been to detention 
-since Jast August. . 
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North Koreans bow their heads in Pyongyang Tuesday during a national memorial service on the third anniver- 
sary of the death of late President Kim D-Snng. North Korea declared that the official three-year mourning period 
was over, signalling the start of a new stage in the country’s political development. The photograph was taken in 
Tokyo off a television broadcast from Pyongyang by North Korea’s official television KRT (Reuter photo) 

N. Korea ends mourning for Kim Il-Sung 


TOKYO (AFP;i — North 
~ Korea Tuesday declared an 
cod to a three-year period of 
mourning for President Kim 
Il-Sung. paving the way for 
his eldest son to take abso- 
lute power in a nation stric- 
ken by hunger and bristling 
with military might 
“Greai leader comrade 
Kim Jong-IT attended a 
national meeting in Pyong- 
yang for the third anniver- 
sary of his father's death, 
Che Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) and offi- 
:v rial radio broadcasts moni- 
tored here reported. 

But the reclusive leader 
was identified only by his 
present tides, chairman of 
the National Defence Com- 
mission and supreme com- 
mander of the People's 
Armed Forces, indicating 
he has yet to officially suc- 
ceed his father. 

North Korean officials 
have hinted die youngeci 
Kim, 55. would assume the- 
top state posts vacated by - 
hisTather — state president 


and general secretary of rbe 
all-powerful Workers Party 
— after the mourning peri- 
od ended. 

Memorial addresses at the 
meeting vowed to defend 
the younger Kim, the mili- 
tary commander-in-chief 
since late 1991, as the only 
rightful successor. 

The rally took place at the 
Kumsusan Memorial Palace 
where the body of the late 
Kim is preserved. For near- 
ly 50 years Kim. who died 
aged 82, ruled the northern 
half of the divided Korean 
Peninsula with an Iron grip. 

Vice-Premier and Foreign 
Minister Kim Yong-Nam 
called the memorial meet- 
ing a “solemn occasion with 
which die period of mourn- 
ing expires.” 

In an address earned by 
KCNA, he stressed that the 
late president solved “the 
question of inheritance of 
the leadership with a high 
sense of responsibility for 
socialism and die future of 
the people.” ' 


He confirmed that the 
secretive Stalinist state 
remained in u state of 
heightened vigilance while 
its acute food shortages and 
other economic woes forced 
it to appeal for international 
aid. 

‘Today imperial ists and 
reactionaries are intensify- 
ing their campaign against 
socialism and the Democra- 
tic People's Republic of 
Korea in the world arena,” 
Mr. Kira Yong-Nam said. 

“With a view to coping 
with the grave situation of 
the country, comrade Kim 
Jong-II placed the military 
affairs ahead of all other 
state affairs.” 

Speculation has heen-jjfe 
among Pyongyang watchers 
that the junior Kim might 
become president on Sept. 
9, the anniversary of die 
founding^of North Korea, 
and party" chief on Oct 10, 
the Workers Parly's birth-, 
day. 

After two'years of severe 
flooding^ North Korea has 


agreed to discuss with 
South Korea, the United 
States and China ways to 
establish durable peace on 
the peninsula — on condi- 
tion of more food aid. 

But, at the same time. 
North Korea has stepped up 
warnings to its 23 million 
people about external pres- 
sures to change their rigid 
system. 

At the memorial meeting, 
Vice-MarshaJ Jo Myong- 
Rok. director of the army’s 
political department, said 
the North Korean military 
was ready to “answer the 
‘retaliation' of the enemies 
with retaliation, an all-out 
war with an all-out war.” 

“If the enemies' dare pull 
the trigger of aggression, 
our People's Army will pull 
the trigger of retaliatory 
blow in no time — merci- 
lessly annihilate the U.S. 
imperial fsV aggressors, their 
followers and the South 
Korean puppets,” he said. 


Hollywood bids farewell to actor Jimmy Stewart 
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BEVERLY HILLS fR) — 
Hollywood bid a final 
farewell Monday to one of 
the greatest stars from the 
golden age of movies — 
Jimmy Stewart 
Dozens of fans crammed 
™ trendy Rodeo Drive out- 
J ■!'■ side the Beverly Hills 
Presbyterian Church 
where- many of Stewart's 
long-time friends and col- 
leagues attended a memor- 
ial service. 

The actor, who died last 
Wednesday of a heart 
attacks the age of 89, was 
buried earlier in the day at 
a private funeral at a Los 
Angeles cemetery. He had 
been a virtual reclose since 
his wife, Gloria, died in 
1994. 

Nancy Reagan was at the 
service Monday, but with- 
out her husband, former 
President Ronald Reagan. 
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rarely seen in public. 

A frail-looking Bob Hope 
n ,r,\ i'% attended with his wife 
.j.ji io 1 Dolores, as did two of 
Stewart's big-screen lead- 
.,,>r Ah* ing ladies, June Allyson 
-,Jd* and Esther Williams. 
■ * Actor Robert Stack and 
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of p Comedienne Carol Bur- 
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75-strong congregation. 
Inside the Spanish -style 
church. Reverend James 
Morrison enlogised Ste- 
wart as a war hero, who 
served his country in the 
World War H. 

Later, a bugler from the 
air force played “Taps” 
(The Last Post) for a man 
who flew bombing mis- 
sions over Germany and 
ended the war the highest- 
ranking Hollywood star in 
the U.S. Armed Services. 
He won the distinguished 
Flying Cross and later 
served in the air force 
reserve for many years. 
“He was a man of great 
success, but he would 
never have measured suc- 
cess as most measure it 
today, iu terms of status, 
position, wealth,” Rev. 
Morrison told the congre- 
gation. 

“He would measure suc- 
cess In the ability that one 
had to relate to other peo- 
ple and enrich a life, and 
indeed he did enrich lives.” 
The minis ter noted that 
Stewart was a long-time 
Presbyterian, who regular- 
ly attended services at the 
church just a block away 
from the ritzy shops of 
Rodeo Drive — a symbol 


of conspicuous material- 
ism many of Stewart’s 
screen characters might 
have rejected. 

He was remembered by 
fans as portraying a decent 
American “everyman” in 
many of his nearly 80 
films. 

“He probably epitomised 
what is best about Ame- 
rica,” said Linda brown, a 
tourist from Jacksonville, 
Florida, outside the 
church. Her husband 
Quince said: “Jimmy Ste- 
wart was one of the great- 
est actors. There will never 
be another." 

Stewart's twin daughters 
Judy and Kelly and his 
stepson, Michael McLean, 
were accompanied into the 
church for the 45-minute 
service by an air force hon- 
our guard. 

“When they played ’taps,' 
we all fell apart,” Edie 
Wasserman, wife of leg- 
endary Hollywood studio 
executive Lew Wasserman, 
told reporters after the 
service. 

“He was the most loyal, 
honest and true gentleman 
I ever knew,” said Ms. 
Allyson, who played oppo- 
site Stewart in The Glenn 
Miller Story. 


President Reagan, a for- 
mer actor who presented 
Stewart with a Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 1985, 
last week mourned the loss 
of a “dose, dose friend.” 
“We shared so many of 
life’s precious moments 
with Iiim and with Gloria,” 
Mr. Reagan and his wife, 
Nancy, said in a statement. 
“We’ll miss him terribly, 
but we know they’re 
happy to be together once 
a gain. ” 

Daily Variety, the trade 
paper of Hollywood, car- 
ried two full-page tributes 
to Stewart Monday. 

One, from Republic Pic- 
tures, showed the actor iu 
a still from It’s A Wonder- 
ful Life surrounded by his 
screen wife Donna Reed 
and their children. 

“Every time a bell rings, 
we’ll think of you” it said, 
in a paraphrase of the line 
from the film in which his 
daughter said everytime a 
bell rings, an angel gets his 
wings. 

Sony Pictures had an ad 
showing Stewart in a still 
from Mr. Smith Goes To 
Washington saying simply: 
“Farewell, Mr. Smith.” 


Policeman shot as Northern 
Ireland violence flares anew 


BELFAST (R) — A Nor- 
thern Ireland policeman was 
shot and wounded on Porta- 
down's Garvaghy Road 
early Tuesday in fresh vio- 
lence sparked by the routing 
of a Protestant parade down 
the same road Sunday. 

Witnesses said the police- 
man was injured when five 
shots rang out during distur- 
bances involving Catholic 
demonstrators. His injuries 
were not thought to be life- 
threatening. 

He was die second mem- 
ber of the security forces to 
be shot since the latest up- 
surge of violence in Nor- 
thern Ireland began last 
weekend. A policewoman 
suffered facial injuries 
when she was shot in a pat- 
rol vehicle in Coalisland. 
northwest of Belfast, Sun- 
day. 

The attack in rural Porta- 
down was assumed to be the 
work of Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) gunmen fight- 
ing British rule in Northern 
Ireland or a breakaway 
group exacting revenge for 
The refusal of the authorities 
to ban Sunday's Orange 
Order parade. 

The wave of violence 
w hich swept across the pro- 
vince Sunday ebbed some- 
what offer the IRA's politi- 
cal wing. Sinn Fein, ap- 
pealed for a “calm and dig- 
nified protest.” 

Police said there were 
several incidents overnight 
in which Catholic youths 
hijacked cars and set them 
ablaze. Some gunshots were 
fired at security forces in 
Catholic West Belfast. 

Anger was still running 
high and threatened to blaze 
again at the weekend when 
Ftotestant organisations 
hold two flashpoint march- 


es in Catholic areas despite 
vigorous opposition by resi- 
dents. 

A Belfast reporter, Ivan 
Little, told a local radio sta- 
tion that he had been invited 
to a clandestine news con- 
ference by heavily-armed 
Loyalist guerrillas who told 
him they would defend 
Proresranr areas if attacked 
by Catholics. 

Loyalists are officially 
observing a truce they 
called in October 1994 but 
have been blamed by police 
for a series of attacks 
against Catholic targets in 
the past six months. 

They have not been in- 
volved in any of the vio- 
lence over the Portadown 
parade and it was the first 
time the guerrillas had been 
linked to current Northern 
Ireland tension. 

Police were investigating 
the death of a Protestant 
youth who apparently died 
in an explosion in south 
Belfast but refused to con- 
firm or deny speculation 
that he was handling a 
bomb. Some repons said he 
was a well-known Loyalist. 

Britain's embattled Nor- 
thern Ireland secretary. Mo 
Mowlam, said the circum- 
stances surrounding his 
death were unclear but ad- 
ded: “One death is one 
death too many. Northern 
Ireland has seen too much 
tragedy. Violence solves 
nothing. It accomplishes 
nothing.’’ 

If the death was linked to 
guerrilla violence, it would 
be the first fatality since the 
worst violence for years 
engulfed Northern Ireland 
after police allowed the 
Orange Order march 
through a Catholic enclave 
of Portadown Sunday. 


Mrs. Mowlam was expec- 
ted to be questioned about a 
report that she and her ad- 
visers decided three weeks 
ago to rush Sunday's 
Orange Order parade down 
the Catholic Garvaghy 
Road Area of Portadown. 

The report, in London's 
Independent newspaper, 
quoted a confidential gov- 
ernment document as say- 
ing the decision was the 
“least worst option” and 
contradicted Mrs. Mow- 
lam’s public version that the 
move was a last-minute 
decision after mediation 
artempts failed. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair refused to bury a 
faltering Northern Ireland 
peace process sponsored by 
the London and Dublin gov- 
ernments. 

Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the IRA, urged 
youths to end riots and ear 
hijackings which turned 
Irish Nationalist ghettos in- 
to no-go zones and IRA 
traps for police and British 
troops. 

Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams appealed for calm 
and dignified protest but 
blamed Britain for igniting 
the anger. 

Martin McGuintiess. an 
elected member of the 
British Parliament and Sinn 
Fein's chief negotiator, said 
he was struck on the head 
by police in scuffles around 
a Catholic demonstration 
against a Protestant band 
parade in Beliughy. 

The march passed off rel- 
atively peacefully but Ca- 
tholic activists said they 
expected massed opposition 
Saturday to a parade down 
the Lower Omieau road of 
South Belfast, scene of vio- 
lent clashes in previous 


years. 

The parade takes place on 
the "Glorious Twelfth ” the 
12th of July anniversary of 
a 1690 banle victory by 
King James over an invad- 
ing Catholic king which the 
Orange Order sees as the 
most cherished dale in its 
calendar. 

Mrs. Mowlam held brief 
talks Monday night with 
leaders of the Orange Order, 
who are determined they 
will inarch down the road 
despite threats of protest by 
local Catholic community 
chiefs. 

There was no immediate 
sign the Orange Order 
might agree to any rerouting 
of the march. Jeffrey Do- 
naldson. assistant grand 
master of the order, said the 
violence was the fault of 
Irish Nationalists alone and 
his organisation was nor to 
blame. 

“We do try to take on 
board legitimate concerns. 
But Orangemen have rights 
as well, enshrined in inter- 
national law." he told Bri- 
tish television. The order 
says it warns only to walk 
peacefully along public 
roads which belong to no 
group. 

The Apprentice Boys, 
another Protestant organisa- 
tion. is also planning a Sa- 
turday parade in Northern 
Ireland’s second city of 
Londonderry, birthplace of 
militant Irish Nationalism 
and scene of violent protest 
over the weekend. 

More than 100 people 
have been injured since 
Sunday, including two 14- 
year-old youths, one a Pro- 
testant struck by a stray bul- 
let and the other a Catholic 
hit by a plasric bullet. 


Sri Lankan rebels 
hijack ship with 3.8. 
N. Koreans aboard 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Ta- 
mil Tiger rebels hijacked a 
North Korean cargo ship off 
northern Sri Lanka Tuesday 
and abducted the 38-mem- 
ber crew as fighting in the 
country killed 25 people, 
officials said. 

The separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) surrounded the MV 
Morang Bong off the north- 
ern peninsula of Jaffna over- 
night and commandeered 
the 3,000-tonne vessel to a 
nearby rebel stronghold of- 
ficials said. 

‘The ship had a crew of 38 
North Koreans," a spokes- 
man for the local agent of 
the civilian ship said. “We 
have no information about 
die fate of the crew but we 
have asked the owners to get 
in touch with the Red 
Cross.” 

The International Commi- 
ttee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
had secured the release of 
Indonesian crew members 
whom the Tigers abducted 
after torching a passenger 
ferry off the island’s north- 
western coast on July 1 . 

Defence officials said they 
could not recapture the ship 
because it was anchored near 
a rebel base and a rescue 
operation was too danger- 
ous. 

“Obviously the Tigers 
have taken the ship to rake 


its fuel, power generators 
and other sophisticated 
equipment." a military 
spokesman here said. 

Navy sources said the 
North Korean general cargo 
carrier was returning empty 
to the capital Colombo 
when it was surrounded by 
Tiger bouts and forced to a 
rebel base in the northeast- 
ern district of Mullaitivu. 

The agent for the ship said 
it was operating a cargo ser- 
vice for private traders tak- 
ing food and other com- 
modities to the small pier of 
Poim Pedro, the northern- 
most point in the island, in 
the Jaffna Peninsula. 

Security forces are en- 
gaged in a major ground 
offensive aimed at opening a 
land route to Jaffna which 
was wrested from rebel con- 
trol in December 1995. 
However, land access to the 
region is held by the Tigers. 

“When the ships are at- 
tacked like this it will be very 
difficult for the government 
'■to keep Jaffna supplied,” said 
Tamil legislator Dhannalin- 
gam Sidhathan. ‘Tigers are 
clearly trying to cripple the 
sea route.” Mr. S idhat han. 
who leads the anti-LTTE De- 
mocratic People’s Libera- 
tion Front,; said the attacks 
will scare ferry operators as 
well as Tamil civilians wanti- 
ng to travel to Jaffna . 


Scientists work to identify 
‘Che’ Guevara’s bones 


■SANTA CRUZ (R) — A 
team of Larin American sci- 
entists Monday began the 
slow task of identifying 
what they believe are the 
bones of legendary guerrilla 
Ernesto “Che” Guevara. 30 
years after he was shot by 
Bolivian troops. 

A skeleton, including a 
skull which the Cuban sci- 
entific team leader said bore 
the heavy features of the 
charismatic revolutionary, 
was taken from a mass 
grave in a mountain village 
Sunday to the east Bolivian 
city of Santa Cruz. 

While Doctor Jorge Gon- 
zalez insisted final verifica- 
tion of the remains would 
take five days, his Cuban. 
Argentine and Bolivian 
team members did not hide 
their optimism that they had 
found Guevara. 

The skeleton — one of the 
remains of seven supposed 
leftist guerrillas buried in a 
mass grave near the ullage 
of Vaflegrande in 1967 — 
was found without its hands. 

The Bolivian troops who 
executed the Communist 
icon in October 1967 cut off 
his hands so his fingerprints 
would serve as proof he was 
dead. They buried him in a 
secret location. 

“We maintain our rigor- 
ously scientific position that 
still does not allow us to say 
anything for certain.” said 
Dr. Gonzalez, “everything 
said today about the identifi- 
cation of the bones is purely 


the responsibility of journal- 
ists.” 

But Dr. Gonzalez said 
over the weekend he felt a 
“personal conviction” that 
the bones were Guevara's. 

He said work at Santa 
Cruz's Japanese Hospital 
was beginning with a metic- 
ulous cleaning of the bones 
from the seven sets of skele- 
tons and that scientists 
would begin to measure and 
reconstruct broken pieces 
Tuesday. 

There is abundant data 
about Guevara's appearance 
and dental records, includ- 
ing the results of an official 
autopsy, which recorded 
that he was executed with a 
burst of nine bullets. 

The Argentine- bom doc- 
tor and hero of Cuba's 1959 
revolution was trying to 
export communism to South 
America's mainland when 
he was captured, wounded 
and starving, on Ocl 8. 
1967. and shot by a soldier 
in Vallegrande's school. 

Bolivia began the quest 
for Guevara's bones in De- 
cember 1995 after retired 
General Mario Vargas Sali- 
nas broke two decades of 
military silence to say he 
could identify the spot 
where he ordered the burial 
of the guerrillas. 

But he failed to locate the 
spot and the search has since 
been repeatedly suspended 
and resumed, with excava- 
tions centering on an airstrip 
outside Vaflegrande. 
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Myopia vs peace 


THE GENERIC internal crisis in Israel that sprang 
up lately over Ariel Sharon's appointment as 
finance minister, and his insistence that he would 
accept the position only after he is accepted as a 
member or the ‘inner circle of ministers' which is 
responsible for peace negotiations with the 
Palestinians, is not really much of a crisis, and the 
appointment of Yaakov Neeman instead of Sharon, 
is not much of a solution either, at least as far as 
peace is concerned. 

What remains is that the Israeli cabinet as it stood 
at the time of elections, and as it stands today, has 
managed to stay busy over several internal crises 
related to its own survival, that is its own political 
interests versus the interests of Israel as a country. 
Bui it is yet to learn the basic concept of coexistence; 
the basis for any possible true peace in the region 
and subsequently the stability of the political system 
in Israel itself. 

The belief that Sharon’s acceptance in the “inner 
circle" would have put the peace process in deeper 
crisis is inaccurate; Benyamin Netanyahu's “inner 
circle." with or without Sharon, could not have done 
much more to halt the peace process and again 
bring the whole region to the edge of armed conflict. 

The fact that the post in question is that of finance, 
it is being reported that it will be easier for Arabs to 
talk dollars and cents with another man than 
Sharon, whose history is rich with hostility and 
extremism towards the Arabs. But this is not the 
problem, not at least for now. The real problem is 
Netanyahu's ongoing intransigence and the set of 
priorities he has established for himself and his 
fragile coalition, priorities that have managed to 
alienate Israel's peace partners. 

The Middle East and North Africa summit to be 
held in Doha. Qatar, is proof of this; for it is not 
Israel's internal crisis that has managed to establish 
such a unified Arab front against normalisation 
with Israel, it is the fact that the Likud-led govern- 
ment has not yet begun to seek a fair and lasting set- 
tlement with the Palestinians and the rest of the 
Arab World. 

Sure enough, the fragile coalition that is being 
used as an excuse for Israel’s anti-peace politics 
makes the right-wing cabinet seem very weak, but 
what makes the whole formula of peace truly feeble 
Ls the fact that Netanyahu is not worried about what 
makes or breaks the future of Israel and the region 
as much as he is worried about what keeps his reign, 
even at a huge cost that Israel will eventually have to 
pay. 

Until a dramatic change of “inner circle" strategy 
comes about, it does not matter whether it is a 
Neeman vs Sharon case, or inner vs outer circles 
case. It is and will be a matter of the peace vs the 
war camp. It is a matter of the future of the region 
as a w hole. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Arab A I Yawm decried some Arab 
countries' conduct of denying Palestinians holding 
travel documents or temporary passports, the right to 
travel freely in the Arab World. Riham Farra said that 
the Palestinians are in need to move about and cam a 
living now that they arc living in Ihe diaspora, await- 
ing a solution for their problem and their repatriation. 
The w riicr said that some Arab governments, which 
prevent entry of Palestinians with These documents. 
.iUMifv their measure by saying that they do not wish to 
see the displaced Palestinians settle permanently in the 
Arab ttorld and increase the demographic burden 
there. Other governments justify this by saving that the 
prevention is in response to a request by the Palestinian 
leadership which, they claim, has demanded that the 
refugees remain in their present location until a final 
settlement for their problem has been found, added the 
writer. She said the Palestinians should be allowed to 
live freely in the Arab World until the time has come 
for their repatriation and demanded a quick solution to 
their travel problems. The writer said the Palestinian 
leadership should interfere and secure for Ihe 
Palestinians the right to travel and end their isolation 
and imprisonment in the camps. 


A WRITER for A! Dust our reflected on the situation 
in the Arab World and compared it to the situation in 
Europe, saying that while the Arabs are going more 
.md more backward and facing poverty, the Europeans 
are finding ways io overcome the consequences of the 
wars they had among themselves and unifying their 
countries to ensure continued prosperity in the future. 
Rakan Majalr quoted recent U.N. statistics which 
showed that one third of the Arab World lives in pover- 
ty at a lime when the Arab countries* food import bill 
is rising every year as the population continually 
grow s. without any solution in sight. Noting that the 
Arab World has millions of dunums of arable land that 
remain unevploited. the w riter said that the Arab gov- 
ernments possess vast funds stashed in foreign banks 
and benefiting Europeans and Americans’ drive to 
achieve further prosperity and very little is invested in 
Arab state*.. The writer said that while the enemies of 
the past, among the Europeans, are seeking unity, the 
Arabs, who claim they have the same aspirations, lan- 
guage and faith remain in disarray and move back- 
ward*.. with many of their people facing poverty and 
’'lunation. He said that unless the Arab countries 
remove the barriers that divide them and unless they 
seek solidarity, there is no chance for the attainment of 
prosperity enjoyed by the European nations. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James J. Zogby 


Netanyahu’s first year — ■ a truly 


‘clean break’ from the Oslo agreements 


FOR MONTHS now, (sraei 
has been gripped by the 
ongoing drama playing out 
within the year-old 
Netanyahu government. 
The quick tongued. media- 
savvy prime minister has 
shown in his first year in 
office that he could win an 
election, but has difficulty 
holding together an unruly 
coalition. 

If Israel’s new election 
law was designed to pro- 
duce a strong executive, it 
has yielded the opposite. 
The prime minister won his 
election by a mere percent- 
age point. Since his party 
did not win a majority, in 
order to form a government 
he was forced to forge a 
coalition with seven 
diverse political parties. 

To do so. Netanyahu had 
to be shifty and quick-foot- 
ed. That he was. but he was 
not honest. The new prime 
minister displayed the 
same lack of veracity in 
dealing with his own politi- 
cal allies as he did in his 
public pronouncements and 
his private dealings with 
Arab leaders. As a result, 
the quick-footed prime 
minister has repeatedly 
tripped over his own feet. 

Broken promises, secret 
deals and bad-faith manip- 
ulations have cost 
Netanyahu dearly. Not only 
has he alienated several 
Arab and Western leaden;, 
he has also lost support 
from within his own gov- 
ernment. The story in Israel 
for the past few months has 
been one of repeated crises 
that have rocked the 
Netanyahu government. 
There have been scandals 
and there have been defec- 
tors from his cabinet, fol- 
lowed by harsh criticisms 
from the prime minister’s 
former allies. Netanyahu 
has survived, but he has 
been weakened. 

It is now conceivable that 
the Netanyahu premiership 
may not survive to the year 
2000. Some Israelis now 
expect the prime minister 
to fall by mid- 1998. 

It is also likely that 
Netanyahu may not survive 
a future internal election 
within his own party. The 
competition to replace him. 
in pan. explains the machi- 
nations of his ex-Fi nance 
Minister Dan Meridor 
(who resigned in protest), 
his finance minister-desig- 
nate. .Ariel Sharon (who is a 


master of intra-party 
manipulation) and his 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy (another master 
manipulator, who is play- 
ing for a post-Netanyahu 
position). 

But through all of these 
self-imposed wounds, the 
prime minister can point to 
at least one area where he 
has succeeded. While 
feigning a commitment to 
honour Oslo, Netanyahu 
also committed himself to 
making a "clean break” 
with the Oslo ground rules. 


“cantons” with their econo- 
my in shambles. 

At the beginning of his 
tenure, the U.S. urged the 
Arabs to “wait and see" 
how the new prime minis- 
ter would function. It was 
argued that Netanyahu may 
only be a captive of his 
right wing coalition and not 
its leader, and tbar as he 
gained experience and con- 
fidence, he might show 
himself to be a pragmatist 
who could lead his right- 
wing coalition to make the 
needed compromises for 




Thus, despite the inability of the 
prime minister to hold together 
his own coalition , from an Arab 
perspective , the prime minister’s 
first year record is clear. He did 
what he set out to do. Israelis may 
joke that they cannot believe any- 
thing their prime minister tells 
them, but to the Arabs, 
Netanyahu ’s actions have been 
quite direct. 


M 


The break was not so 
clean, but it has been real. 
In one year, the prime min- 
ister virtually dismantled 
the process’ he inherited. 
This is one area where he 
was true to his word, where 
he fulfilled his commit- 


ments. 

The Syrian and Lebanese 
fronts, already stalled and 
wounded during Labour's 
rule, have received serious 
new blows. By rejecting 
progress that had been 
made during his predeces- 
sor's tenure, and ratcheting 
up the rhetorical ante. 
Netanyahu has sought to 
make negotiations with 
Syria impossible. 

On the Palestinian front, 
Netanyahu also sought to 
and succeeded in writing 
his own rules, thereby end- 
ing progress on that track 
as well. 

Netanyahu took issues 
that had been negotiated 
but not implemented, and 
declared it necessary to 
renegotiate their terms. As 
a result. Oslo, which had 
already been deformed, 
was Jefr dismembered. 
Instead of seeing incremen- 
tal steps towards realisation 
of their rights. Palestinians 
were locked into isolated 


peace. 

The first test was to be his 
performance in implement- 
ing the agreement to rede- 
ploy from Hebron. 

Id hindsight, Netanyahu's 
behaviour in this process 
has been telling, both of his 
intentions and the fruits of 
his negotiating and govern- 
ing style. The Hebron 
agreement locked in place 
an impossibly flawed situa- 
tion. With 20 per cent of 
the city, including its cen- 
tral market, under Israeli 
control to protect 400 
extremist, provocative set- 
tlers. Hebron was designed 
to be a time bomb. 

At the same time, in order 
to sell this agreement to his 
far-right partners. 

Netanyahu concluded two 
side agreements that fur- 
ther compounded the 
already difficult situation. 
To Hebron's settlers he 
promised the right to build 
new settlements within the 
city (thus emboldening 
them) and to his far-right 
and religious coalition 
members he committed to 
build new settlements, 
completing the physical 
encirclement of Jerusalem. 

Additionally, the prime 
minister has either stalled 


or dissembled honouring 
commitments made to the 
Palestinians as part of the 
Hebron package. Thus far, 
there has been no move- 
ment on the port and airport 
for Gaza, the long- 
promised safe passage road 
between Gaza and the West 
Bank, no movement on 
economic development for 
the crippled Palestinian 
economy and an insulting 
offer to redeploy Israeli 
troops from only two per 
cent of the West Bank. 

Thus, despite the inability 
of the prime minister to 
hold together his own 
coalition, from an Arab 
perspective, the prime min- 
ister’s first year record is 
clear. He did what he set 
out to do. Israelis may joke 
that they cannot believe 
anything their prime minis- 
ter tells them, but to the 
Arabs. Netanyahu's actions 
have been quite direct. 

In a recent interview 
evaluating his first year in 
office. Netanyahu said as 
much. He claimed that he 
bad been victorious in 
accomplishing his objec- 
tives of stopping Israel 
from returning to its ‘67 
borders and dividing 
Jerusalem. 

Netanyahu said: “I know 
people are anxious and 
afraid. They ask ‘where is 
all this leading.* But you 
must understand if we 
don't want to return to 
shrunken borders... and if 
we don't want to divide 
Jerusalem, then we must 
show the ability to stand 
firm and emerge strength- 
ened from this period." 

The Israeli prime minister 
went on to observe that 
"the price is that the 
Palestinians don't accept 
this and are trying to bring 
back the old rules. I know 
they are having a difficult 
time getting used to us." 

What should be of even 
greater concern to the Arab 
World is that despite the 
prime minister's rejection 
of the formula for peace 
and his obvious domestic 
political problem, there is 
no relief in sight. 

Should Netanyahu be 
removed by the Knesset, 
those in Likud who seek to 
replace him arc clearly no 
better. Benny Begin. Dan 
Meridor and Ariel Sharon, 
though different in many 
respects, are also hardline 
rightists, no more willing to 


honour the mutual recogni- 
tion and land for peace for- 
mulae of Oslo. And with 
Netanyahu having recruit- 
ed more religious rightists 
to Likud, that parry's poli- 
tics will be hardened in the 
future. 

Even more disturbing is 
the effect that Netanyahu 
has bad on shifting the 
entire policy debate in 
Israel to the right. While 
seeking to lower .Arab 
expectations of what peace 
will yield, Netanyahu has 
sought to raise Israeli 
expectations of what they 
can and must keep in any 
peace agreement. 

It is instructive to note 
that while sharply criticis- 
ing Netanyahu's governing 
style and his failure to 
move towards peace. 
Labour's new leader. Ehud 
Barak, has committed him- 
self to a peace proposal that 
appears to differ little from 
the “map" put forward by 
Netanyahu. 

Both leaders insist that. 

— there be no return to 
the *67 borders; 

— greater Jerusalem 
remain united under Israeli 
sovereignty and borders be 
expanded to include the 
Maaie Adumim bloc to the 


east; 

— the majority of Israeli 
settlers in the West Bank 
remain under Israeli sover- 
eignty; and 

— the Jordan River and 
its approaches remain 
under Israeli control. 

Despite party rivalries 
and coalition instability, it 
has become quite possible 
that at this point in “the era 
of Netanyahu" an Israeli 
consensus be found on the 
shape of a final peace 
arrangement with the 
Palestinians. It is also quite 
dear that this Israeli con- 
sensus falls far short of 
minimum Palestinian needs 
and aspirations. 

It is a far cry from the 
promise of Oslo. This 
Israeli drive to impose a 
distorted map on a captive 
Palestinian population rep- 
resents the type of “clean 
break" Netanyahu 

promised when he was 
elected one year ago. 
Despite his other obvious 
failings, the prime minister 
delivered on this promise 
and so far succeeded in 
dragging much of Israel 
along with him. 


LETTERS 


To the Editor: 


I APPEAL'D Jomana Karadsheh for her interest- 
ing letter "Boy. il's a boy!" (Jordan Times. July. 3. 
1997) and 1 strongly agree with her. Many women 
in our society accept their status of a reproduction 
machines. As Ms. Karadsheh suggests, women 
should be encouraged to be stronger and get more 
educated. 

I agree, but I emphasize strength. I believe that 
women in our society are educated academically. I 
believe there are more women students at the 
University of Jordan than men students (at least 
that was the case when I was a student there). 
However, many of them were not and are not 
ambitious. What really bothers me is that some, if 


Women are men ’s equals 


not many, were satisfied with just marrying and 
raising children. There is nothing wrong with mar- 
riage and raising children; however, their educa- 
tion and talents arc wasted if they do that alone. I 
know this because I know many cases, including 
of friends and relatives. They were among the top 
students, but what a waste of talents and efforts. 

Women. I believe, need more than academic 
education. They need to educate themselves 
socially. They should know that they can do what- 
ever a man can do. They cun be teachers, medical 
doctors, professors, engineers, scientists, prime 
ministers, parliament members, etc. They can 


excel and can be great mothers. They should 
believe that there is nothing wrong with working, 
with heing independent and with being a leader. 

Until women stand for what is their right, most 
men will not change their attitudes. 

As a Muslim. I believe the religious excuse is 
lame. Religion encourages women to work and to 
excel. Prophet Mohammad worked for his wife. 
She was his boss and employer. 

As long as men keep interpreting religion with- 
out any regard for women and without under- 
standing their issues, women will be the lasers. 


Osama K. Alshaykh 
UC Berkeley 
osaroakl eecs.berkelev.edu 


To the Editor: 


I AM a Jordanian American who currently resides 
in the United States, and I am also a frequent read- 
er of the Jordan Times. 

To elaborate on the letter "Boy. it's a boy!" 
i Jordan Times. July 3. 1997). I would say that 
even women in the Western societies are not treat- 
ed equally yet and some governments have passed 
laws against discrimination to protect minorities, 
including women. 

The difference between women in our society 
and those in the Western countries Is that in the 


Fighting for equality 


West, women have "created" equality by organis- 
ing and implementing changes and fighting for 
equal opportunities. Women in Jordan arc just talk- 
ing about it. 

As far as education is concerned, the percentage 
of educated women is. surprisingly, higher in 
Jordan than it is in the West. As for preferring 
boys, even in the West it is preferable to have a boy 
in the family to carry the family name. But that 


does not mean that our daughters are not luved 
equally. 

I ant the father of two wonderful girls whom I 
love the most in my life. I would be happy to have 
a son who will carry my name to the next gener- 
ation. but lie certainly would not be treated any 
better than his sisters. 

1 think women in Jordan need to ask for and 
effect changes, and fight for equal opportunities. 


Ncdal Ahu-Obeid, 
<mahu-obeid@spHcey.net> 


To ihe Editor: 


I CANNOT describe the sadness 1 felt upon 
seeing the photo showing die torn pages of the 
Holy Koran ( Jordan Times. July 7. 1997). I can 
only imagine how the sch wig iris must have felt 
seeing the walls defaced and, most of all. seeing 


No desecration allowed 


the extreme lack of respect for the Holy Book. 

It was not always so in Muslim history. There 
was a lime when no one would have dared such 


a deed. 

How insignificant people’s faith has become, 
unfortunately. 


Shelia B. Cassidy 
RIVME @ pacbeU.net 


To the Editor; 


THERE IS an a motional residue left behind from 
any fine work of art. We read a wonderful novel and 
the characters arc alive in our minds days and weeks 
later, telling us something about ourselves. Wc listen 
to good music and feel our spirits rise to ethereal 
height, or stand in front of a powerful painting, daz- 
zled by the magical mixture of colour and texture, as 
if the artist had turned a spotlight on some aspect of 
life we had seen hut never realty lived. 


Enriching art 


Sometimes, this heavenly a notional stale is inter- 
rupted by things such as empty Coca-Cola cans. 

A 1 'cw days ago. I attended the opening of an art 
exhibition of one of the pioneer artists in Jordan and 
was living the beauty ol his paintings when some peo- 
ple started placing empty cans on the stands in front 
of the largest paintings. They did that perhaps out of 
mere artistic taste that inspired them to add their touch 


to the work of the artist or, more likely, hccausc of 
luck of aesthetic awareness, due to the general 
degraded estimation of arts in our society. 

However, in the end, the empty cans are 
removed, the gallery doors dose, the music stops, 
but that spotlight remains, allowing us to see in 
new ways and maybe forcing us to stop the visual 
pollution in our daily life. 


Maystfon Hasan Havmoor. 

Amman. 
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“I WOULD like to send ifo, 
envelope by registered & 
mail, please.” said the clkn 
as she presented a paAfed. 
addressed and sealed em*. 
lope to the post office clerk. 

Normally, one would expea 
this officiaT to check that ihe 
address is complete and do* 
pherable. then to 'accept the 
consignment without further 
ado. This happens when peo- 
ple do their job in a mechani- 
cal fashion, without putting 
their heart and sool in their 
work. In Jordan, things art 
different. We do not allow 
official status to constrain dot 
free and friendly spirit, nor to 
hinder our intellectual curiosi- 
ty. So the officer inquired: 

“What is in it?" 

Not getting in the spirit of 
things in the proper manna, 
the client explained that the 
contents of the envelope woe 
none of his business, but her 
business, and. in due course, 
that of the recipient. His inter- 
est should stop at conveying 
the parcel from source to des- 
tination. 

These words, which might 
be considered cutting, fell on 
deaf ears, if indeed they fell 
on any ears at all. By then the 
officer had been joined by a 
covey of his colleagues whose 
sense of the public good had 
led them to the sacrifice of 
putting aside their cups of tea 
and congregating around, in 
play a curious variation on the 
theme of pass the parcel, in 
which they passed the enve- 
lope from one to the other, 
each pausing to hold it againa 
the light and feel it before 
advancing his theory on its 
mysterious contents. 

“It feels like cloth." suggest- 
ed one. "Yes." udded another 
“It must be commercial sara 
pies" “Nqt-ot.all.7 iwegectai iV . . 
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Features 

Nobel laureates make appeal for 

world’s children 


By Raul Zamora 

Agcnce France-Presse 

PARIS — Twenty Nobel 
peace laureates have taken 
up the fight against the 
growing “culture of vio- 
lence” they say has 
engulfed a group not in a 
position to speak for itself 
— the world’s children. 

The solemn appeal, enti- 
tled “For the children of the 
world,” was addressed last 
week to heads of state of all 
member countries of the 
U.N. General Assembly 
and signed by such nota- 
bles as Mother Teresa, the 
dalai lama. Nelson Man- 
dela, Aung San Suu Kyi 
and Yasser Arafat 

Others who have backed 
the appeal include Arun 
Gandhi, grandson of the 
great Indian political and 
spiritual leader Mahatma 
Gandhi who embodied the 
principle of non-violence. 


The laureates demanded 
action to create a “culture 
of non-violence,” specifi- 
cally that the issue lop the 
international agenda for the 
new millennium and that 
concrete measures be taken 
as of January 1. 2000. 10 
promote non-violence on a 
world scale. 

“Many children — too 
many children — live a 
'culture of violence’,” the 
Nobel Peace Prize winners’ 
statement said. Children in 
every country of the world 
are “silently suffering the 
effects and consequences 
of violence.” 

This violence, it said, 
“takes many different 
forms: between children on 
streets, at school, in family 
life and in the community. 

There is physical vio- 
lence, psychological vio- 
lence. socio-economic vio- 
lence, environmental vio- 
lence and political vio- 


lence.” 

"We wish to contribute u» 
reduce their suffering” and 
allow children to discover 
"that violence is not 
inevitable." it said. 

The statement was deliv- 
ered at a press conference 
at the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNESCO) by 
Mairead Corrigan- 

Maguire, the Northern Irish 
human rights activist and 
1976 laureate who is hon- 
orary president of the 
appeal. 

The three-point plea 
asked that "the first decade 
of the new millennium, the 
years 2000-2010. be 
declared the ‘decade for a 
culture of non-violence'." 

It also asked that "at tile 
start of the decade the year 
2000 be declared the 'year 
of education for non-vio- 
lence’” 

And thirdly, it urged that 
"non-violence be taught at 


every level in our societies 
during ihis decade, to make 
the children of the world 
aware of the real, practical 
meaning and benefits of 
non-violence in their daily 
lives, in order to reduce the 
violence, and consequent 
suffering. perpetrated 
against them and humanity 
in general." 

The laureates lamented 
that as the world enters the 
third millennium, ii is 
transmitting to its children 
magnificent technology but 
"a sick planet, the globali- 
sation of warfare ... and a 
confused and tom human 
family" 

Children will need the 
wisdom that failed us to 
renounce what today has 
become suicidal violence, 
the statement said, 

UNESCO General Direc- 
tor Federico Mayor gave 
rhe statement his full back- 
ing and offered UNESCO 


premises to help, in line 
with a 1994 UNESCO ini- 
tiative to transform what it 
calls the prevailing culture 
of war into a "culture of 
peace.” 

"Both peace and children 
are the iwti lights amidst 
darkness that give us hope." 
Mr. Mayor said in a state- 
ment calling children “our 
best heritage ... uur most 
impotTanr wealth." 

"We must all of us in our 
daily behaviour be exam- 
ples of non-violence." he 
said. 

Among the other laure- 
ates who signed the appeal 
were Mikhail Gorbachev. 
Shimon Perez. Elie Wiesel, 
Adolfo Perez Esquivel, 
Betty Williams. Lech Wale- 
sa, Desmond Tutu, Oscar 
Arias Sanchez. Frederik de 
Klerk. Ramos Horta. Bish- 
op Carlos Felipe Ximenes 
Belo, Joseph Rotblat and 
UNICEF. 


Russia minister takes on world’s oldest profession 


By Philippa Fletcher 

Pettier 

MOSCOW — When Rus- 
sia’s Interior Minister Ana- 
toly Kulikov went looking 
for prostitutes in Moscow, 
he didn't have to go very 
far. 

Until mid-June, two 
major streets in the heart of 
the city were lined with 
young women every night 
and just opposite the state 
duma. Russia's lower house 
of parliament, their num- 
bers swelled into a small 
crowd. 

“I was nearly dragged out 
of the car — it was a good 
thing the doors were 
closed,” Mr. Kulikov told a 
news conference. 

“All in all, there were 
about 500 of them, and 
there were a few groups 
who were guarded by mili- 
.• tiamen from the left flank 
and from the right There 
■ was clearly nothing-sponta- 
neous about that,” he said. 
The minister — who said 
he had been told about the 
prostitutes by a friend and 
had ordered a crackdown 
— is not the only senior 
Russian official to display a 
striking ignorance about 
what goes on at night in the 
middle of the capital. 

Moscow Mayor Yuri 

Luzhkov appeared to have 
been put on the spot when a 
television interviewer read 
him a letter from a viewer 
complaining that her 

teenage daughter had been 
wrongly accused by police 
of soliciting as she waited 
at a bus stop. 

He followed up with a 
question: What did the 
mayor have to say to the 
viewer’s suspicion that 

police were in league with 
the pimps and hassled inno- 
cent women and girls in 
case they were a threat to 
the illegal business under 
their protection? 

“We have been working 
for a year-arid -a-half on this 
problem,” said Mr. 
Luzkhov, totally unfazed, 
“and are solving it”. 

That was several months 
ago, long before Mr. 
Kulikov made his evening 
tour and decided that it 
looked bad to allow the 
“night butterflies”, as they 
are known here, to flutter 
freely on Moscow’s m ai n 
streets in full view of for- 
eign guests. 

‘“We cannot be shamed 
before the whole world 
when people come for the 
850th anniversary celebra- 
tions,” he said. 

Moscow has a long histo- 
ry of using prostitutes to 
ensnare foreigners, as Rus- 
sians learned during glas- 
nost, when newly published 
archives showed the KGB 
had recruited hookers as 
agents during the 1950s' 
international festival of 
youth hosted by Moscow. 

TVvo years ago, the then 
head of Russia’s foreign 
intelligence service, 

bemoaned the lack of 
female agents and said that, 
from 1996, there would be 
a special operational unit 
made up of women. 

He did not say what the 
unit would do and since 
then there has been no word 



A suspected Russian prostitute is locked up in a police cell after she was detained during a night raid in central 
Moscow. Interior Minister Anatoly Kulikov, horrified by the sight of hundreds of women lining the streets near par- 
liament, has proposed moving the unofficial red light district elsewhere (Renter photo) 


on whether it was set up or 
its role. 

And, while in the Soviet 
Union prostitution was lim- 
ited and controlled, eco- 
nomic hardships and organ- 
ised crime have brought a 
boom in the world’s oldest 
profession, making it hard 
to spot who might be work- 
ing for the state and who for 
a criminal gang or to sup- 
port impoverished relatives. 

Foreigners are by no 
means the only clients, 
although they are lured by 
advertisements in English- 
language dailies offering 
"massages” or “introduc- 
tions” and the slogan “do it 
tonight” touted by the night 
flight club, a popular busi- 
nessmen's haunt. 

Mr. Kulikov did not 
object to the business per 
se. but clearly fell it was 
better for tourists not to 
have to weave through the 
crowds of women on the 
streets near parliament. 

“People must enjoy them- 
selves, but in the evening 
there will be that category 
of “entrepreneurs” there," 
he said, proposing that the 
whole business be moved to 


Kotelnicheskaya embank- 
ment on the banks of the 
Moskva River. 

But. judging by the reac- 
tion from residents on the 
embankment, a new red 
light district would not be 
welcome. 

“I’d grab Kulikov in a cer- 
tain place and string him up 
from there,” said Lyubov, a 
pensioner in a blue overall 
and headscarf, looking at 
the Soviet star atop a near- 
by vast Sialin-era sky- 
scraper, built for the cream 
of Soviet society. 

People here are rhe type 
who feel that prostitution is 
just anorher of the ills 
brought upon them by 
Communism’s collapse. 
One man had even taught 
his dog to bark at the word 
“democrats". 

Whether or not Mr. 
Kulikov is cowed by such 
opposition, there are no 
signs of any new arrivals, 
although the numbers of 
women in the centre have 
dwindled and their police 
escorts appear to have 
returned to the other side of 
the barricades. 


Russia still lacks law 
against prostitution 

It is all part of a campaign 
to clean up the streets, in 
line with drives to smarten 
up buildings and bridges 
with fresh coats of paint 
and chase away tramps and 
people from southern parts 
of Russia and other former 
Soviet republics. 

But with no law against 
prostitution in Russia’s new 
criminal code, the operation 
looks strikingly like a sovi- 
et-era economic plan, with 
numbers, not results, the 
real aim. 

One centra) police station 
was buzzing a week ago as 
officers brought in regular 
hoards of heavily-made-up 
young women in buses and 
patrol cars. 

Minutes later, they had 
paid fines for such things as 
disturbing the peace, or not 
having the right documents, 
and were heading back to 
the streets, coyly hiding 
their faces and in some 
cases protected from prying 
journalists by policemen. 

Sergei Semyonich. 

deputy head of police head- 


quarters in the central dis- 
trict, said prostitution had 
nothing to do with the oper- 
ation, which also involved 
busloads of crack interior 
ministry troops equipped 
with flak jackets and guns. 

“We are arresting citizens 
for not having documents, 
for any number of viola- 
tions of the criminal and 
administrative codes,” he 
insisted, without explaining 
why only women were 
brought in. 

"We may be doing it 
because we have guests 
here, we may noC” he 
added cryptically, referring 
to a conference of mayors 
from the major world cities 
held in Moscow this month. 

The police insisted that 
the fines were for legitimate 
violations but one officer, 
who did not want to be 
named but who was angry 
at being distracted from 
crime-fighting, said the 
police protection noted by 
Mr. Kulikov was still going 
on. 

‘‘How can we fight prosti- 
tution like this?” he said. 
“We just end up breaking 
the law ourselves.” 


Prince Hassan returns home 


(Continued from page 1) 

As for the security of the 
Middle East, the Crown 
Prince noted that regional 
security should not only be 
based on “Israel, oil. and 
other components of (West- 
ern) security,” but on the 
values of "soft security” 
based on a humanitarian 
agenda. 

While dual containment 
(of Iraq and Iran) seems to 
be not working, new 
arrangements for the 
region's security should 
include all the countries of 
the Middle East including 
Iraq, /ran and Turkey, the 
Prince stressed to his hosts. 

During his visit to Hun- 
gary. the Crown Prince held 
talks with President Arpad 


Goncz, Foreign Minister 
Laszlo Kovacs, Parliament 
Speaker Zoltan Gal and 
other officials. 

The Crown Prince also 
addressed an opening ses- 
sion of the International 
Congress of Asian and 
North African Studies 
(ICANAS). 

The Prince shared with 
the 1 ,500 scholars from 70 
countries in Europe, Asia 
and Africa his vision of a 
new world order based on 
human considerations and 
characterised by persistent 
dialogue between the differ- 
ent religions and cultures. 

He also delivered the 
same message to a meeting 
in Geneva, earlier in the 
week, organised by rhe 
office of the U.N. High 


Commissioner for 

Relugees. 

Almost 80 per cent of the 
estimated 26 million world 
refugees come from the 
Muslim World, the Crown 
Prince noted. 

A Zakat (alms) fund, the 
Prince said, would help end 
the plight of many refugees 
and provide for the needs of 
millions of poor people 
around the Muslim World. 

Another iheme that the 
Crown Prince addressed 
was islamophobia. Terror- 
ism that some in the world 
would like to tie to Islam 
and Muslims is a phenome- 
non that is not exclusive to a 
certain religion, culture or 
ethnicity, the Crow n Prince 
emphasised during his talks 
with different leaders. 


Israeli army chief in Amman 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mohammed Salamah A1 
Houwayan. visited Israel 
last month and met with 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai in Tel 
Aviv. There was no confir- 
mation from the Jordanian 
side on this visit. 

The reports said that 
army units from the two 
sides participated last 
month in a military train- 
ing exercise in Baqoura to 
test "the evacuation capa- 
bilities of the two armies if 


the March 19 accident 
( where seven Israeli 
schoolgirls were killed) 
was repeated." 

Last year. Mr. Mordechai 
visited the Kingdom and 
met with His Majesty 
King Hussein and former 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. 

Jordanian- Israeli mili- 
tary cooperation comes 
amid worries from several 
Arab countries, especially 
Syria. Iraq and Egypt, 
about a Turkish-Israeli 
military pact that is seen to 


threaten regional security. 

The rwo coumries signed 
several military agree- 
ments which allow their 
air forces to hold air exer- 
cises in each other's air 
space. 

The two countries also 
agreed to hold military 
war games in the Mediter- 
ranean. 

Dr. MajaJi repeatedly 
said that the Kingdom will 
not take pan in any mili- 
tary cooperation scheme 
between Ankara and Tel 
Aviv. 


Truce committee calls for restraint in south Lebanon 


(Continued from page 1) 

eye, in villages in south 
Lebanon and confirmed 
that at least two rockets 
fired by Lebanese guer- 
rillas slammed into 
northern Israel. 

The panel, however, 
did not explicitly accuse 
either of the sides of vio- 
lating the terms of the 
April 26, 1996 ceasefire 
accord which bans com- 
batants from targeting 
civilians or launching 
attacks from civilian 
areas. ■■ 

The agreement put an 
end to- Israel's 17-day 
“Grapes of Wrath” 
offensive against Hizbol- 
Jah guerrillas in Lebanon 
which left 175 people, 
mostly civilians, dead. 

The statement said the 
Lebanese and Israeli del- 


egations to the commit- 
tee — made up of 
France, Israel, Lebanon. 
Syria and the United 
States — exchanged 
accusations of truce vio- 
lations. 

The committee con- 
vened at the headquar- 
ters of the U.N. Interim 
Forces In Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) in this Israeli- 
Lebanese border town to 
hear two truce violation 
complaints by Lebanon 
and another two protests 
by Israel. 

Lebanon had filed 
complaints over the 
wounding of seven 
Lebanese civilians in 
Israeli attacks in south- 
ern Lebanon Sunday and 
the injury of a civilian in 
an Israeli attack Wednes- 
day. 

The Israeli attacks of 


Sunday came in 
response to the killing of 
an Israeli army officer in 
a Hizbollah ambush 
inside the Israeli-occu- 
pied border zone of 
South Lebanon. 

Israel lodged com- 
plaints after unidentified 
guerrillas in southern 
Lebanon fired at least 
seven Katyusha rockets 
into northern Israel Sun- 
day and concerning 
shelling of its northern 
territory Thursday. The 
attacks did not cause 
injuries or damage. 

Hizbollah spearheads 
an armed campaign to 
drive Israeli troops out 
of the buffer zone set up 
by Israel in 1985 to pre- 
vent attacks by anti- 
Israeli guerrillas on its 
northern border. 


Iraq-Kuwait dispute dominates Arab Games 


(Continued from page 1) 

Arab relations — even in 
sports, 

Iraq was left out of the 
seventh Arab Games in 
Syria in 1992. but was 
invited this time amid 
some rapprochement 
between Baghdad and 
other Arab capitals. 

Lebanon first sought to 
cool tension by trying to 
avoid the two countries’ 
having to compete face 
to face. 


But Sheikh Ahmad A1 
Fahd AJ Sabah, head of 
the Kuwait Olympic 
Committee, has said no 
Kuwaiti athlete will take 
part in any sport in 
which any Iraqi takes 
part at ail. 

He said that if Iraq 
attends the games, the 
emirate's 277-member 
delegation will march in 
Lhe opening ceremony 
holding pictures of 
Kuwaitis reported miss- 
ing in the Gulf war. 


“We will not accept to 
meet them as long as we 
have one prisoner” in 
Iraq, said Sheikh Ahmad, 
whose father was shot 
and killed by Iraqis dur- 
ing the invasion. 

Kuwait has been cam- 
paigning for information 
about 600 Kuwaitis and 
others who have been 
missing since the inva- 
sion. Kuwait insists it 
has evidence they are 
jailed in Iraq, but Bagh- 
dad denies that. 


Muslim Brotherhood will boycott elections 


(Continued from page 11 

shown clear intention to 
participate in the elec- 
tions at the beginning of 
this year and started 
preparing its ticket in 
June, the Council of 
Thirty’s decision to boy- 
cott the elections “will 
be abided by the front,” 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
leader said, adding that, 
however, “it is likely 
that some members of 
the front will run inde- 
pendently” 

The Muslim Brother- 
hood has issued several 
statements protesting 
against the introduction 
of the one-person, one- 
vote system, saying that 
it is aimed at reducing 
the Islamists’ represen- 
tation in Parliament. 

All IAF members 
share the Muslim Broth- 
erhood’s aversion to the 
1993 election law, sub- 
stantially left unchanged 
by recent amendments 
introduced in May. Both 
the IAF and the Muslim 
Brotherhood have also 
expressed the worry that 
the government might 
forge the elections. 

However, the party 


within the IAF in favour 
of participating in the 
next parliamentary elec- 
tions bases its position 
on the fact that prognos- 
tics agree that the IAF is 
very likely to improve 
its 1993 elections per- 
formance. 

“If it manages the elec- 
tion campaign properly, 
the IAF could win 25 to 
30 seats,” a political 
analyst said. 

Other observers expect 
that the decision could 
provoke an internal 
schism within the IAF 
ranks between those 
abiding by the council’s 
decision and those 
determined to partici- 
pate in the elections. 

The prospect that IAF 
Secretary General Ishaq 
Farhan will resign 
should the Muslim 
Brotherhood vote in 
favour of the boycott has 
been floating in political 
circles for the past two 
weeks, and most ana- 
lysts seem to avail it. 

Excluding the possibil- 
ity of a schism, an 
observer close to the 
Muslim Brotherhood's 
hi^h cadres said “the 
IAF would be nothing 


without the backing of 
the Brotherhood, and 
people will not simply 
show up at the polls, if 
the Brotherhood decides 
to boycott (the elec- 
tions).” 

“Dr. Farhan will defi- 
nitely resign, if the 
Council of Thirty 
decides against partici- 
pating (in the elec- 
tions),” the source 
added. 

Observers also expect 
that the decision taken 
today by the Islamists 
will lead to a similar 
decision by the other 10 
opposition parties join- 
ing the LAP into Lhe 
Higher Committee for 
the coordination among 
the opposition parties. 

Such parties, including 
the leftists and the 
Ba'athists, have 

declared in a statement 
earlier that they were 
exploring the possibility 
of boycotting the elec- 
tions “in preliminary 
fear that the government 
will interfere in the elec- 
toral process and forge 
the results in favour of 
its candidates." 
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Jor dan gives Egyptian workers one 
more month to obtain work permits 

... • ■ . vin J 


AMMAN ( J-T. ) — A man- 
date given to Egyptian 
workers to conform to Min- 
istry of Labour regulations 
and obtain valid work per- 
mits allowing them to work 
in Jordan has been extend- 
ed for yet a third time to 
give the workers more time 
to abide by the regulations. 

Labour Minister Saleh 
Khosawneh said the min- 
istry. acting upon directions 
from Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali. is now offer- 
ing the workers one more 
month from Wednesday. 
July 9.1997 to comply and 
pay their work permit fees. 

According to Dr. Kha- 
sawneh. the prime minister 
reached the decision during 


a meeting in Cairo this 
week of the Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Commit- 
ree. co-chaired by Dr. 
Majali and his Egyptian 
counterpart Kamal Gan- 
zouri. 

The Egyptian workers 
were first given three 
months starting from the 
beginning of last March, 
and then the mandate was 
extended for three weeks 
and now for another month. 

According to Dr. Kha- 
sawneh. a total of 90.000 
Egyptian workers have 
complied with the regula- 
tions and obtained work 
permits since the start of 
March, raising the total 
number of Egyptian work- 


ers holding valid permits to 
125.000. 

But, he said, large num- 
bers of non-Jordanian 
workers, including Egyp- 
tians. are still working 
without valid permits and it 
is hoped that they would 
benefit from the one month 
extension in order to avoid 
being evicted from the 
country. 

Upon the expiry of the 
new mandate, the minister 
pointed out. there can be no 
excuse for any non-Jordan- 
ian worker to remain in the 
country without a work 
permit and employers will 
have to bear the responsi- 
bility for their violation of 
the law. 


When the second exten- 
sion was announced, the 
Ministry of Labour 
affirmed that the govern- 
ment will strictly apply the 
law and requested that 
workers without valid work 
permits leave the country 
and pay both requisite exit 
fees and any other fines 
which they may have 

incurred. 

According to some esti- 
mates. Jordan has at least 
200.000 non-Jordanian 
workers employed in con- 
struction work, domestic 
service or in farming and a 
number of services 
shunned by the Jordanian 
job seekers. 


Arab Gulf states earn high income 
in first half of ’97 despite oil price fall 


ABU DHABI lAJFPl — 
Arab Gulf states netted high 
oil earnings in the first half 
of 1997 although world 
crude prices have since fall- 
en due to slackening season- 
al demand, bankers said 
Tuesday. 

Oil prices have dived by 
nearly S6 a barrel since the 
stan of 1997. but their aver- 
age of Si 9.2 in the first sl\ 
months hit one of the highest 
levels since the end of the oil 
boom 14 years ago. 

The level is higher than the 
price average of S18.S5 
recorded in the second half 
of 1996. when the income of 
the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council {GCC) countries 
soared to its highest level in 
13 years. 

“The GCC's oil revenues 
in the first half of this year 
were very’ high compared 
with previous corresponding 
periods." a Gulf banker said. 

“Our estimates show the 
income was close to S4Q bil- 
lion from crude exports of 
around 11.6 million barrels 
per day(bpd)." 

More than half the income 
was earned by Saudi Arabia 
the world's dominant oil 
power with production of 
around eight million bpd. 

Saudi .Arabia and its five 
GCC partners — Bahrain, 
Kuwait Oman. Qatar and 
the United -Arab Emirates 
(UAEt — have assumed oil 
prices at S14-S17 for their 
1 997 budgets, far lower than 
the price average in the first 
half. 

But bankers cautioned oil 
prices could further weaken 
in the third quarter because 
of receding seasonal 
demand and the expected 


resumption of Iraqi crude 
exports after several weeks 
of disruption. 

Surplus crude supplies, 
mainly from the 11 -nation 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 

(OPEC ), could also put fur- 
ther pressure on prices, 
according to oil analysts. 

“The GCC budgets could 
record a surplus in the first 
quarter or the first half but 
the situation could be differ- 
ent by the end of the year, 
depending on the oil price 
trend and the size of spend- 
ing." a Gulf banker said. 

Bankers and oil experts 
have predicted crude prices 
would be lower than last 
year's average price of 
around S20 a barrel, the 
highest since the early 
1980s. 

The price surge in 1996 
was caused mainly by a pro- 
longed winter in the north- 
ern hemisphere and the 
absence of U.N. sanctions- 
hit Iraq from the oil market. 

GCC stares rely heavily on 
oil exports and the price 
drop over the past decade 
has created deficits in their 
budgets and slowed down 
their economies. 

The six members control 
nearly 45 per cent of the 
global recoverable oil 
reserves and their produc- 
tion of around 13.5 million 
bpd accounts for nearly one 
fifth of the world's total oil 
supplies. 

Meanwhile, thirsty U.S. 
markets guzzled more oil 
than expected this spring, 
helping to hah a dramatic 
slide in crude prices, but 
with inventories on the rise 
and Iraq close to resuming 


exports the reprieve will be 
brief. 

The Paris-based 

International Energy 

Agency (.TEA) Tuesday 
revised up its forecast of 
1997 world oil demand by 
100.000 barrels per day to 
73.8 million bpd due mainly 
to surprisingly strong 
growth in U.S. consumption. 

“Demand growth (in the 
second quarter) appears to 
have been very robust, led 
by strong U.S. gasoline 
demand and continued high 
growth rates in several Asian 
and Latin American devel- 
oping countries." the 1EA 
said in its monthly oil mar- 
ket report. 

Bellwether Brent Blend 
crude oil futures on Lon- 
don's International Petrole- 
um Exchange (IPEl tumbled 
30 per cent "this year to a 13- 
month low of SI 7.32 a bar- 
rel in mid-June before 
bouncing back to nearly SI9 
in early July. 

But provided Iraq returns 
to the market as expected 
under the terms of a U.N. 
oil-for-food accord and sup- 
ply from outside of OPEC 
continues to grow, prices 
will come under further 
pressure us storage tanks fill 
up. 

“Projections of world 
demand and non-OPEC sup- 
ply for the remainder of the 
year suggest that there will 
be very substantial increases 
in inventories, unless OPEC 
crude oil output is reduced 


stocks in the leading indus- 
trial economies 74 million 
barrels higher than at ibe end 
of June last year. 

For the remainder of this 
year, demand growth and 
increases in non-OPEC sup- 
ply of about two million bpd 
are expected to cancel each 
other out, displacing even 
more OPEC barrels into 
storage. 

“Even if the high final 
product demand growth 
rates seen during the last two 
months are extended 
through the next two quar- 
ters, crude production will 
outstrip demand by an aver- 
age one million bpd in 1997, 
with most of the (stock) 
build taking place in the sec- 
ond part of the year" said 
the Washington-based Petro- 
leum Finance Company 
(PFCI. 

“While demand growth is 
expected to remain strong, 
its impact on oil prices may 
be offset by rising stock lev- 
els." PFC pointed out. 

The absence of Iraqi 
exports in June cut OPEC 
output by 580.000 bpd to 
26.4 million bpd. still well 
above the lEA's estimate of 
average 1997 demand for 
the group's barrels of 25.7 
million bpd. 

Once Iraqi production 
returns to normal, expected 
later this month or early 
August, the pace of the stock- 
building will increase and 
could push world oil prices 


significantly." the West's 


into a new lower range, ana- 


energy w atchdog said. 

World oil inventories are 
estimated to have risen by 
1.6 million bpd in the sec- 
ond quarter of 1997. leaving 


lysts said. 

"The return of Iraqi crude 
to the export markets is the 
most important near-term 
wild card for world oil sup- 
ply." the JEA said. 


Peanuts 


YE 5, MA'AM, OUR. FIRST 
YEAR IN KINDERGARTEN 
HAS GONE 0Y FAST.. 

r~M 


I SUPPOSE YOU'LL BE AWAY! 
ALL 5UMMER # W0NY YOU? 




Andy Capp 



DON'T LET HIM 
I. I ttJ 


KID VOU I'M NOT 
HEAD OF THE 
HOUSE — I'M dL/ST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
COMMITTEE 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Price* as at 8/07/97 18:05 


■'s^Curwaicjr- 4 

.-fWSft* 


•<G8P/ 



4 cad; 

y-rriis. 


hr®:. 

us Dollar 

• 

1.7578 

0.5&18 

1.4646 

112J0 

1.3743 

171240 

14790 

5.9240 

DE Mark 

0.5689 

- 

0.3365 

0.8333 

64.01 

0.7820 

972.53 

1.1252 

34723 

GB Sterling 

1.6898 

2.9700 

- 

2X752 

19032 

23223 

2891.25 

34443 

10.0233 

CH Franc 
JP Yen 

0.8828 

04)089 

119.81 

1.5811 

04032 

0.5253 

1.3006 

76.70 

0.9378 

138205 

116640 

1540 

135.05 

17547 

44406 

54642 

CA Dollar 

0.7276 

1.2765 

0.4316 

1.0682 

1.22 

- 

124347 

1.4373 

44027 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0261 

0.3454 

0.0855 

1523.69 

0.8026 

- 

11-56 

3.4616 

NL Guilder 

0.5053 

8835 

0.2988 

74.01 

■5641 

0.6942 

86475 

• -■ 

24941 

FR Franc 

0.1688 

0.2964 

03)997 

24.7036 

18.96 

04318 

3348 

334800 

- 


Middle Eastern Currenclc 







jQAT'. 

vKUWfc 


tflBPy 

.COP". 

US Dollar 


0.7080 

3.7504 

04770 

3.6400 

04022 

34722 

153540 

34869 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4124 

- 

54972 

0.5325 

5.1412 

04268 

5.1887 

2168.08 

4.7838 

■jAU 

04666 

0.1888 

- 

0.1005 

047 

04806 

048 

40949 

04031 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

14780 

94480 

• 

9.50 

0.8015 

9.74 

4071.62 

84839 

Qatar Dinar 

04747 

0.1945 

1.0303 

1.0303 

- 

0.0830 

141 

421.70 

04305 

Kuwait Dinar 

34096 

24432 

124124 

14477 

1245 

- 

12.15 

508046 

04305 

Emirates Dinar 

04723 

0.1928 

1.0213 

0.1027 

04912 

04823 

- 

41841 

04223 

Lebanese/1 000 

0.65 

04612 

24433 

04456 

24713 

0.1968 

24923 

• 

24065 

Egyptian 

04953 

04090 

1.1073 

0.1113 

14747 

04892 

14842 

45341 

- 


Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 
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t&m 




DEM 


t -CHF •' 

Xjp y. 

Brent 

18.72 

18.69 


SARiyal 

04666 

0/4690 

0.15779 

049076 

304237 

N.Texa 

1945 

19j49 


AE Dirham 

04723 

047895 

0.16115 

049907 

304626 

Bonny 

18.72 

1849 


KW Dinar 

34096 

542072 

1.95848 

444966 

372.717 

Dubai 

1745 

1640 


BH Dinar 

04770 

448418 

146961 

348651 

298486 

UL Gas 

18140 

180.00 


CY Pound 

14243 

34804 

1.138 

24182 

216.473 


Metal Prices 


v. 

vSIdv; 


Gold (ox's) 

3214 

322 

Silver (ox's) 

443 

445 

Platinum (ox's) 

407 

411 

AL (3 Months) 

1572 

1573 

CU (3 Months) 

2375 

2378 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1450 

1452 

Lead (3 Montes 

649 

650 

Nl (3 Months) 

6875 

6880 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 



** . . 

Mbftth 

tir?.*-" 

Month* 

Months 

I';-'*.,- . 

Months 

T.Yw" 

Griieff 

USD 

541 

542 

5.71 

5.90 

544 

GBP 

6.73 

6.93 

743 

7.12 

7.38 

JPY 

049 

040 

046 

046 

0.78 

DEM 

340 

340 

346 

340 

3.16 

FRF 

345 

3.27 

342 

346 

348 

CHF 

143 

140 

143 

141 

145 

ITL 

647 

6.76 

649 

6.48 

645 


Bourse? - 




KOwa 


- LOW. 

Pr..Cts 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

7904.18 

45.69 

048 

790843 

7857.13 

786*49 

Newyork 

SAP 500 

915.64 

344 

048 

91541 

91146 

9124 

London 

FT-SE 100 

47594 

-504 

-146 

47994 

47514 

4810.7 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

1985349 

148.72 

0.75 

199264 

19732 

197054 

Paris 

CAC40 

292842 

-18.74 

-044 

295246 

291741 

2947.66 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

40064 

3346 

044 

4021.08 

399944 

397244 


Energy 



‘ JOD Cross R 

ates 

..^Commodity' 

W?vUsti L'rV 



j./.Cwrency'vv 

Buy 


Coffee (c/lbs) 

183.67 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0J10 

Cocoa ($/ton) 

1576 

Spot 


GB SterINng 

1.1933 

1.1993 

Sugar ($/ton) 

323 

Spot 


DE Mark 

04031 

04051 

Wheat (S/ton)' , 


- Spot . 


CH Franc 

04839 

04863 

Soya (c/Ibs) 

;2144 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1196 

0.1202 

Tea (stg/kg) 


■Spot 


JP Yen 

04245 

0.6276 

Barley ($/bsh) 

D 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

04581 

04599 

Rice (S/ton) 

480 

Spot 


IT Lira 

0414 

04161 


* Source: Central Bank of Jordan 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Birthday mail 
5 we alir 
10 Shoo 

14 U.S. canal 

15 More positive 
76 Tractable 

17 Biggest portion 

1 9 Short jacket 

20 Rat 

21 Tablecloth 
fabrics 

23 Charged 
particle 

24 Dusting powder 

25 Certain hounds 
29 Abandons 

32 Litter's littlest 

33 Somber 

35 Barely cooked 

36 401 K kin 

37 In the manner 
of 

38 Cub's home 

39 Speaker's 
platform 

41 Bout site 

43 Entreaty 

44 Oval 

46 Chair feature, 
often 

48 Sow’s supper? 

49 Very 

50 Answered 
53 Military 

installation 

57 Jai — 

58 Lookout places 

60 Hamster 
cousins 

61 Doctrine 

62 Hwys. 

63 Social equal 

64 Malmo native 

65 Place 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 





11 |12 |13 


15 


16 


18 


19 


123 


124 


25 

26^ 

27 


32 




36“ 



■ 

39 



40 

44 




■ 

48 


50 

51 



57 




60 




63 





1 37 


46 


34 


22 


lao isi 


138 


47 


49 


58 


59 


61 


64 


162 


65 


by Diane C. Baldwin 


54 [55 156 


DOWN 

1 Gael 

2 Opera highlight 

3 Melee 

4 He cares for 
canines 

5 Acquiesces 

6 River to the 
Rhine 

7 Notable time 

8 Dweeb 


9 Picked up the 
tab 

10 Thief 

11 String game 

12 In a frenzy 

13 Decimal units 
18 Gin fruit 

22 Family ladies 

25 Wedding party 
member 

26 Perceived by 
the ear 

27 Slowness 

28 Goggle 

29 Hunt goddess 

30 Forest members 

31 French 
governing body 

34 Mug filler 

40 More inane 

41 Angles 

42 Skilled 
performer 

43 Investigators 
45 Luaufood 
47 A.M. 

50 Turnpike access 

51 Writer Wiesel 
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52 Siphoned 55 Printing 

53 Inspired wonder direction 

54 Kalian 56 Latin 1 verb 

commune 59 United 


HOROSCOPE* 
FORECa 
FORWEDI 

jury a, 


By Thomas & 
Astrologer, Carrjjj 
Rigkier Fo, 


ARIES:. (March -^l-: 
April 19) A difficult out- 
of-town situation today 
will suddenly take a him 
for the better, thereby 
making all of your efforts 
with career "activities very 
productive. Keep your 
eyes and ears open for an 
opportunity to advance. 
TAURUS: (April 20. to 
May 20) Be more aware 
of the needs of your mate 
today, and improve the 
situation at home consid- 
erably. Budget your 
money more carefully 
later this evening, there- 
by you will have funds or 
an emergency. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to 
June 21) A fellow busi- 
ness associate could be 
quite demanding today, 
however, this person is oa 
to something big, so try 
to be patient and helpfuJL 
Later this evening you 
can meet close friends for 
recreational activities 
which are fun. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 ro July 21 ) Try 
to be an inspiration to 
your fellow associates 
today, and improve pro- 
ductivity considerably 
and thereby you will get 
notice by a bigwig. Be 
sure to get plenty of rest 
later this evening so you 
can handle the hectic 
days ahead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) If you are informed 
of a special entertainment 
in your area today, by all 
means attend it with 
close friends and your 
loved ones. Let your tal- 
ents shine later tins 
evening and you win get 
recognition from a supe- 
rior. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) A family 
friend may ask for your, 
assistance with a special 
project today, so don't 
.hesitate to. assist him ot 
‘her. Re sure to drive very 
carefully on the highway 
inti 1 ‘you can avoid any 
adverse situations. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Listen to 
the needs of your mate 
today, and try to please 
him or her more than 
usual and you will 
receive a great deal of 
recognition. You should 
not do anything which 
will jeopardise your rep- 
utation. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1 ) A talent 
you scarcely every use 
can bring you some fine 
benefits today, so take 
advantage of the situa- 
tion. Find a way to add to 
your present financial 
sccuity and thereby have 
extra funds for the .days 
ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS: /Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Thai new project you 
have been considering 
can be put in motion 
today, if you get sons? 
help from a superior.-Try 
to be more sure of your- 
self and thereby you will 
gain the recognition of a 
bigwig which can be ben- 
eficial. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) If 
you desperately need 
something for your honw 
today, be willing to part j 
with* the money neces - 1 
sary to obtain it. Ljsc a * 
new approach in business 
matters which you have ( 
not tried before and could \ 
be quite beneficial- - 
AQUARIUS'. (January 
21 to February 191 If yew 
are polite and tactful 
today, you can gel the 
support you need to pul a 
new project in motion. 

Take same time later this J 

evening for recreational 
activities with close 

friends, thereby everyone 
will have fun. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March. 20 ) With 8 .Jiirtc ; 
bit of effort today, yow , 
can start an enterprise of ! 
considerable magnitude 
and influence. You i 
should not allow to inter’ 
rupt your sebedufc 
events, so . proceed with 
full steam ahead. 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST ' FOR TUSEDAY 08/07/1997 


Paris tops Tokyo as 
world’s most expensive 


city — 


TOKYO (AFP.) — 
Tokyo was replaced by 
Paris as die city with 
the world's highest liv- 
ing costs, the Japanese 
trade ministry said in a 
survey report on Tues- 
day. 

Prices in Tokyo stood 
98 per cent of those in 
Paris in the three 
months to last March, 
compared with 108 per 
cent in the previous 
year’s survey, the min- 
istry said in the annual 
report. 

It also showed that 
Tokyo's prices were" 
127 per cent of those in 
New York, down from 
146 per cent the previ- 
ous year. 

Failing prices in 
Tokyo reflected a 
decline in the yen's 
value against other 
major currencies, min- 
istry officials said. 

Tokyo's prices also 
came to 106 per cent of 
those in London and 
146 per cent of those in 
Singapore, according to 
the latest report. 

The survey covered 
93 items of consumer 


survey 


goods and services 
including taxes, and 
was based on the yen's 
average exchange rate 
against the dollar and 
other currencies in the 
three months to March. 

The latest survey was 
carried out before 
Japan's consumption 
tax was raised from 
three per cent to five 
per cent on April 1 . 

Japan's Inter-national 
Trade and Industry 
Ministry started the 
annual survey in 1989, 
to monitor price gaps 
with Tokyo, notorious 
for being the world’s 
most expensive city, 
and other major cities. 

The latest survey 
showed that although 
the overall price gaps 
narrowed, there 

remained some major 
differences in the ener- 
gy sector such as gaso- 
line and gas charges, 
ministry officials said. 

On the other side, 
prices of cameras, con- 
sumer electronics and 
automobiles were 
cheap in Tokyo, they 
said. 
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2 69.000 213.000 

ARAB BANK 

12.1 

1.52 

N 2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BX. 

B 

0.00 

3.600 

2.760 

BUfK or JORDAN 

6.8 

0.00 

4.LBO 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

10.7 

0.00 

1.050 

.780 

JDH.CULF BAHK 

5.1 

8.14 

4.050 

3.480 

JOR . ISLAMIC BANK. 

IS. 3 

3.18 

1.800 

1.110 

ONION BX.SAV.XHV. 

P 

0.00 

3-8QQ 

3.000 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

19.9 

0.00 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS XNDEXi 200.64 *CHG: +0.23 46 70116 256901 


1.66 
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2.10 .10- 


21S1 

291 

210 


2.350 1.600 JOR FRENCH IRSUH. 

2.470 1.8S0 TABHOOK XHSOR. 
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INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: U3.32 *OKz -0.26 


2000 

3304 

1.65 

1.65 

- 

250 

613 

2.55 

2.45 

.10- 

20993 

55129 

2.65 

2.65 

— 

esoo 

11563 

1.38 

1.37 

.01- 

ISO 

128 

.86 

.85 

.01- 

1000 

518 

.50 

.52 

.02+ 

4600 

5529 

1.25 

1.21 

.04- 

2050 

6007 

2.94 

2.93 

.01- 
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60S 

.93 

.93 

— 

300 

204 

.68 

.68 
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4.4S0 

3.060 

4.140 

2.710 

10.250 

B.720 

3.2(0 

1.690 

7.154 

6.300 

4.100 

3.040 

5.650 

4-250 

.960 

.450 

1.310 

'11-020 

.770 

..•510 

1.330 

.510 

1.090 

‘ .560 

.950 

.550 

1.670 

1.120 

1.430 

.960 

2.020 

1.200 

1.520 

1.090 

1.600 

1.300 

1.090 

.820 

2.090 

1.420 

1.330 

1.080 

1.260 

.860 


, JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

1 JOR. PHOSPHATE MIN ES 
JOR. PETROL. SEFTMBY 
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^ reu/em of news from tie TlraSic press 


Middle East Insurance 

Company distributing 

dividends at the rate of 11% 

** THE MIDDLE East Insurance Company post- 
ed a JD609,741 net profit before tax ana the 
company is currently distributing JD244.444 in 
dividends at a rate of 11.11 per cent as approved 


by the general assembly. 
Total revenues from 


i oral revenues from insurance operations 
amounted to JD1.08 million ai the end of 1996 
compared to JD0.53 million at the end of 1995. 
By adding JD244J43 in other income, the total 
revenues and other income reached JDJ.33 mil- 
lion. After taking into account general and 
administrative expenses, bad debts, provisions 
for decline in shares value and other tax and 
doubtful accounts’ provisions, the net profit after 
tax stood at JD380.081 compared to JD330.763 
in 1995. 

Net income from the marine insurance was the 
highest ai JD292,91 1 followed by net income of 
JD282.341 from motor insurance. The 
JD 145.223 loss in general accidents insurance in 
1995 was turned into a JD236,956 profit last 
year. Net income from fire and life insurance 
was JD 182,772 and JD86,376 respectively. The 
funds earmarked for various investments reached 
a JD8.6 million at the end of 1996. Returns from 
these investments amounted to JD486.773 last 
year compared to JD5 19,097 in 1995. 

Board chairman Wasef Azar told the sharehold- 
ers that the rise in the number of insurance com- 
panies from 17 to 25 has pul huge pressure on 
the insurance market where so many small com- 
panies are scrambling for a share in a limited 
market. He indicated that a decision will be 
taken soon to operate in the Palestinian self-rule 
territories and to reactivate the company's 
branch in Lebanon which stopped operations at 
the start of the civil war in that country. 


assets totalled JD1 1.7 million at the end of last 
year and shareholders’ equity was about JD2.96 
million ( AI Ra’i + AI Aswaq). 


Jordan Kuwait 
agriculture firm 
reports JD351,200 loss 

** THE JORDAN Xuwait for Agricultural and 
Food Products Company plans to restructure its 
capital after reducing, the capital last year by the 
JD576,900 of accumulated Josses as of the end 
of 1995 , and then raising the capital to the level 
that will enable the company to lessen its indebt- 
edness and finance its future projects. At the 
forefront of these projects is the tissue culture 
propagation. 

The company’s sales of fertilisers amounted to 
JD336.300 providing a gross profit of about 
JD6 1,000 which turned into a loss of JD35 1,200 
after taking into account various expenses and 
provisions as well as depreciation. Such a loss 
reduced the shareholders’ equity at the end of 
1996 to JD80 1,500. 

According to the annual profit, the company 
paid JD 140,700 in bank interest and commis- 
sion. Fixed assets were with JD762,300 in addi- 
tion to the tissue project which was valued at 
JD1.2 million (AJ Aswaq). 


“When Harriet isn't speaking to me, 
she communicates with sticky notes.* 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hwrt Arnold and lOta Artfrion 


Unscrambta these four Junblefi, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinary words. 


DAJED 


MYLOD 


ZOLENZ 


WHAT THE 

MINERS e npep 

UP WITH AFTER 
A WORK. 


Now arrange the drcted Mere to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by me above cartoon. 


XXXJ 

(Answers Monday) 

, I Jumbles: DITTO CUBIT WORTHY NAPKIN 
| Anewtjr WhylheguteristneverbecamBa 5tar- 

HE WAS TOO -PICKY* 


Europe, sidelining U.S., urges some 
state control of electronic commerce 


BONN (AFP) — European 
officials Tuesday called for 
some state regulation of 
electronic commerce to 
ensure that global informa- 
tion networks fulfil their 
potential, setting them- 
selves apart from U.S. calls 
for a free Internet. 

They issued a ministerial 
declaration on global infor- 
mation networks after U.S. 
Commerce Secretary 
William Daley called on 
governments worldwide to 
Limit regulation of electron- 
ic commerce to a minimum, 
at a two-day conference 
held here. 

‘■Governments should 
make a minimum amount 
of intrusion in the sector," 
Mr. Daley said, adding that 
the private sector must take 
the lead. "Governments 
should take a step back — 


and work with the private 
sector." 

Government officials 
from across the world met 
to seek guidelines for the 
use of the Internet, amid 
fears that overregulation 
could kill the whole system. 

U.S. President BUI Clin- 
ton recommended last week 
that the Internet be declared 
a “free-trade zone” without 
taxation, and called for a 
global agreement on the 
matter within 12 months. 

The Bonn conference dis- 
cussed encrypting data, 
invoicing systems, how to 
protect private data and 
intellectual property rights. 

Jurisdiction and taxation 
of commercial transactions 
was also on the agenda. 

Government officials 
acknowledge the need for a 
balance between law 


enforcement and security 
and opportunities of the 
markeu Mr. Daley told a 
news conference. “This is a 
very difficult question." 

Mr. Daley said he expect- 
ed electronic commerce to 
create more jobs and oppor- 
tunities over the next years 
as it continues to develop, 
with 20 per cent of people 
worldwide expected to be 
connected to the net 15 
years from now. 

Ministers from 29 east 
and west European coun- 
tries as well as Cyprus said 
in a joint declaration that 
the private sector was play- 
ing a key role in electronic 
commerce, but called on 
governments 10 also play an 
active part. 

German Economics Min- 
ister Guenter Rexrodt said 
store interference should 


only apply when absolutely 
necessary. 

Business leaders attend- 
ing the two-day conference 
said in a final statement that 
regulations should be as 
light-handed as possible. 

Ministers pledged to work 
to protect intellectual prop- 
erty rights and recognised 
the importance of the avail- 
ability of strong encryption 
technology for electronic 
commerce. 

International availability 
and free choice of cryptog- 
raphy producLs are to be 
achieved. 

Ministers agreed that the 
use of information net- 
works in violation of the 
law, notably for porno- 
graphic and money-laun- 
dering purposes, will con- 
tinue ro be punished, Mr. 
Rexrodt said. 


On the controversial issue 
of legal responsibility of 
Internet access providers, 
ministers said they should 
not. in general, be responsi- 
ble for the contents of mes- 
sages if there is no reason to 
believe that they could be 
illegal. 

Reasonable control 
guidelines should be set. 
however. 

The issue touches on 
pornographic, pedophile, 
racist and violent material. 

This point was in contra- 
diction to U.S. calls for a 
free Internet after the U.S. 
Supreme Court last month 
ruled unconstitutional a 
communications decency 
act seeking to ban indecent 
material on the web. 

The court said the act 
would have a "chilling 
effect" on free speech. 


The only aspect the U.S. 
administration plans to reg- 
ulate is the export of 
encryption software. Con- 
gress is debating a bill that 
would limit overseas sales 
of programmes protecting 
network communications 
with passwords for tapping 
into messages. 

Some fear that wide- 
spread use of encryption 
based on uncrackable codes 
will hamstring law enforce- 
ment and promote terror- 
ism. unless law enforce- 
ment authorities hold the 
keys to the codes. 

European ministers said 
equal access to all informa- 
tion nets was key so as to 
"avoid a division between 
information ‘haves' and 
‘have nots', in Europe and 
globally." 
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Kipketer equals oldest 
world track record 


STOCKHOLM l AFP) — 
Danish running sensation 
Wilson Kipketer equalled 
Sebastian Coe's 1 6-year- 
old 800m world record in 
the DN Games here on 
Monday. 

Kipketer. who twice 
smashed the world indoor 
record earlier this year at 
the World Indoor 
Championships in Paris, 
looked to have failed by 
only one hundredth of a 
second when his initial time 
was announced at [min 
41.74secs but minutes later 
it was corrected to 1:41.73 
and the world record was 
his as well. 

■i could hardly run in the 
last 50 yards. 1 just pushed 
myself but it fell as if I was 
not moving." said an 
exhausted but lighted 
Kipketer afterwards. 

"After my time tonight 1 
am a bit relieved. Now peo- 
ple will stop asking me 
about the world record. Up 
to now. this is the best 
moment in my fife." he 
added. 

Until tonight, the 26-year- 
old former Kenyan who 
moved to Denmark in 1990. 
was only the third fastest 
ever S0Q meter runner, trail- 
ing Coe and Brazil's 
Joaquim Cruz. 

But as Kipketer 's perfor- 
mance in Paris showed, it is 
only a matter of time before 
the great Dane will hold the 
800 metre record on his 
own. 

Kipketer is in a class of 
his own, as he showed on 
Friday, and the World 
Championships in Athens 
in three weeks where he 
defends his title would be 
the perfect showcase to 


show he is the greatest 800 
metre runner of all time. 

Moses Kiptanui’s attempt 
to beat his own 3.000 metre 

steeplechase world record 
melted in the hot Swedish 
evening sun. 

The 26-year-old Kenyan, 
who admitted before the 
race that he was going to try 
and beat the record he set in 
Zurich two years ago. was 
on a record pace after 1.000 
metres. 

But after moving in front 
and stretching his lead to 30 
yards over fallow Kenyan 
Wilson Kipketer, he was 
unable to sustain the pace in 
the sweltering Stockholm 
Stadium. 

In the end he finished in 
8.01.80, more than two sec- 
onds outside the record, in a 
race that was a Kenyan fes- 
tival — the east Africans 
filling the first Five spots. 

“I knew it would not be 
easy. It is not simple." said 
the triple world champion. 

In the 5.000 meters 
Daniel Komen's world 
record bid ended in disaster. 
Not only did the Kenyan 
not only come close to 
Haile Gebrselassie's record, 
he failed to finish in the 
first three. 

Instead it was fellow 
Kenyan Tom Nyariki who 
won in 12:55.95, more than 
10 seconds slower than 
Gebrselassie's 12:44.39, set 
in Zurich two years ago. 

Ato Bolden of Trinidad 
joined the “diamond club" 
when he set a new 100m 
stadium record of 9.95. It 
earned the Olympic bronze 
medallist a $10,000 one 
carrai diamond reward from 
the race organisers. 

After three false starts 


Boldon made up from a 
slow start to power through 
to head home in front of 
Americans Maurice Greene 
and Dennis Mitchell. 

An hour later Boldon 
made it a double when he 
won the 200 meters in 
1 9.82 ahead of Greene, who 
ran a personal best 19.86. 

In the men’s 400 meters 
hurdles it was an emotional 
farewell for Sweden's Sven 
Nv lander. Before the race 
the 35 -year-old announced 
his retirement, saying jok- 
ingly that only if he broke 
the world record would he 
keep on competing. 

There was little chance of 
that with American Bryan 
Bronson, the fastest man 
over the distance this year, 
showing why he is firm 
favourite to win at the 
World Championships in 
Athens in three weeks time. 

The 24- year-old Texan 
took the lead at the second 
hurdle and then pulled 
away to finish a lonely first 
in 48.06. nearly a second 
ahead of team-mate Rohan 
Robinson. 

But it was Hylander, who 
finished sixth nearly two 
seconds back, who took the 
lap of honour as the 25.000 
strong crowd rose to pay 
their respects to the man 
who became affectionately 
known as the ‘fourth man' 
after finishing fourth in 
three Olympics. 

Slovakia's Igor Kovac 
headed Britain’s Tony 
Jarrett to win the 110 
meters hurdles in 13.13 to 
join Boldon in the “dia- 
mond club". 



Hicham A1 Guerrouj of Morocco receives Rowers after 
winning the men's 1500 metres in Stockholm. Guerrouj 
won the event with a time of three minutes 2930 sec- 
onds (Reuters photo) 


Jarrett and American Jack 
Pierce, bronze medalist in 




Denmark's Kenyan-born runner Wilson Kipketer 
crosses the line afler equalling Sebastian Coe’s 16-year- 
old 800 metres world record (Reuter photo) 


Kenya's Moses Kiptanui jumps into the water during the 3.000 metres race at the 
Stockholm Athletics Grand Prix July 7. Kiptanui failed to break his existing world 
record but won the race with a time of eight minutes 01.80 seconds (Reuters photo) 


the 92 ’Olympics. both 
clocked 13.26 but the 
judges gave Jarrett the nod 
for second. 

America's new sprint 
queen Marion Jones added 
the 200m title to the lOOni 
title she won in Oslo last 


Friday. 

The 2 1 -year-old clocked 
22.16 to beat Australia's 
Cathy Freeman. 

It was also Jones fastest 
200 metres, well inside the 
22.5S she timed five years 
aso. 


Baseball’s best feature record global group 


CLEVELAND t.AFPi — Baseball’s global 
growth has produced a record 13 international 
players here at Major League baseball's 6Sth All- 
Star game, comprising nearly 25 per cent of the 
talent showcased here. 

American League starters Robeno Alomar and 
Ivan Rodriquez pace seven Puerto Rican stars 
among the 56 participants Tuesday. The National 
League has won three in a row to lead the rivalry 
40-26 with one drawn. 

Cal Ripken’s 2.401 consecutive games played 
are a global record but he fear even his longevity 
will not be enough for him to see a global battle 
for baseball supremacy. 

"1 would like to see more done with the possi- 
bilities of i..iemational baseball.” he said. 
"Maybe not >n my playing career, but one day we 
might have a true "World" Series, maybe with 
professionals in the Olympics, with teams from 
every nation. That would be exciting." 

The arrival of Hideki Irabu has generated some 
excitement as well. The Japanese pitcher makes 
his Major League baseball debut on Thursday for 
the World Series champion New York Yankees 
.i.en they host Detroit. 

Oakland’s Mark McGwire, the home run leader 
with 31 so far this year, cannot wait to test his 
slugging skills in a showdown aeainsi the 


Japanese star when the Yankees and A’s meet 
later this month and in August. 

"I'm exciied about seeing him.” McGwire said. 
"I have heard a lot about him. When they come 
to Oakland at the end of August, I will be seeing 
one of the best in baseball at the most important 
time of the year." 

Irabu will have to wait until next year to try - und 
follow in the footsteps of Hideo Nomo. the Los 
Angeles hurier who is the only Japanese player to 
reach the Major League All-Star gome. 

Internationals here include Venezuela's Andres 
Galarraga. Pedro Martinez and Moises Alou of 
the Dominican Republic. Panama's Mariano 
Rivera. Canadas Jason Dickson and Larry 
Walker plus Puerto Rico's Beniie Williams. 
Javier Lopez. Joey Cora, Jose Rosado. Ivan 
Rodriguez plus Roberto and Sandy Alomar. 

Martinez poked fun at his club, the Montreal 
Expos, who have traded away top talent in recent 
years to keep salary expenses dow n. 

As he watched All-Star players from reigning 
NL champion Atlanta pose for a picture, he tried 
to join and said, ‘Tm going to be a Brave-0 later 
on anyway.” He likely will become to expensive 
for the Expos when offers come. 

Former Cleveland star Albert Belle skipped 
Monday’s pre-game workout and was replaced in 


(he starting lineup by New York Yankee out- 
viemder Paul O'Neill, himself a replacement for 
injured Cleveland star David Justice. 

Belle figures to he a target for trouble from fans 
here after leaving the hometown Indians for a 
S55 million offer front the Chicago White Sox. 
Cleveland closest rival in the American League 
Central Division. 

When Belle relumed here with Chicago in 
June. IndiansluggerTino Martinez beat Canada’s 
Walker in the homer contest. Walker, a Colorado 
roekies outfielder, smashed nine homers in each 
of the first two rounds but hit only one in the 
final. Martinez had three. 

The longest homers of the competition were by 
Walker. 479 and 462 feet, in the opening round. 

“I can't explain u. I never hit homers in batting 
practice." Marline/ said. ‘‘1 had a home run at the 
start of the finals and that got me going. 

“I got into a groove out there and was fortunate 
Larry couldn’t 

get going. He was awesome, incredible. He was 
tired with all the swines he had in the second 
round" 



Samaranch snub angers 
deaf sportsmen 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — Deaf sports 
officials hit out at International Olympic 
Committee President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch on Tuesday, claiming he had 
reneged on an offer to officially open the 
World Deaf Games. 

The 18th World Games for the Deaf 
begin in Copenhagen on Sunday and 
organisers had been expecting the 
Spaniard to conduct the opening. 

“On Monday we received a negative 
response saying that it would be impossi- 
ble for Mr. Samaranch to be in Denmark, 
even though we received a fax from the 
IOC on April 4 confirming his participa- 
tion." Deaf Games Press Officer Lone 


Troldberg told AFP. 

The CISS, which organises sports 
events for the deaf, is the oldest sporting 
federation for the handicapped and was 
founded in 1924, when the fust deaf 
games was held. The organisation has 
come under the IOC umbrella since 
1995. 

Around 2,500 athletes from 60 nations 
are scheduled to participate in 15 differ- 
ent sports from Sunday through to July 
26. 

The opening ceremony will feature a 
musical concert featuring an 85 piece 
orchestra and choir and a performance by 
British singer Elaine Page. 


Nuggets 
renounce 6 
players 
including 
Marciulionis 


DENVER (R) — The 
Denver Nuggets, trying 
to clear money under the 
salary cap to sign their 
three first-round picks, 
renounced the rights to 
six players Monday 
including Lithuanian 
guard S arenas 

Marciulionis. 

The Nuggets also 
renounced the rights to 
Vincent Askew, Jerome 
Allen, Jimmy King, 
Keith Jennings and 
Kenny Smith. The move 
cleared up at least $4.8 
million in cap room. 
Marciulionis earned $2.5 
million and Askew made 
$2 million last season. 

Denver has to sign cen- 
tre Tony Battie, forward 
Danny Fortson and 
guard Bobby Jackson. 
The Nuggets selected 
Battie with the third 
overall pick, while 
Fortson, the 10th pick, 
was part of a four-player 
trade with Milwaukee 
that sent centre Ervin 
Johnson to the Bucks. 
Jackson, selected by 
Seattle at 23, was 
acquired in a deal that 
sent second-round pick 
James Cotton to the 
Supersonics. 

Marciulionis, a 33- 
year-old veteran of eight 
seasons in the NBA and 
a three-time Olympian. 


appeared in just 17 
games due to knee 
injuries last season, aver- 
aging just 6.8 points. He 
shot 37.6 per cent from 
the field and 36.7 per 
cent from three-point 
range. 

Allen, acquired from 
Indiana late in the sea- 
son. averaged 3.0 points 
and 1.3 rebounds in 76 
games. 

Askew, who was sent 
from Indiana to the New 
Jersey Nets to Denver, 
averaged 5.6 points and 
2.3 rebounds in 43 
games. 

Smith, who started the 
season with the Detroit 
Pistons before ending up 
with the Nuggets, aver- 
aged 6.3 points and 2.4 
assists in 48 games. 

King appeared in just 
two games last season 
while Jennings did not 
play for Denver. 


Costa crashes out 
in Swiss Open 
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GSTAAD (AFP) — Defending champion and fifth seed 
Albert Costa crashed out in his first match at the 
$575,000 Swiss Open here Tuesday. 

American Richey Reneberg won 6-2, 1-6, 6-4. 

Costa, one of a handful of high-profile Spanish day 
couriers who skipped the grass season in Britain, 
appeared rusty and sluggish against the World No. 54 
Reneberg. He sat out Wimbledon due to back problems. 

“I wasn’t sharp after being away from tennis fora 
month,'" said the Spaniard, 14th on the ATP Tour rank- 
ings. "But it was not ray back that was bothering me. It 
was tough for me to come back once I got behind" 

Costa's loss on the high-altitude clay courts at the pic- 
turesque Swiss resort gives Spain two losses in as many 
days after starting the tournament with nine players — 
and five seeds — in the field. 

Second seed Alex Corretja stopped the rot for Spam 
with his 6-3, 7-5 win over Czech Jiri Novak. The Italian 
Open champion broke for 6-5 and drove an untouchable 
backhand down the line in the next game to end the con- 
test on a winning note. 

The first tour-level outing for Swiss Davis cup player 
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Juan Alberto Viloca. 


against Swiss Marc Rcisset, upset with the home press 
over a report suggesting he should retire due to poor 
recent results. 

Kafelnikov, the 1995 Gstaad champion who had: 
hand injury in January, has won 1 7 out of 22 matches 
including wins in 12 of his last 14 matches. 


The Russian has had his best results on grass this sat.,^ r j. ‘ 


son, winning his first title in eight months at Halle. 
Germany, before Wimbledon, where he lost in tte 
fourth round ro German Nicolas Kiefer. 

No. 3 seed and three-time tournament champion Sergi 
Bruguera will take on Australian wild card Pat Cash, (te 
1987 Wimbledon holder. 

Wimbledon finalist Cedric Pioline will play compatri- 
ot Fabrice Santoro two days after the All England Club 
The winner will face Corretja. 
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The bidding 
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Opening lead: tChiK of . 


The normal way to plan a cam- 
paign is for declarer to nee which of 
the cloned band'a losers can be 
rufTed hi dummy. Howe v er, when 
dummy holds high trumpe, it is 
often wine to look at the holding 
from the opposite point of view. 

After North's single raise in 
hearts. South's hid of three clubs 
asked partner to evaluate the club 
holding only for game purposes. 
With a key tumor u the trial suit 
and a maximum raise. North hod 
no hesitation in bidding game 
despite only three-card heart snp- 


dectorer was faced with three sart 
losers — two in spades and we * 
diamonds. The only problem *** 
the fourth club. The two obwfltf J 
ways la avoid a loser in that < 
was to Sad a 3-3 split or the haw 
with long hearts bidding ftmr dua 
ns welL In the latter event. Sw™ 
could draw two rounds of hc*rtj 
then rash the top dubs. The drift 1 * . 
er with the remaining trump 
have to fallow to four roona* “i 
dubs while the last gets rulW w 
the table. A glance at the diagfl® 
will suffice to reveal that either W* 
is doomed to failure. . 

Thanks to the high trump* c® ** 
table, declarer found on 
line that needed no more than sjr* 
heart break. When Vest 
with the queen of spades 
another, declarer ruffed in cm- 
and ducked a diamond. E«t 
and returned a trump, token tf 
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All that remained was to att*_ _ 


the king of clubs and ratrfl rt 
last fang with dummy's n ! r *f H. 


hearts. The ace and queen k 
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CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA "1" 


Jim Carre \ ... in 


LIAR LIAR 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 




CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA *2* 
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CINEMA 


TEL:69923S 

PLAZA 


\ 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


Leslie Nielsen ... in 

DRACULA DEAD 
& LOVING IT 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 

GONE WITH 
THE WIND 

Show: S;30 p.m. only 


Tom Cruise... in 


JERRY MAGUIRE 


Shows: 12:30.3:30. 

6:15. 8:30. 10:30 




CONCORD 


V. 


CONCORD "1" 

Harrison Ford & Brad Pin... in 

DEVIL’S OWN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD "2» 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 


Nabil t Hisbam 1 a Tfcaatrs 

TEL: 625155 
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Stockholm 


The satirical play 

AMN AI AI YA HO 


performance starts at 3:30 p m- 
The theatre is closed every Tuesday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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LAS VEGAS (AFP) — 
Mike Tyson has become a 
scorned object of ridicule 
across the United States 
even as a panel here pre- 
pares to meet and decide 
his boxing future. 

The five-member Nevada 
State Athletic Commission 
Disciplinary Board meets 
here Wednesday to deter- 
mine what punishment to 
give Tyson for biting the - 
ears of Evander Holyfield 
in their heavyweight ode. 

fight 10 days ago. 

Tyson apologised and 
hinted at some type of ther- 
apy or counselling to dim 
the raging fury dwelling 
within him. an anger thur 
erupted in the ring against 
Holyfield. 

‘The thing I liked about 
the apology was that he 
said he needed so psycho- 
logical and psychiatric 
treatment.'’ Commission 
Chairman Bias Ghanem 
said. “As a doctor I think 
that is significant.” 

But (hat will not keep 
Tyson from punishment. 
The World Boxing Associa- 
tion decided Monday to 
drop him from i« rankings 
because he is under suspen- 
sion by Nevada officials, 
whose decision looms. 

“The apology doesn’t 
change what happened in 
the ring,” Ghanem said. 

The incident has made 
Tyson a running joke with 
television comedians. At a 
celebrity softball game 
Monday in Cleveland, 
where Tyson keeps his 
main home, a mock ear-bit- 
ing scene and faux apology 
was played out for humour. 

The Hollywood wax 
museum has removed 
Tyson's figure from rbe 
sports section and placed it 
in the ‘'monsters” area adja- 
cent to cinematic cannibal 
Hannibal lector. 

A music-video cable tele- 
vision channel had a “bite 
countdown” of song>; Mon- 
day that included “another 
one bites ‘ the dust” 
Queen, “Maneater” by Hall 
and Oates and “Love Bigi&j,,' 
by Def Leppard. 

The bite has been used by 
activists from causes as 
diverse as economic reform 
and racism to show Tyson 
as a product of problems 
beyond his control. 

The commission plans to 



Mike Tyson 

exert control. WhaL Tyson 
docs after that will decide 
the course of his life in and 
out of the ring. 

"The kid needs help,” 
said (miner Angelo 
Dundee, who has guided 
Sugar Ray Leonard and 
Muhammad Ali among oth- 
ers. "He needs psychologi- 
cal help. I don't know 
where it's going to come 
from. But he needs it." 

Many in boxing, includ- 
ing Tyson's first co-manag- 
er. Bill Cayton. suggest a 
split from promoter Don 
King and long-time pals 
Rory Holloway and John 
Home as a strong first step 
in changing the direction of 
Tyson’s life. 

‘Tyson’s problems are 99 
per cent Don King.” Cay- 
ton said. "Mike had a 
chance to regain his self- 
esteem. Now he has no self- 
esteem. 

All his frustrations came 
to a head that night.” 

"There are too many guys 
around him,” agreed 
Dundee. 

Tyson has not been the ; 
same fighter-since-spending : 
three years in - prison, for , 
rape, but he had intimidated 
lacklustre foes until losing 
his World Boxing Associa- 
tion title to Holyfield last 
November. 

“Complete frustration 
took hold,” Dundee said. 
“He didn’t want to get 


knocked out. He didn't 
want to get shown up worse 
than he was in the first 
fight.” 

Now all that remains is 
(he length of Tyson's ban- 
ishment, which could range 
any where from a year to 
life. 

“Anything over 12 
months would be disas- 
trous." trainer Emanuel 
Steward said. “His style of 
fighting is a youth style, not 
laid back like a Sugar Ray 
or Ali.” 

At 31. any lengthy ban 
would dim Tyson's chances 
to reclaim his title. And 
whatever penalty he faces 
will likely be accompanied 
by mandatory mental 
examinations. 

For more important to 
Tyson in the long run is try- 
ing to reclaim his dignity 
and honour. That fight will 
be with his past and his 
own dark side. 

It could last a lifetime 
with no hope of a knockout 
to erase the memory of the 
bites or a rape conviction. 
There would be no prize 
moneys but what is at stake 
is something all his mil- 
lions could not purchase — 
respect. 

And that battle would be 
lost in a single moment of 
anger. 

Facing that challenge 
might make Holyfield seem 
a lame foe by comparison. 


Lewis supports Stockholm 
2004 Olympic bid 
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STOCKHOLM (R) — 

Nine times Olympic cham- 
pion Carl Lewis has joined 
a group of elite athletes 
pledging public support for 
the Stockholm 2004 
Olympic bid. 

The athletes, headed by 
former world triple jump 
record holder Willie Banks 
and former Wimbledon 
champion Stefan Edberg, 
believe Stockholm would 
provide the best facilities 
and environment for the 
2004 Games. 

Stockholm, Rome, 
Athens, Cape Town and 
Buenos Aires are on the 
final shortlist of cities bid- 
ding to host the games. The 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) will 
choose the winning city in 
Lausanne on September 5. 

Lewis, who anchored the 
Santa Monica Track Club 
quartet to victory in Mon- 
day evening’s Stockholm 
■Grand Prix, told a news 
conference on Tuesday he 
had visited each of the bid- 
ding cities. 

‘‘I am supporting this bid 
because J know this com- 
munity,” Lewis said. “I 
knew this community 
before the Olympics was an 
issue.” 

His sentiments were 
endorsed by banks, the 
inspiration behind the ini- 
tiative. 

Banks said he had come 
up with the idea to support 
Stockholm after it made the 
shortlist and had then 
talked to a number of other 
athletes, including Lewis. 

“We want the world to 
know that the best city for 
the athletes will be Stock- 
holm,” banks said. 

Santa Monica Manager 
Joe Douglas said Lewis 



Nine times Olympic champion Carl Lewis addresses a 
press conference where he pledges public support for 
the Stockholm 2004 Olympic bid (Reuters photo) 


was not being paid to 
endorce the bid ami added 
the bid organisers had not 
paid the dub's travelling 
costs. 

A staiement from the ath- 
letes said a committee, 
called the International 
Athletes' Council, had been 
formed to support the bid. 
comprising 53, athletes 
from around the world in 
22 Olympic disciplines. 

“We, the athletes of the 
council, have compared the 
perfect weather in Stock- 
holm, the clean air and 
water and believe these fac- 


tors all support the victory 
for Stockholm 2004,” the 
statement said. 

The council also includes 
Haile Gebrselassie, who set 
a world 10.000 metres 
record in Oslo on Friday, 
and Wilson Kipketer, who 
equalled the world 800 
record here on Monday. 

Kipketer told the crowd 
in die Olympic stadium 
after the race that he did not 
know if he would run here 
next year. 

But he added: “1 plan to 
be here in the year 2004 at 
the Olympics.” 


Tour de France 

Zabel powers into contention in 3rd stage 
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Italy's yellow jersey holder Mario Cipollini IC.I leads the pack as the riders leave Vire 
for the 224km third stage of the Tour de France cycling race between Vire and Plum- 
elec (Reuters photo) 


PLUMELEC. France 
(AFP i - Erik Zabel of Ger- 
many moved into con- 
tention in the Tour de 
France when he powered 
through to win the 217km 
third stage from Vire to 
here on Tuesday. 

Mario Cipollini of Italy, 
who won sprint finishes in 
the previous two stages, 
kept the leader's yellow jer- 
sey but lost the points green 
jersey to the German, who 
was helped home by 
defending champion Bjame 
Riis of Denmark who fin- 
ished third. 

Zabel, last year's points 
winner and a winner of two 
stages each of the last two 
years, surged past Frank 
Vandenbrouckc of Belgium 
in the last 30 metres with 
Riis. Laurent Jalabert of 
France and Italy’s Davide 
Rebellin following him 
home. 

His win moved him up 
from eighth to second 
place, 25scc behind the Ital- 
ian. pushing Britain's Chris 
Boardman down to third, 
ahead of Jan Ullrich, anoth- 
er German teammate of 
Riis. 

Riis. who had blasted his 
team for failing to help him 
when he was held up by a 
mass pilcup in Sunday's 
stage, was in a better mood 
today. 

T*m feeling fine. I’m 
confident.” he said. 

Former world hour 
record-holder Tony 

Rominger’s seventh and 
last Tour ended when he 
broke his right collarbone 
in a multiple pileup 5km 
from the end of the stage. 

The 37-year-old Swiss 
rider, three-times a tour of 
Spain winner, had been 
brought in by Cofidis to 
replace former world cham- 
pion Lance Armstrong 
when the America went 
down -with cancer. 

“fl*s difficult to avoid 
those types of falls as 
everyone’s trying to get to 


the front," Cipollini said. 

Most of the stage had 
seen the pack chasing down 
a breakaway group of four 
riders, which ended when 


Francois Simon of .France 
.broke, clear 1.9km .from the 
finish only to be caught 
5km short oflus goal. 

The 2S-year-old Simon. 


normally to be found help- 
ing out teammates Board- 
man or France's Frederic 
Moncassin. had taken part 
in the earlier four-man 


breakaway. 

Orlando Rodrigues of 
Portugal, Danny Neiissen 
of the Netherlands, Gianlu- 
ca Bortolami of Italy and 
Simon pulled clear after 
84km and built up a 3 min 
lOsec gap. 

The lead would have 
given Neiissen the leader’s 
Yellow Jersey and Cipolli- 
ni ordered his Saeco team 
to chase them down. 

All four had something to 
prove but with 30km to go 
the pack had reduced die 
gap to 90 seconds. 

That was still enough to 
give Neiissen. who had 
started the day in 19th posi- 
tion — one minute behind 
Cipollini — the Yellow Jer- 
sey but breakaway riders 
usually need a lead of one 
minute for every 10km left 
to hope to finish ahead of 
the chasing pack. 

The four men refused to 
surrender, however, and 
buckled down to the job of 
hanging onto the slender 
lead. 

Then, 1 9km from the fin- 
ish, Simon sprinted clear. 
The other three riders were 
soon reeled in by die pek>- 
ton and Simon's brave 
attack was ruthlessly 
chased down. 

The 26-year-old Neiissen 
is making his second stab ai 
professional cycling. He 
returned to the non- paid 
ranks in 1995 to win the 
World Amateur Champi- 
onship in Colombia and 
returned to the pro ranks 
last year. 

Mozambique -born 
Rodrigues, a 28-year-old 
riding in his second tour, 
lost the 13th stage last year 
by two seconds to Den- 
mark’s Rolf Sorensen. 

The 29-year-old Bortola- 
mi has been plagued by bad 
luck for the last three years, 
suffering from glandular 
fever, a broken bone in his 
elbow and a broken pelvis. 


Waddle 
takes over 
at Burnley 

LONDON (AFP) — For- 
mer England winger Chris 
Waddle started his manage- 
rial career on Tuesday when 
he signed a contract with 
Second Division club Bum- 
ley. 

Waddle, who succeeds 
Adrian Heath, has agreed a 
three-year deal at Turf 
Moor as a player-manager. 
Waddle’s assistant will be 
former Watford Manager 
Glenn Roeder, who was a 
teammate of his at Newcas- 
tle. 

Waddle, who had long 
stints with Newcastle, 
Spurs, French club Mar- 
seille and Sheffield 
Wednesday, said he had fol- 
lowed his instincts in join- 
ing Burnley. 

"It wasn’t a bard decision 
by any means,” he said. 
"I’m a believer in following 
your feelings and it just 
feels right 

“I’ve always been 
impressed with Burnley as a 
club, the way they have 
brought through young 
players and consistently 
tapped into such vast sup- 
port" 

Waddle intends to play on 
as well as manage a team he 
considers to have “immense 
potential’’. 

He arrives two weeks 
after Heath’s shock depar- 
ture to become No.2 to 
Howard Kendall at Everton. 

Waddle, who won 62 
England caps, was released 
by Sheffield Wednesday 
last summer and had a brief 
spell with Falkirk last Sep- 
tember before playing for 
Bradford and Sunderland 
late in the seasott 

It is more than 20 years 
since Burnley last played in 
the highest echelons of 
English fooiball. The club 
was last in the old first divi- 
sion from 1973-76. 

Burnley were league 
champioas in 1959-60 and 
played in the European Cup 
the following year. 



SECRETARY REQUIRED 
FOR A MEDICAL CLINIC 

• Fluent in written and spoken English 
and Arabic. 

• Excellence in computer skills is a must. 

• 3 years minimum experience. 

You should apply with CV and application § 
form. | 

Contact Tel. 865199 Ext. 764 1 



Two Furnished Apartments For Rent 
Located at Western Amman x 

Can be rented annually or monthly "Summer season only". 
Each consists of 3 bedrooms, maid’s room, modern 
equipped kitchen, large salons, garden, verandas, 
telephone and separate facilities. 

For more information please call Tel. 823894 



FOR SALE 

95 VOLKS WAGEN JETTA GL 

Excellent conditions, full options, duty 
unpaid, asking JD 8,500 

Call Richard at 820-135 



FOR SALE 

White 1995 Opel Astra Station Wagon, 
manual gear, electric windows, central lock, air 
condition, 63,000 km, duty unpaid. 

For more Information, please call 677884 
between 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 
and 5:00-8:00 p.m. 
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0M. announces that the employment of 
Ayyoub Mohammed Mahmoud Tashtah at 


has been terminated and he is no 
longer in the employ of &&& at Shmeisani 
or Abdoun. O&M also declares that it is not 
responsible for his actions or any contacts or 
arrangements, with others in the name of 
or in the name of Fares Taddros & 
Partner Company of in the name of Lana I 
Nicola Sabanegh Company, and none of the 
above named companies shall be held 
responsible legally or administratively after 
the publication of this announcement. 


J.T. Fax: 696183 
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THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF & WORKS AGENCY 
FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST IS 
RECRUITING AT ITS HEADQUARTERS IN AMMAN: 

Chief. Social Services Division, GRADE 20. 

(VN#HQ (A) 18/97) FIXED TERM APPOINTMENT. 

(Monlhfy fake home pay ranges from JD1031 to* 

JD1587 plus dependency allowance; plus monthly 
provident fund ranging from JD215 to JD332 payable at 
the end of service; compulsory medical insurance). 
DUTIES : The incumbent of this post is the Agency’s 
senior social development professional, reporting directly 
to the Director of Relief and Social Services, managing a 
team of three social development experts at 
Headquarters and technically responsible for develop- 
mental social welfare programmes and projects imple- 
mented by Field staff in Jordan, Lebanon, the Syrian 
Arab Republic and the Palestinian Territories of the West 
Bank and Gaza. The social services programme 
includes community development and institution build- 
ing; poverty alleviation: women in development; com- 
munity-based rehabilitation and integration of persons 
with disabilities: and family casework. The Chief, Social 
Services Division is responsible lor input into policy for- 
mulation; situation analyses and needs assessments; 
appropriate strategies and specific objectives; technical 
guidelines for policy implementation; training of social 
workers and programme managers in the five Field 
offices: indicators for programme monftoring; and eval- 
uation of programme impact and achievement. S/he co- 
ordinates with olher UNRWA programmes and inter-gov- 
ernmenlal and non-governmental partners in joint social 
development ventures, and represents the Agency at 
relevant United Nations and other professional confer- 
ences. Administratively, s/he is responsible for the 
Office budget, and advises on staffing, logistical and 
olher resource needs. 

■ Q . U .A.LI E I C A T JQ N's . ft- E B EEBi E MCE- BE QUIBC D l 
University degree in social welfare or related field, with 
special emphasis on the application of social work 
insights and methodologies to developmental pro- 
grammes, with at least ten years experience in applying 
that knowledge including: 1) Practical experience in 
planning, implementation and evaluation in one or more 
of the following sectors: community development and 
institution building, poverty alleviation, rehabilitation and 
integration ol the disabled, developmental women’s pro- 
grammes; and in training local counterparts to run such 
programmes. 2) At least five years in a senior superviso- 
ry capacity in a large international, governmental or non- 
governmental organisation promoting developmental 
social services. Excellent command of written and spo- 
ken English and Arabic and first-rate commun region 


skills. 

DESIRABLE QUALIFICATIONS; Thorough knowledge 
of the Near East environment and cultures; post-gradu- 
ate degree or diploma directly relevant to one or more 
aspects of the social services listed above; computer lit- 
eracy. Will be required to travel extensively in the 
Agency's area of operations in the Near East. 
Candidates are requested to submit a detailed UNRWA 
Personal History form and recenl photograph not fetter 
than 24 July 1997 lo: UNRWA Headquarters Amman, 
Attention: Personnel Officer, by Fax No. 826177 or by 
hand. 

Full consideration will be given to disabled cancSdafes 
whose disability does not mitigate the effective perfor- 
mance ol the duties ol the job. Normally many applica- 
tions are received. Only those applicants in whom the 
Agency has a further interest will be contorted. 
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as NATO General Secretary Javier Solana (centre) is 
From left-back row: Canadian Premier J. Chretien, 

irdi.iau r.uiic ». i*.. Chancellor H. Kohl, Greek Prime Minister C. Simitis, 

Iceland PM D. Oddsson, Italian PM R. Prodi, and from left-front row: Belgian PM J. 1. Dehaene, Turkish 
President S. Demirel, U.S. President B. Clinton and Spanish head of government J. M. Aznar (See story on 
page 1) (AFP photo) 


NATO launches historic expansion 


with invitation of 3 most favourites 


MADRID <R) — A NATO 
summit invited Poland. 
Hungary and the Czech 
Republic to join the alliance 
on Tuesday and gave clear 
commitments to Romania. 
Slovenia and the Baltic 
states they would be seri- 
ously considered in future. 

“Today the heads of state 
and government have 
agreed to invite the Czech 
Republic. Hungary and 
Poland to begin accession 
talks with NATO." NATO 
Secretary General Javier 
Solatia told the assembled 
alliance leaders and the 
news media. 

NATOs 16 leaders agreed 
the biggest expansion in the 
alliance's 4S-vear history 
after France, which led a 
bloc of seven states urging u 
wider enlargement. ~ won 
assurances the door would 
be left open and the situa- 
tion reviewed in 1999. 

Announcing the decision, 
which breaches Europe's 
cold war division. Mr. 
Solana said the allies' goal 
was to admit formally the 
new members in April 1999 
on the occasion of the 
alliance's 5rtth anniversarv. 

President Bill Clinton told 
reporters the invitation 
marked a "giant stride" 
towards a new Europe that 
was undivided, democratic 
and at peace. 

Mr. Sof.ma. reading a text 
which had been subject of 
intense J.n -long wrangling, 
mentioned Slovenia and 
Romania as prime candi- 
dates fur the next round of 


by the United States which 
wanted a vaguer commit- 
ment. 

Braving Moscow's wrath, 
the official declaration also 
gave favourable mention to 
the Baltic states as "aspiring 
members*' without specifi- 
cally naming the former 
Soviet republics of Latvia. 
Lithuania and Estonia. 

"We recognise the 
progress achieved towards 
greater stability and cooper- 
ation by the states in the 
Baltic region who are also 
aspiring members." the dec- 
laration said. 

Mr. Solana.' stressing 
NATO remained "open to 
new members" and expect- 
ed to extend further invita- 
tions in coming years, said 
any working European 
democracy would be con- 
sidered for membership. 

Russia has warned that it 
would consider NATO 
membership by the Baltic 
republics, which have sub- 
stantial Russian minorities, 
us a threat to its own securi- 


ty 


expansion — a concession 


ll condemned the enlarge- 
ment announced on Tuesday 
by its former cold w ur foe as 
"the biggest mistake in 
Europe since the end of 
World War II." 

Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov said Moscow- had 
not changed its position 
despite signing a new coop- 
eration accord with NATO 
last May by w hich it grudg- 
ingly accepted it was pow- 
erless to stop the process. 

"Regarding the question 
of NATO expansion. I can 


only say that we confirm our 
stand," Mr. Primakov told 
reporters in Moscow. 

But Polish President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski 
was delighted. 

“After this decision, 
Europe will be more secure 
and it's a good decision for 
Poland.” he told Reuters, 
after wailing all afternoon in 
a hotel across town for the 
phone call from Mr. Solana. 

At one of the most con- 
tentious NATO summits for 
years. France and Italy 
pushed strongly for 
Romania and Slovenia to 
also be invited, arguing that 
their inclusion would inject 
stability into some of 
Europe's most turbulent 
zones. 

But Mr. Clinton, keenly 
aware he has to have expan- 
sion ratified by a sceptical 
Republican- led 
Congress, said 
three leading 
were currently 
meet all the responsibilities 
of membership. 

"They have met the high- 
est standards of democratic 
and market reform. They 
have pursued those reforms 
long enough to give us con- 
fidence they are irrev ersible, 
just as our offer of NATO 
membership is irreversible." 
Mr. Clinton told fellow- 
leaders. 

The l : .S. administration is 
bracing itself for tough 
questions over how much 
expansion — the centre- 
piece of Mr. Clinton’s for- 
eign policy — will cost and 
about the w isdom of extend- 


ing America's nuclear 
defence shield to cover 
three more European slates. 

While key aides frantical- 
ly worked on the "open 
door” language. Mr. Clinton 
and Mr. Chirac engaged in 
animated, finger-wagging 
exchanges while other 
heads of state and govern- 
ment milled aimlessly 
around the conference cen- 


U.S. 
only the 
candidates 
readv to 


ire. 

Italian Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi also 
expressed strong support for 
Slovenia, and Greek Prime 
Minister Costas Simitis 
made a strong plea for 
Bulgaria. diplomatic 

sources said. 

Mr. Clinton was backed 
by British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and four other 
leaders. 

The debate gave European 
allies a chance to vent their 
resentment over what they 
see as American heavy- 
handedness not only in its 
NATO dealings but in other 
trans-Atlantic matters. 

Mr. Chirac seized the 
opportunity on Tuesday to 
warn Mr. Clinton that 
NATO would not survive if 
the balance of power 
between Americans and 
Europeans was not shifted 
in favour of Europe, the 
French president's spokes- 
woman said. 

Some critics contend that 
enlargement could revive 
cold war tensions by isolat- 
ing Russia and by breeding 
envy among the nations 
excluded from the alliance. 


Ex-police chief 
admits informing 
on Turkish military 


ANKARA t AFP I — A for- 
mer police chief accused of 
bugging telephones at the 
headquarters or the aimed 
forces has admitted informing 
on the military for the govern- 


ment. 

In an interview Tuesday in 
the Milliyel newspaper. 
BuJent Or.ikoglu said he 
informed die civil authorities, 
particular President 


Suleyman Demirel. of the 

.trim's activities and any 

preparations fur a pt»ssible 

enup d'etat. 

Mr. Orukoglu is a limner 
head of the Police Intelligence 
Service. 

Tlie armed forces, who see 
themselves as the defenders of 
modem Turkey's secular her- 
itage. ckohcd openly u ith for- 
mer Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan over vvhal 
they saw as die creeping 
Mamisation of Turkey. 

Mr. Erbakan stepped down 
a." premier on June IS. alter a 
rurhulcm 1 2-month mfe. end- 
ing speculation dial the armed 
lorres were planning a coup to 
oust the one in my possession 
to the highest members of the 
civil order. Mr. OrukoL'Iu said. 


implying Mr. Demirel. 

"\lr. Demirel has com- 
plained in the past about not 
being informed that coups 
were in preparation." Mr. 
Orakoglu told a Miliiyet jour- 
nalist on a flight from the 
United States to Turkey. 

He denied, however, that he 
had used phone-taps to gather 
his information. 

Mr. Demirel was over- 
dtrown twice by military 
coups while he was prime 
minister. 

Mr. Orakoglu was sent to 
die United Stales by former 
Interior Minister Meral 
Akscncr. a close aide to for- 
mer Foreign minister and 
Ertxikan coalition ally Tansy 
Ciller, after the armed forces 
suspected their lines were 
tapped and asked the Interior 
Ministry to investigate. 

Recalled by the new prime 
minister. Mesut Yilmaz. Mr. 
Orakoglu returned to Turkey 
on Monday. 

An inquiry has been opened 
to investigate claims that a 
unit w idtin die police oversaw 
wire-tapping operations, par- 
ticularly on the armed forces 
but also on certain politicians 


Saudi suspect says 
he was in Iran when 


Khobar complex blew 


WASHINGTON i AFPi — 
A Saudi suspect in lust 
year's bombing of a U.S. 
military housing complex 
in Saudi Arabia claims he 
was in Iran at the time and 
that his passport proves it. 
the New York Times said 
Tuesday. 

Abdul Rahim Sayegh. 
2S. was extradited last 
month from Canada on 
grounds he had informa- 
tion on the June 25. 1996 
truck bombin'.- * f Khobar 
Towers at L ii.tr an that 
killed 19 Americans. 

”1 have no information. 
I don't even know the 
location of Khoh:»\" Mr. 
Sayegh told the daiiy in a 
telephone interv iew. 

He denied belonging to 
the Saudi Hizbollah or 
any violent political 
group, saying he was "not 
a terrorist." but a political 
dissident made u scape- 
goat bv the Saudi Govern- 


ment. 

U.S. authorities suspect 
Mr. Sayegh conducted a 
reconnaissance of the 
housing complex before 
the bomb attack. He is 


also suspected nf driving 
a car that signalled the 
truck carrying the bomb 
to enter the compound. 

Mr. Sayegh N lawyer 
Michael Wildes suggested 
his client lied to the U.S. 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) about 
having information on the 
bombing to avoid being 
extradited from Canada to 
Saudi Arabia, where Mr. 
Sayegh said. "I would 
fear I would be guil- 
lotined." The suspect said 
his passport bears stamps 
that prove that he entered 
Iran before the Dhahran 
bombing, and that a 
Kuwait airline manifest 
shows he left Iran for 
Kuwait shortly after. 

It was unclear whether 
U.S. authorities could 
indict Mr. Sayegh on con- 
spiracy charges if he 
recants his confession, 
but he could still request 
political asylum on 
grounds he would be per- 
secuted if he returned to 
Saudi Arabia, the daily- 
said. 


Palestinian police raid Hebron 
Russian Orthodox monastery 


HEBRON (AFP) — 
Palestinian police raided a 
Russian Orthodox monastery 
in Hebron and used force to 
expel monks and nuns living 
in the building, church offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

Archimandrite Barth- 
olomew issued a statement 
saying male and female 
Palestinian police officers 
broke into die monastery of 
the New York-based Russian 
Orthodox Church outside 
Russia and used “brutal” 
force. 

Colonel Jibril Rajub, the 
bead of Palestinian 
Preventative Security in the 
West Bank, told AFP his 
forces raided the monastery at 
the request of the rival 
Moscow patriarchate, which 
insists the property is theirs. 

“We acted upon the request 
of the Russian government 
and ebureb to give back the 
property to its legitimate 
owners," said Col. Rajub. 
adding that only minor scuf- 
fles ha d broken out between 
his officers and the monastery 
residents. 

The monastery in the West 
Bank town is owned by the 


New York-based church, 
which split with the Russian 
Orthodox Church inside 
Russia in 1920 after accusing 
the Moscow patriarchate of 
supporting the 1917 
Bolshevik Revolution. 

Sister Marina Checkov told 
AFP that “around 30 aimed 
Palestinian police officers 
barged into our Abraham’s 
Oak Monastery on Saturday 
after forcing open the door, 
and gave us half an hour to 
leave the building.” 

"The policemen then forced 
open die doors of the cells, 
and brutally forced the 10 
members to leave. 

"Our superior. Sister 
Juliana, was dragged along 
the floor and was later taken 
to hospital because her bead 
struck the walls of the build- 
ing on five occasions where 
she had an operation last 
year,” she added. 

“One of my friends. Sister 
Natasha, was struck in the 
stomach and head, and two 
monks were pushed around 
and handcuffed, and then 
thrown into the back of a 
vehicle." Sister Checkov said 

She said only one old 


mode, 80-year-old Father 
Geoige, had been allowed to 
stay in the building. 

The U.S.-based church does 
not recognise the authority of 
the Moscow patriarchate, 
which for many years has 
been demanding the return of 
all its property in the Holy 
Land. 

The breakaway faction 
issued a statement from. New 
York, describing the raid as "a 
flagrant violation of interna- 
tional law.” 

•*We urgently appeal to 
United States officials, both at 
home and in Israel, to take 
whatever legal steps neces- 
sary to redress this moral out- 
rage and return our property 
in Hebron.” it added. 

Archimandrite Barth- 
olomew, the New York-based 
church's representative in 
Jerusalem, said members of 
the Moscow patriarchate and 
a Russian diplomat were pre- 
sent during the raid. 

Sister Checkov said the 
monastery, church and sever- 
al other buildings near 
Hebron have now been taken 
over by the Moscow patriar- 
chate. 


Arrested Cambodian royalist 
shot dead — interior ministry 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
A top security aide to 
Cambodian first Prime 
Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh was shot dead 
after being arrested by 
forces loyal to second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen. 
an interior ministry 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

Spokesman Khieu 
Sopheak said that Hor Sok. 
one of four senior members 
of the prince's Royalist 
Pam- wanted on insurrec- 
tion’ charges, was killed 
after his arrest Monday by 
unnamed assailants despite 
efforts to ensure his securi- 
ty- 

“He was shot down by 
people who were angry at 
him,” Khieu Sopheak said. 
“We had a lot of protection 
for him. but we could not 
protect him. He was shot 
by four or five bullets.” 

Khieu Sopheak 's state- 
ment to reporters contra- 
dicted earlier information 
from senior interior 


Ministry officials who said 
Hor Sok had committed 
suicide in custody. 

The spokesman, meeting 
reporters after pro-Hun 
Sen Interior Minister Sar 
Kheng briefed the diplo- 
matic corps, gave no fur- 
ther details and declined to 
answer questions. 

Hor Sok, a secretary of 
st3te at the interior min- 
istry. was arrested follow- 
ing two days of fierce fac- 
tional fighting in Phnom 
Penh in which Hun Sen's 
forces defeated those of 
Prince Ranariddh. Khieu 
Kanharith, the secretary of 
state for the information 
ministry, said Hor Sok was 
arrested after unsuccessful- 
ly trying to seek asylum in 
the Singapore embassy. 
"The Singaporean embassy 
asked us whether we had a 
court warrant to arrest him 
or not.... we said *yes, we 
have a warrant' and they 
would not allow him in,” 
Khieu Kanharith told AFP. 


Both Sar Kheng and 
Khieu Kanharith are mem- 
bers of Hun Sen’s formerly 
Communist Cambodian 
People's Party (CPP). 
Others wanted by the CPP 
on charges of allegedly 
forming armed groups and 
bringing them into the cap- 
ita! included Armed Forces 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
Nhiek Bun Chhav. Royalist 
Security Chief Serey KosaJ 
and Deputy Intelligence 
Chief Chao Sambath. All 
three were believed to have 
escaped and to have head- 
ed to Cambodia's north- 
west to regroup and contin- 
ue fighting. Hun Sen and 
the CPP have accused the 
four men and Prince 
Ranariddh of illegally 
moving troops — includ- 
ing former and current 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas — 
into the capital to provoke 
unrest and instability. 
Prince Ranariddh is cur- 
rently in France. 


Fiery Lebanese cleric 


grabs political stage 


BAALBEK (R> — Former 
Hizbollah leader Sheikh’ 
Sobhi Tufaili. who last week 
launched a “hunger revolt" 
against the government, has 
emerged as a potent force in 
Lebanese politics, analysts 
said on Tuesday. 

The radical Shiite Muslim 
cleric's campaign has deep- 
ened divisions between 
Hizbollah factions, one 
choosing to work within lire 
political system and the other 
fighting what it says is gov- 
ernment neglect of poor 
areas, one analyst .said. 

Bui the analysts wondered 
if Sheikh Tufaili. who con- 
demns Hizbollab's (Party of 
God) leaders as too soft will 
press ahead with his civil 
disobedience campaign to 
ease economic hardship or 
trip political land mines. 


The 51 -year-old cleric 
launched his campaign in 
this Bekaa Valley town last 
Friday at a rally of several 
thousand supporters who 
called for the downfall of the 
government. 

The campaign has grabbed 
newspaper front pages, 
alarming the government 
and raising questions about 
the current political com- 
plexion of Hizbollah. which 
he headed until 1991. 

'Tufaili has emerged from 
oblivion into politics. The 
result is he is a force to be 
reckoned with,” said a 
Lebanese analyst who 
requested anonymity. 

Sheikh Tufaili is urging 
Bekaa residents to refuse to 
pay utility bills and taxes to 
pressure the government to 
tackle poverty in the area 


which is suffering economi- 
cally from a crackdown on 
illegal drug crops. 

The charismatic cleric 
holds no post in Hizbollah 
but is still a member. He left 
his post as secretary general 
in 1991 and fell out with the 
new leadership when it took 
a decision (o take part in the 
1 992 parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

Hizbollah now has a nine- 
member base in the 123-seat 
parliament. 

Hizbullah officials agree 
that economic problems 
should be tackled. But they 
disagree with Sheikh 
Tufaili's methods, saying his 
campaign will only trigger a 
confrontation with the gov- 
ernment threatening the 
national peace. 


Israel looking into immigration of 
3,500 alleged Indo-Burmese Jews 


TEL AVrv { AFP) — Israel 
is examining whether 3,500 
tribesmen living on either 
side of the Burma-India 
border are practising Jews 
and eligible to emigrate to 
Israel, the Jerusalem Report 
magazine said Tuesday. 

The magazine said Justice 
Minister Tsahi Hanegbi is 
looking into the background 
of the Shirtlung tribesmen 
“who have been practising 
Judaism for the past 27 
years and want to emigrate 
to Israel." 

The 1.5 million-strong 
Shiniung were converted to 
Christianity in the 19th cen- 
tury. bui many of them 
believe the tribe are the 


descendants of the Biblical 
tribe of Mcnasheh — one of 
the 10 lost tribes of Israel. 

The tribe’s cause was 
taken up by ultra -Orthodox 
Rabbi Eliyahu Avichayil. 
who heads the Amishav 
(My People Returns) organ- 
isation, which searches for 
descendants of the lost 
tribes. 

Since the early 1980s the 
rabbi has arranged for 270 
Shiniung to convert to 
Judaism and settle in Israel, 
but the Jerusalem Report 
said the Interior Ministry is 
worried about a huge influx 
of tribesmen and is making 
emigration increasingly dif- 
ficult. 


The magazine said Rabbi 
Avichayil met Mr. Hanegbi 
last month to push their 
case, insisting all 3.500 who 
want to emigrate are gen- 
uine Jews who have built 
their own synagogue, prac- 
tice circumcision and keep 
the Sabbath rest day, 

“These people .ire com- 
pletely genuine in their 
Judaism. Some arc suffer- 
ing for their faith ... they arc 
not seeking a passport from 
the Third World to the 
first." the rabbi told the 
magazine. 

Under die law of return, 
every Jew in the diaspora 
has the right to emigrate to 
Israel and claim citizenship. 


Miss Italy rules 
changed after 
black beauty 
queen dispute 


ROME (AFP) — Rales 
governing the election of 
Italy’s beauty queen, Miss 
Italia, have been changed 
on the heels of a controver- ^ 
sy that erupted after the! 
1996 election of Denny 
Mendez, who ts black and 
hails from the Dominican 
Republic. Enzo MirigJiani, 
who runs the contest, this 
week ruled that all com- 
petitors must have at least 
one Italian parent That 
would have ruled out 
Mendez' election last year 
as both her parents are 
Dominican, though it sets 
no racial bar. Mendez’ win. 
however, did set off a hail 
of controversial comment. 
Television presenter Alba 
Parietti said: Tin not a 
racist but I do think that a 
young black woman cannot 
be Miss Italia.’’ 
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Younger Kennedys 
admit alcohol 
problem 


NEW YORK (R) — A 
member of die Kennedy 
family said in an interview 
it was easier for the young 
generation of the Kennedys 
to “get an Alcoholics 
Anonymous ( AA) meeting 
together than a touch-foot- 
bail team.” In an interview 
with Vanity Fair as part of 
an article on the troubles 
afflicting some of the chil- 
dren of the late Senator 
Robert Kennedy. 34-year- 
old son Christopher said 
his siblings were well 
aware of the moral ramifi- 
cations of their actions and 
that alcohol definitely 
played a role. He was quot- 
ed as saying: “No one has 
hidden behind alcoholism 
as an excuse for inappro- 
priate behaviour. He said 
that at least eight or nine 
members of his immediate 
family of 28 siblings and 
cousins or their spouses 
attend daily AA meetings. 
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Disneyland gets 
its 400 millionth 
visitor, and her 
name is Minnie 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Disneyland hosted its 400 
millionth visitor who hap- 
pened to be named Minnie, 
just like Mickey Mouse's 
girlfriend. Minnie Feprto. 
her husband and two chil- 
dren walked in Sunday 
morning and were prompt-- 
lv met by Mickey Mouse 
and the Disneyland Band 
The park showered her 
with gifts, including a life- 
time pass to the theme 
park. “This was towHy < 
unexpected," Pepito said, 

“We had a choice of going r'-icr^j y. ' 
to Las Vegas or Disneyland ■ ^ 

and we decided to go 10 ' • -<• ■ |! 
Disneyland for the kids. 
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A sampling of 5.000 bottles 
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cargo ship sunk in 19 It * % ^ 
the Germans. The 
pagne and cognac j. r-,^ 
destined for the 
Imperial Army. 
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